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NEWS

FROM AROUND
THE WORLD

Call to Defund G/L History

(NewsPlanet) -- Two Alberta officials have demanded
the withdrawal of funds granted to a project that would
allow lesbigay history to speak for itself, preferring that
the history of silence repeat itself instead.

Two Alberta public officials and a number of residents
want to withdraw a $10,000 grant for a gay and lesbian
history project at the Red Deer museum, a move a
spokesperson for the Ministry of Community
Development says would be "unprecedented." The lottery
funds have already been disbursed by the Ministry as
part of a larger grant to the umbrella Alberta Museums
Association, which has a good track record of managing
its public funds, and the Red Deer grant went through
the usual approval process by a panel of experts.

After the grant came to public attention in an article in
the Red Deer "Advocate" newspaper August 9, Alberta
Treasurer Stockwell Day and Alberta Member of the
Legislative Assembly Victor Doerksen received over 50
calls in less than a week opposing the grant. They say
callers want scarce public funds to go to projects they
feel are more deserving, or they don't want to be
"confronted” with others' sexuality.

Day, a former assistant pastor and Christian school
administrator, told the "Ottawa Citizen" newspaper that
the Ministry and the museum "made a mistake in
pursuing a project which purports to reflect the sexual
choices of one per cent of the population,” and that the
museum shouldn't be promoting the gay and lesbian
"cause." Doerksen opposes the project as legitimizing
homosexuality.

The Gay and Lesbian Association of Central Alberta
issued a press release saying, " We are saddened but not
surprised that some people still cling to the outdated view
that this issue is simply one of sexual choice." The group
looked forward to the academic objectivity of the museum
project supporting recognition of the "positive
contributions to society” made by gay men and lesbians
"throughout history."

Musewn director Wendy Martindale knew there was
arisk of negative public reaction to the project, but says
the opposition only reinforces the importance of the
project for her. She says she's not about to return the
funds. The grant will support a researcher to expedite a
project that's already been underway for three years. The

museum has been collecting photographs, oral history
tapes and other information about gay and lesbian lives,
organizing and events in Alberta, particularly in the Red
Deer area.

The situation is an interesting parallel to Idaho State
University hjstory professor Peter Boag, who is currently
suing the Idaho Board of Education for funding every
recommended grant except his $30,334 request to
research origins of gay communities in the Pacific
Northwest - only the second recommended project not
to be funded in the last 10 years.

British Columbia Redefines "'Spouse'

(Rex Wockner) — By avote of 59-9, the British Columbia
legislature July 22 changed the definition of "spouse" in
the Family Relations Act to include same-sex partners.

The legislation was aimed at recognizing same-sex
unions in matters of child custody, access and support.
But the effect may be more wide-ranging, giving gay
couples many of the same rights as common-law
heterosexual couples.

That sits well with provincial Attorney General Ujjal
Dosanjh. He's in the midst of reviewing every British
Columbia law that mentions "spouse" in hopes of
modifying the laws to include same- sex couples.

British Columbia's five Anglican bishops are
supporting the changes. In a letter to B.C. Premier Glen
Clark, they said: "It is a matter of fundamental equality
and human rights that homosexual people should have
the same obligations and protection under the civil law
as other citizens of British Columbia.

"By ensuring the same benefits and the same
responsibilities for homosexual families as for
heterosexual families, it will strengthen all families in
their diversity and encourage long- term, stable
relationships to the benefit of children, spouses and
society as a whole."

Lesbians And Gays Urge Swiss Banks To Consider
Homosexual Holocaust

(ILGA News) -- Co-Secretaries General of the
International Lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA), Jordi
Petit in Barcelona and Jennifer Wilson in Sidney, request
that the Swiss Banker' Association (ABS in the French
equivalent) support the fight against AIDS in the
homosexual community, in memory of the thousands of
murders and deportations during the Nazi regime on
grounds of sexual orientation. Female victims were
marked with a black triangle and men with a pink
triangle.

The Swiss banks have revealed a series of "dormant”
accounts belonging to people fleeing from, or just afraid
of, the Nazi regime. ILGA wishes to point out that
gypsies, Spanish republicans and homosexuals were also
persecuted, as well as Jews. Figures from the Red Cross

and the protestant Church of Austria in the 1940s suggest
a total of around 350,000 homosexual victims.

Following the ABS's decision on un-inherited funds,
to distribute them amongst charitable organizations
designated by Jewish associations, ILGA, with all due
respect and solidarity for the Jewish people, proposes
that other persecuted minorities alse be taken into
consideration. Minorities such as gypsies and
homosexuals have never received compensation from the
German State. It's high time that Germany, as a State,
raise an official monument in memory of the homosexual
holocaust.

