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The Waterloo-Wellington Pride Celebration of 1998 will take place outside
in Kitchener’s Victoria Park — and you’re invited! The festivities start at
1:00 pm on Saturday June 20th and run until 7:00 pm. We’ll be at the Clock
Tower in Victoria Park, only a few yards west of the Kitchener Bus Terminal
— handy for you out-of-town folk!

We’re Having A Picnic!

Hey, gals 'n’ pals! Come on down and bring those frisbees, soccer balls,
and hula hoops! Bring your own food and drink (non-alcoholic, please),
maybe some extra to share with a new friend?

Contact Info See old friends!
Meet new people!

Find out what your

email: rpc@rainbow.on.ca ]
community has to offer!

phone: [ X-W)

web: http://www.rainbow.on.ca/ j o
Celebrate our diversity!

Join a new group!
Show your pride and have
fun!

Saturday June 20th — 1:00 to 7:00 pm
by the clock tower, Victoria Park, Kitchener
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How to reach us:

outlook@easynet.on.ca

www.geocities.com/
WestHollywood/5901
3 ’.l,
X
BER
P.O. Box 40002,
Watetloo Sq. P.O.
Waterloo, On
N2j 4v1
Outlook is published 4 times
a year in March, June,
September and December.
Deadline for articles and
advertising is two weeks before
the month of publishing; next
issue - deadline: August 15.

Mark Jordan
Publishing/Advertising
outlook@easynet.on.ca

Rob Duckworth
Brantford Distribution
ducky@execulink.com

...and a wonderful bunch
of volunteers and
contributors
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Canadian Court Reviews Status
of Gay Couples

OTTAWA - The Toronto Star reports the Supreme Court
of Canada was told March 18 it must protect the rights
of lesbian and gay couples in Ontario because the
provincial government cannot be trusted to do so. "The
discriminatory treatment of gays and lesbians must be
stopped. And no one - apparently - is going to do that,
but this court," lawyer Martha McCarthy told the justices.

The Canadian Court is being asked to rule on an -

alimony disputq between two women, known only as M
and H, the outcome of which could force provincial
governments across the country to rewrite their laws and
extend what amounts to legal recognition of gay and
lesbian relationships.

The government's opposition to granting recognition
to gay and lesbian relationships stems from essentially
political conecemns, said McCarthy. Lawyers for the
provincial government of Ontario insist its interest lies
solely in protecting the ntegrity of nearly 100 laws which
define spouse as an opposite sex partner. The Supreme
Court has been asked to order that gay and lesbian
couples be treated the same as heterosexnal common-
law couples by Ontario's family law. This would mean
same-sex couples who have lived together for three years
would have the right to sue for spousal support should
they break up.

The Star reports the hearing drew added attention
because of the presence of a new member of the Court,
Justice Jan Binnie. Justice Binnie was assailed by gay
and Jesbian rights advocates when it was reported he
characterized a law school fraternity party as a "faggoty
dress-up affair." Binnie has since issued a public apology.

The matter is before the Supreme Court because the
provincial government is appealing a 2-1 Ontario Court
of Appeal decision striking down a section of the Family
Law Act that defined common-law couples as men and
women who lived together for three years.

Robert Chamey, lawyer for the Ontario government,
told the court that the existing law was put in place to
recognize that women in heterosexual relationships could
suffer from a power imbalance because of lingering
sexual inequality in society and need the state to protect
their interests in case of a break-up.

"It could be inappropriate to in effect shoe horn same-

sex relationships into a model that was established to
deal with a problem that is particularly acute with regard
to heterosexual couples," Charney said.

McCarthy said the Ontario government's argument
"ignores the reality of gay and lesbian love," by
suggesting same-sex couples can be compared with
brothers and sisters who live together or college
roommates.