Clearly, the people who hid their savings from the
Nazis in Swiss banks are non other than those persecuted
by that regime: Jews, homosexuals, democrats, gypsies,
etc. The coherent course of action to be taken with
unclaimed funds would be their use in benefit of those
persecuted groups in just proportion.

Court Gives Lesbian Partner Right to Sue
For Visitation

(The Data Lounge) -- AUSTIN, Tx - A Texas appeals
court has given a female partner the right to suc for
visitation rights to her ex-lover's child. The Associated
Press reports the case has given gay partners in the state
privileges denied them in California and New York.

The news agency says the decision by the state's 3rd
Court of Appeals did not grant Lisa Ann Fowler
visitation, nor did it raise the question of her sexual
orientation.

The court based its decision on a provision in state
law which says a person can sue for custody if he or she
"has had actual care, control, and possession of the child
for not less than six months preceding the filing of the
petition." It overturned a lower-court decision which
ruled Fowler had no legal claim on the child.

Kate Kendell, executive director of the National Center
for Lesbian Rights, a group which provided legal
assistance to Fowler in the case, told the Associated
Press, "From our perspective, it's significant nationally

that a Texas appellate court would not get caught up in
the issue of sexual orientation but in fact would look at
the reality of the relationship between Lisa Fowler and
her son."

The news agency notes that other state appellate courts
have issued mixed rulings on the rights of gay parents.
According to the Lambda Legal Detense and Education
Fund, visitation has been granted to lesbian partners in
Wisconsin and Pennsylvania and denied in California
and New York.

Law Providing Reciprocal Benefits
Guoes Into Effect

( Associated Press) -- HONOLULU -- Gay couples finally
can get a taste of married life, even if they can't get
married.

A bill that gives gay couples some of the same benefits
as those in traditional marriages was allowed to become
law July 9 without Gov. Ben Cayetano's signature.

The state Health Department has started processing
applications and mailing certificates. The first 35 couples
who applied will receive benefit certificates within a
week. Most of the couples so far are of the same sex, but
the state expects thousands of couples to apply during
the next few months

Larry Hart, Maui district health officer, said while the
local agency doesn't keep statistics, “only about four or
five” couples had applied so far. (July 9)

Many people sav the first-in-the-nation law is full of
wrinkles because it also applies to any adult couples who
can't legally marry, such as siblings or roommates. They
all can get benefits that include the nghts to share medical
insurance, joint property ownership and inheritances.

Couples don't have to know each other, live together.
or be Hawaiian residents to apply. They only have to be
legally barred from marrying each other and be at least
18 years old.

"This is an unprecedented move. It's the broadest
recognition of untraditional marriage ever. But this is
not exactly what the gay and lesbian community asked
for," said civil rights attorney
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Dan Foley, who represents three
homosexual couples suing the
state for the right to marry.

The lawsuit led to a Hawaiian
Supreme Court ruling in 1993
and a subsequent Circuit Court
ruling in 1996 that it was
unconstitutional to deny
marriage licenses to same-sex
couples. The Legislature
responded this year by passing
the same-sex benefits bill along
with a proposed constitutional
amendment that would negate
the Supreme Court by banning

gay marriages.



The state has asked the court to defer a final ruling
until after a vote on the amendment set for November
1998.

Meanwhile, businesses fret they will pay a high price
for extra medical insurance costs because of the benefits
bill, and want more clarification from the state on how
far they must go in providing additional benefits.

Tim Ho, president of the Hawaii Employers Council,
said the issue could wind up in court if the state fails to
provide adequate interpretation of the new law.

Cayetano said he supports the bill's intent, but did not
sign it because he wanted it limited only to same-sex
couples.

"Apparently the religious right did not want the bill to
be seen as specifically tailored to same-sex couples,"
Cayetano said. "Unfortunately, the Legislature gave in
to that, but created another problem."

Cayetano hopes the Legislature will change the law
next session.

"It can be limited to same-sex couples for the same
reasons I think marriage can be limited to heterosexuals,"
he said.

Lesbian Elected To
Mexican Congress

(Rex Wockner) -- A lesbian activist won election to
Mexico's Congress July 6.

Patria Jimenez took her seat in the Chamber of
Deputies Sept. 1 as a representative of the left-wing
Democratic Revolution Party
(PRD).

She will be one of the 200
legislators in the 500-member
body who are selected by
political parties rather than by
direct voting. Each party gets
to appoint a certain number of
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which has clung to power for 68 years amid routine
allegations of electoral fraud. When tabulations are final,
the PRI likely will have lost its majority in the Chamber
of Deputies as well.

"T'm really happy," Jimenez said in Spanish in a July
10 phone call from Mexico City. "We've been partying.
We're delighted.

"It's an historic event and we're just really pleased."