"Gays and lesbians cannot trust this majoritarian
legislature, they cannot trust their own elected politicians
and they cannot trust this government, who has argued
this case from both sides of its mouth," McCarthy said.
"Opposite sex relationships would not be affected in any
way if same-sex couples were given protection under
family law rules," she told the court.

Canada High Court Backs Gay Rights

(AP) TORONTO-- In a landmark gay-rights case,
Canada's Supreme Court ruled April 2 that Alberta's
human rights code must offer specific protection to
homosexuals. ‘

The ruling was a triumph for Delwin Vriend, 32, who
was fired as a lab instructor by a Christian college in
Edmonton in 1991 because he was gay, then told by
Alberta's Human Rights Commission that he had no
grounds for a complaint.

Alberta is one of three Canadian provinces that have
not included homosexuals in their human rights codes.
The others, Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland,
have pledged to make the change.

The Alberta government's lawyers argued before the
Supreme Court in November that it should be up to
elected officials, not the courts, to decide whether special
protection for homosexuals should be included in the
human rights code. The high court rejected this argument
and said Alberta should immediately amend its code to
cover sexual orientation. Excluding homosexuals from
the code "sends a message to all Albertans that it is
permissible, and perhaps even acceptable, to discriminate
against individuals on the basis of their sexual
orientation," the high court said.

At a news conference in Edmonton, Vriend said he
was delighted by the ruling and criticized officials in the
western province. "It's extremely shameful that the
government kicked and screamed and whined for the past
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seven years, all the way to the Supreme Court," he said.

Alberta has developed a reputation as Canada's most
conservative province:. Its premier, Ralph Klein, said the
province would obey the high court ruling, at least for
now, and he indicated a Cabinet task force would
examine whether the decision would lead to demands
for the province to recognize same-sex partnerships and
marriages.

More than a dozen groups intervened in the case,
including some that saw the case as a test of religions
freedom -the right of King's University College to hire
according to its beliefs.

The Supreme Court had ruled in a separate 1995 case
that Canada's Charter of Rights prohibits discrimination
against homosexuals even though it doesn't specifically
State it. The high court said sexual orientation is a "deeply
personal characteristic” that can't be changed and is &
ground for discrimination just like religion, race and
gender.

Alberta's lawyers argued that provincial human rights
codes -which cover such matters as employment and
housing -shouldn't have to mirror the Charter of Rights.

When Vriend was fired in 1991, only his parents and
closest friends knew he was gay. But he said he had no
regrets about launching a legal battle that thrust him into
the public spotlight. "Suddenly, my name and face were
being blasted all over. It was like, 'Oh boy, I'm out now',"
Vriend said in February.

He now works in the University of Alberta library
system. The high court ruling does not mean he
automatically can get his old job back -it does mean the
provincial human rights commission would be obligated
to consider his complaint.

Alberta Formally Endorses Supreme Court Ruling

(Data Lounge) -- EDMONTON, Alberta -- The
Edmonton Sun reports ‘Alberta Premier Ralph Klein
persuaded his divided Tory caucus April 9 to accept the
Canadian Supreme Court ruling forcing the province to
include protection for gay men and lesbians into the
provincial human rights charter.

The Conservative government announced that it will
not invoke the notwithstanding clause, as many
conservatives in the state were pressuring provincial
leaders to do.

Following an emotionally charged party caucus, the
government has now formally committed itself to mount
a public education campaign to inform Albertans of the
impact of the high court decision.

The move follows recent pronouncements from Klein,
who said the education effort was the best way to fight
conservative anger over the court ruling. Klein said his
intent is to convince Albertans the ruling merely gives
gays and lesbians the same rights as everyone else in
employment, accommodation and other public services
- not special rights as conservatives and others charge.

Klein argued along with other members of his

conservative government that inclusion, of gay men and
lesbians in the provincial human rights code could force
the province to recognize gay marriages and adoptions.

The Premier said he was unable.to gauge whether
fellowconservatives in his party would rebel and vote to
invoke the rarely used notwithstanding clause to side-
step the high court directive. In the end, aboit two-thirds
of his 63-member caucus voted in favor of letting the
ruling stand.

Public Given Facts on " Vriend"

(NewsPlanet) — Alberta has turned to advertising to fight
the right's disinformation with a straightforward
explanation of what the Court said.

Alberta's government paid $95,000 to place
announcements in all the province's daily and weekly
newspapers to give the public the facts about the
Canadian Supreme Court's decision in the case of open
gay Delwin Vriend. The first announcements were
published April 15, and their success in explaining the
situation would determine whether further similar
announcements will run in print and broadcast media.
Although the main impact of the court's ruling is simply
to give recourse to the provincial Human Rights and
Citizenship Commission to those who feel they've
experienced sexual orientation discrimination, an
intensive multimedia campaign by its religious right
opponents has created widespread fears which the
government now hopes to allay.

The Canada Family Action Coalition had mounted its
campaign in hopes of pressuring the legislature into using
the so-called "notwithstanding" clause to sidestep the
high court ruling, but Premier Ralph Klein was able to
convince his divided Conservative caucus to leave gay
and lesbian civil rights in place. Although the campaign
generated thousands of calls to lawmakers, public
opinion polls continue to show that most Albertans
support equal treatment for gays and lesbians. Yet some
pundits believe the issue could revitalize the Social Credit
party, which hasn't had a seat in the legislature in well
over a decade, but is now receiving calls from disaffected
Conservative voters.

Speaking for Alberta's Ministry of Community
Development, Gordon Turtle said of the announcements,
"They explain what is in the Supreme Court ruling and
what isn't in a straightforward manner. There are a lot of
different opinions on what the ruling means and the
government felt it important to confirm how it will affect
our human rights laws." The announcements are intended
to be neutral statements of fact with no moral or political
point of view.

Gay Man Nominated to Episcopal Bishop Post

(Data Lounge) NEWARK, N.J. — The Bergen Record
reports the Episcopal Diocese of Newark announced that
it has narrowed to five the number of candidates to
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succeed its longtime liberal bishop, John Shelby Spong,
among them the first openly gay pastor in the nation ever
to run for a post in the hierarchy.

If elected bishop when final balloting is conducted in
June, the Rev. Gene Robinson, a prominent clergyman
from New Hampshire, would also be in line to become
the only publicly acknowledged gay person running an
Episcopal diocese in the United States, a prospect that
could spark a showdown in the church.

*This is highly unusual," a national church official told
the Record.

The official said that although clergy and lay people
within a diocese elect their bishop, the choice must be
approved by a majority of the church's 200 bishops and
by a majority of committees representing each of the
country's 100 Episcopal dioceses.

Robinson's nomination has already provoked profound
distress in officials who fear for the fragile truce between
liberals and conservatives will unravel over the candidate.
The rejection of Robinson's election, or even the simple
fact of his candidacy, could provoke new discord in a
church struggling to unite behind the healing message
of new Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold.

The Record notes that while many gays and lesbians
have been ordained as pastors, there is just one other
openly gay prelate in the Episcopal hierarchy, Bishop
Otis Charles. But Charles disclosed his orientation only
after he retired from active ministry as head of the
Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, Mass.

Church officials praised Robinson and tended to
downplay questions raised by his sexual orientation. "He
is among the five because he is extremely qualified for
the role," said a member of the 24-person nominating
committee. "It's sort of irrelevant. We're looking for
someone who will lead us for the next 10 or 15 years."

All five candidates reflect Bishop Spong's liberal
philosophy. "We wanted someone who would follow the
path Bishop Spong has set," one church official in New
Jersey told the Record.

Spong, who is 66, is one of the church's most
controversial leaders and for years has been an outspoken
advocate of the ordination of women and gay people.
Forging an inclusive church has been the hallmark of
his nearly 20 year tenure as spiritual leader of North
Jersey's 43,000 Episcopalians.