Jimenez said she will fight for institutionalization of
gay- community spaces and improved treatment for
people with HIV, among other things. The vast majority
of Mexican AIDS patients cannot afford any antiviral
drugs.

Jimenez's colorful campaign posters were aimed
directly at "the lesbian-gay community" with the slogan:
"Safe Sex, Safe Vote. Make the future yours!"

As far as can be determined, Jimenez becomes the first
openly gay or lesbian member of any Latin American
federal legislative body.

A second openly gay candidate, gay activist Francisco
Robles Manning, lost his Congressional race in Mexico
City's gay Zona Rosa neighborhood.

His Cardenista Party also failed to get enough votes in
the several-state region for him to be appointed by the
party. (Unlike Jimenez, Robles ran both as a regular
candidate and a "plurinominal circumscription” - or
party-list -- candidate.)

"The vote for my party was very low because of the
big swing to the PRI -- that was the problem," Robles
said in Spanish in a July 9 phone call from Mexico City.

The Cardenistas would have needed three percent of
the vote in the region for Robles
to be appointed but received only
about two percent. In previous
elections, the party captured up to
five percent of the vote -- which
had led Robles to predict his
election was a fairly safe bet.

specially listed candidates to AND

represent a several-state region,
based on the percentage of the
vote the party received in the
Tegion.

In Jimenez's case, the PRD
needed 16 percent of the vote in
the states around Mexico City
to put her in office -- as she was
listed at number 12 on the
PRD's proportional-
representation candidate list.

To everyone's surprise, the
PRD captured about 36 percent
of the vote in those states and
even snagged the mayor's seat
in Mexico City - stunning the
ruling Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI),
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Transsexual Fights For
Disability Protection

PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) -- A
transsexual has sued her former
employer in a bid to have a
hormone condition resulting from
her sex change declared a federally
protected disability.

The condition is
hypoestrogenism, which means
there is diminished estrogen in the
bloodstream. It is common in
women, but Margaret OHartigan,
a44-year-old transsexual, said she
became afflicted because of her
1979 sex change operation.

O'Hartigan and the Oregon

Bureau of Labor and Industries believe she was
discriminated against when her employer provided
insurance that covered hormone treatments for other
women, but wouldn't purchase insurance that covered
the therapy for transsexuals.

The former secretary filed a federal lawsuit last month
against the Portland law firm VavRosky, MacColl, Olson,
Doherty & Miller.

Chronology of Cunanan's
Alleged
Killing Spree

MIAMI BEACH, July 24
(Reuter) -  Andrew
Cunanan's run from the law
e ended on Wednesday July 23
CromfB)  with a gunshot in a
houseboat on Indian Creek,
a few miles from Gianni Versace's mansion in South
Beach.

Officials said the body found in the houseboat after a
stand-off was Cunanan's.

Cunanan, thought to be a homosexual prostitute, was
the prime suspect in at least five murders. Here is a
chronology of his alleged movements and killings since
April.

April 27 - Cunanan left a message for Jeflrey Trail, 28,
a gas company manager in Minneapolis, asking Trail to
meet him at the apartment of architect David Madson.
The three had met when Trail, a former Navy officer,
was stationed in San Diego.

April 29 - The body of Trail, Cunanan's first alleged
victim, was found in Madson's apartment, rolled upin a
rug. He had been bludgeoned with a claw hammer, found
nearby.

May 3 - The body of Madson, 33, was found by
fishermen near a lake about 30 miles north of
Minneapolis. He was shot in the back of the head and
had been dead for a day.

May 4 - Lee Miglin, 72, a millionaire real estate
developer from Chicago, found dead by his wife in their
garage. Police speculate Cunanan met Miglin by chance.
He was tortured, his throat slashed with a saw, chest
stabbed with pruning shears. Madson's red Jeep was
found nearby and Miglin's Lexus was missing.

May 9 - The body of William Reese, 45, a cemetery
caretaker, was discovered at Finn's Point National
Cemetery in Pennsville, New Jersey. He had been shot.
Miglin's 1994 Lexus was found nearby and Reese's
Chevy pickup truck was missing.

July 15 - Italian fashion designer Gianni Versace shot
twice in the head on the steps of his mansion in Miami
Beach. Reese's pickup truck found in a public garage
nearby, where it had apparently been parked for a month.

July 23 - After a massive manhunt for Cunanan and
hundreds of purported sightings across the country, police
are called to a houseboat in Miami Beach, 40 blocks
north of Versace's mansion. After a four-hour siege, police
storm the houseboat and find Cunanan's body.

Bottoms Wins in Appeals Court

(PlanetOut) — An appeals court says a judge erred in
barring contact between a lesbian mom's son and her
partner, but a likely challenge to that ruling means Sharon
Bottoms' case will go to Virginia Supremes yet again.

Sharon Bottoms, who because she is a lesbian lost
custody of her son, Tyler Doustou, to her own mother,
Kay Bottoms, in a notorious 1993 decision upheld by
the Virginia state Supreme Court, has won the latest
round in her continuing legal struggle. Less than a year
ago, Sharon traded in the hope of regaining custody of
Tyler for the chance to have him visit with her in her
home, only to see any contact whatever between Tyler
and her life partner, April Wade, barred by Henrico
County Circuit Court Judge Buford Parsons. But on July
29, a three-judge panel of the Virginia Court of Appeals
ruled that Parsons had misapplied adecade-old precedent
denying a gay father's domestic partner visitation with
his child, and ordered the judge to reconsider the case.
Although noting that this was the first instance in which
a higher court in Virginia had explicitly ruled that sexual
orientation per se should be irrelevant in visitation
determinations, the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU), which has participated in Bottoms' case since
the beginning, was somewhat disappointed by the narrow
scope of the appeals court's ruling. The unanimous
opinion written for the three-judge panel by Judge
Richard Bray said, "While issues of adult sexuality and
related behavior are significant to an adjudication of
visitation, such factors must be assessed by the court
together with other relevant circumstances and balanced
in a visitation arrangement which both benefits and
protects the child." In addition to Tyler's own formerly
close relationship with co-parent Wade, Sharon Bottoms'
suit presented a psychologist who testified to the
importance of "demystifying" for him the relationship
between Wade and his mother. Tyler is now five years
old. .

Any joy in the current ruling may well be short-lived,
as Kay Bottoms' attorney has indicated that there will
probably be an appeal to the Virginia Supreme Court. In
the original struggle for custody of Tyler, the appeals court
also ruled in favor of Sharon Bottoms, only to be
overruled by the state's highest court in 1995. That
decision was significantly based on Virginia's sodomy
law, which makes lesbian sex acts felonious, even though
criminal charges were never brought against Sharon
Bottoms or April Wade.

Tyler's father has never been a party to the case,
although during the custody appeals he voiced strong



Employment Appeal Tribunal ruling that said that in both
public and private employment trannys are covered under
the 1975 Sex Discrimination Act. A celebrated 1996
victory in the European Court of Justice applied only to
job rights for public sector employees. The case at issue
was that of the MtF known as "C," an amusement park
employee who was [irst harassed
and finally fired after revealing
plans to undergo gender
reassignment surgery.

Arrene TurkincgToN DEgy

untreated hypoestrogenism are severe enough to
substantially impair her ability to do her work as a
secretary.

San Diego's law against cross-dressing is being
targeted for repeal by the groups TransAction and Voices
for Justice in a campaign launched July 25, at a rally

0
-

National Organization for

Women (NOW) at its annual
national conference finally passed
a transgender inclusion resolution
which had been debated at two
previous national meetings. After
acknowledging NOW's own
goals of working against
oppression and gender role
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stereotyping. and the oppression
and widespread
misunderstanding of
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Burroughs' "Naked
Lunch" depicted an
underground society at war with the mainstream values
of a larger technologically-based world.

The novel rejected standard formatting and dialogue
and replaced it with stream-of consciousness narrative
musings, non-linear chapters, and other literary
innovations many mainstream critics dismissed as
incomprehensible nonsense.

First published in 1959, "Naked Lunch" became the
focus of a precedent setting obscenity trial owning to its
violence and graphic depictions of gay sex. It won a final
appeal and was eventually published in the US in 1962.

Along with Jack Kerouac's "On the Road" and Allen
Ginsberg's "Howl," Burrough's "Naked Lunch" formed
the literary core of the Beat movement, which advocated
an early, pre-hippy spurning of dominant middle class
values and advocated the use of marijuana and other
drugs to expand the horizons of the mind. Burroughs
was addicted to heroin for more than 15 years.

Burroughs lived abroad in various countries before

showing of official support in an area where gays and
lesbians have recently been under attack by conservative
religious groups seeking to end discussion of
homosexuality in schools and to block the progress of
provincial domestic partnership legislation.

Hong Kong Gays Are Worried

On July 1, Britain gave Hong Kong to the People’s
Republic of China and local gays are more than a little
worried about their futures.

Hong Kong legalized gay sex in 1991 and gay life has
begun to look like it does in most of the world's more-
prosperous nations. In mainland China, on the other
hand, homosexuals sometimes still face prison and forced
shock treatment.

"Of all the people in Hong Kong to worry about
communist rule, gays probably have the most to fear,"
Toronto's Globe and Mail said recently.

"Deep down, we're scared," one Hong Kong gay man,
Tim, told the paper. "Everyone is just celebrating [the





































