New Poll Shows Increased Gay Tolerance

NEW YORK — The Wall Street Journal reports a recent
NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll suggests that while
a slim majority of Americans still "oppose"
homosexuality, society as a whole is becoming much
more tolerant toward gay men and lesbians.

The Journal says that while 55 percent of those polled
"agreed that homosexuality is always wrong," it notes
that figure has tumbled 20 points from 75 percent in just
ten years.

A growing tolerance for gay men and lesbians comes

amidst growing social opposition to premarital sex and
an uneroded opposition to adultery, which was even
across generational lines, the Journal said.

As a basis for comparison, it is interesting to note a
large number of Americans still oppose interracial
marriage — 25 percent of blacks and 35 percent of whites
surveyed. The newspaper says this kind of intolerance
continues to decline steadily.

Only 7 percent of respondent chose "tolerance of
homosexuality" as the most troubling social change in
recent years.

Unsanimous Court of Appeal Rules:
Income Tax Act Definition Of “Spouse” Must Be
Extended To Include Same-Sex Couples
For Pension Purposes

(EGALE) — The Ontario Court of Appeal released its
decision April 23 in Rosenberg & CUPE v Canada - a
constitutional challenge to the provisions of the Income
Tax Act which fail to recognize any pension plans
making equal provision for those in same-sex
relationships. _

The Court ruled unanimously that the opposite-sex
definition of “spouse” in s. 252(4) of the Income Tax
Act is unconstitutional and must be extended to include
same-sex couples, effective immediately.

A Coalition of 13 different equality-secking groups
(listed below) joined together to support the appeal,
arguing that same-sex couples have a right to equal
treatment under law. The Equality Coalition was
represented by Counsel Gwen Brodsky and Cynthia
Petersen.

“This is a groundbreaking case since the Federal
Government has consistently refused to allow lesbian
and gay couples to be treated equally for pension
purposes,” said Cynthia Petersen, co-counsel for the
Equality Coalition. “In this case, the CUPE union
wishes to adopt a pension plan which will accord equal
pension benefits to gay and lesbian employees, such as
Nancy Rosenberg. The Federal government has
consistently refused to register the pensicn plan for
Income Tax purposes, however, claiming that any
pension plan which recognizes gays and lesbians equally
violates the opposite-sex definition of “spouse” in the
Income Tax Act.”

“The unanimous judgment sends the clear message
that discrimination against those in same-sex
relationships is not just immoral - it’s unconstitutional”,
said John Fisher, Executive Director of EGALE, one of
the groups involved in the Coalition. “The Court
recognized that lesbians and gays contribute equally to
pension plans and are entitled to share equally in their
benefits.” As a result of the judgment, the federal
government will no longer be able to force employers to
discriminate against their will, by withholding tax
advantages from employers with equal pension plans.”
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Miculescu said that the
pardon is neither a reaction to
the January report presented to
the president mnor the
concomitant international
attention it has stirred up but
instead came as the "natural
evolution" of the Romanian
president’s plans to bring the
country’s laws in line with

answers that tracked fairly closely with the results of
the objective physiological measurement, with one
exception: the homophobic men significantly
underestimated their degree of arousal by the male
homosexual video.

Do these findings mean, then, that homophobia in men
is a reaction to repressed homosexual urges, as
psychoansalysis theorizes? While their findings are
consistent with that theory, the authors note that there is
another, competing theoretical explanation: anxiety.

Archbishop Tutu is a Nobel Peace Prize laureate, the
former leader of Southem Africa's Anglicans and now
chairman of the South African Truth and Reconciliation
Commission. He is also the former president of the All
Africa Conference of Chuirches, the continent's principal
ecumenical organization.

Over the past four years President Mugabe has
virulently denounced homosexuality, calling
homosexuals "pigs” and "perverts", and describing
homosexuality as a "Western perversion" unknown in
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