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Gay Bar in New
Showdown with Ku Klux Klan

(DatalL.ounge)BOSWELL, Pa. — The Philadelphia
Inquirer reports the owners of a small gay bar,
who have been defending their establishment
in the face of protests and attacks since it
opened four months ago, now have to contend
with threats from the imperial wizard of the Ku
Klux Klan.

The warning from KKK leader Barry Black
comes just as the owners of the club arrived at
a truce with locals who have been picketing the
establishment since "it went gay." The tavern,
called the Casa Nova, has been around for
almost 60 years.

Thirty Klansmen disembarked from a bus
which pulled up just outside the Casa Nova and
conducted a silent four-minute "prayer vigil." At
its end, the group leader Black picked up a
bullhorn and said, "Please don't make the next
call...a business call."

In March, not too long after the bar opened,
an unidentified assailant fired two shotgun blasts
into the bar's heavy wooden doors. No one was
injured in the attack.

Belfast Cop Killed
In Gay Bar

(NewsPlanet) - The first police officer to be
killed in Northern Ireland since the Irish
Republican Army's (IRA) ceasefire of August
1994 was a gay man, shot in Belfast's best-
known gay bar on the night of May 9. The Irish
National Liberation Army (INLA), a nationalist
group which separated from the IRA in 1975,
has claimed responsibility for the carefully
planned assault. Irish Prime Minister John
Bruton and Northern Ireland Office Minister
Tony Worthington were among the officials to
condemn the terrorist action.

At the time of the shooting, Constable Darren

Bradshaw (actually a recruit still based at the
training centre in east Belfast) was not only off
duty, but was on suspension while an internal
investigation was underway. Although police
have not made public the nature of that
investigation, the Royal Ulster Constabulary
(RUC, Northern Ireland's police force) is not
accepting of openly gay police officers.
Although in the past officers have been warned
away from the Parliament Bar because of
possible terrorist attacks there, it had not been
off-limits to them for several years.

For Bradshaw, it was the place where he found
the support he needed to come out as a gay
man despite his strict Protestant religious
background.

A regular patron of the always-crowded
Parliament Bar, he was reportedly much liked
there by those on both sides of the political
fence.

He was enjoying drinks with friends when a
pair of bewigged, disguised men entered the
bar, one heading for Bradshaw and shooting
him four times at close range in the back, the
other warning off the bar's staff with a gun. The
two were quickly driven off by a third man in
what proved to be a stolen car with false plates,
which was later found abandoned and burned.

It seems to have proved more dangerous for
Bradshaw to have been "out" as a police-officer
in the gay venue than to have been known as a
gay man to the police. The bar staff were
shocked and saddened that the killing had
occurred there.

One patron described the bar as "a neutral
venue, a melting pot. No one is interested in
who is nationalist or unionist. We have enough
problems being gay in this country without
having to worry about stuff like that. There are
three religions in Northern Ireland: Catholic,
Protestant and gay."

A spokesman for the Northern Ireland Gay
Rights Association went even further, telling the
"irish Times" that, "There has never been any
political division in the gay community. The only
conflict has been between lesbians and gay
men. Even during the 1981 hunger strike when
emotions were running very high, we remained
united.”

But one of the INLA's leading spokespersons
in Britain, deputy coordinator Simon McGill of
the Irish Republican Socialist Party (INLA's

political wing), is also openly gay. The way he
sees it, "The police raid gay bars and constantly
harass gay men. Anyone joining the police is
betraying their community....| have no problem
with the attack. He was a member of the RUC.
He put on a police uniform and became part of
a state which oppresses nationalists, His
sexuality is irrelevant. If a child is killed with a
plastic bullet, what difference does it make
whether the policeman who fired it is straight
or gay?"

The other known gay man to be killed in
Belfast this year was Presbyterian minister David
Templeton, who died1ast month as a result of a
so called "punishment" beating by loyalists.

Egyptian Transsexual Wins
Inheritance Rights

The Egyptian government-run "Al Akhbar"
daily newspaper reported a court ruling on a
question of transsexual inheritance. The
deceased in the case was a millionaire with two
sons, who would normally split the inheritance
in half under Islamic law. But when one son
underwent gender reassignment surgery after
the father's death, the other went to court
claiming that the transsexual should receive only
the 1/3 of the estate normally granted to a
daughter. A court in Alexandria dismissed the
case, leaving the tranny to inherit as a son,
because she was still a male when the father
died.

Although the court case was said to be
unprecedented, it was in line with a June 1996
religious decree by the head of the Sunni
Moslem Al-Azhar.

Youth Suicide Increase

New Zealand youth suicide numbers
increased in 1995 to 156 people up from 137
in 1994 for those aged between 15 and 24,
figures released last month reviewed. The male
youth suicide rate per 100,000 in 1995 was 45.4
up from 39.9 in 1994. The female rate was 12.9,
up from 9.7 in 1994.

While reports mentioned no appreciable
differences between the rates for Maori and
non-Maori, no information was available on the
sexuality of those who committed suicide.
While this information is not recorded it is

generally accepted that a large portion of the
male youth suicide rate is gay men.

Pentagon Probes Alleged Gay Harassment

WASHINGTON (Reuter) - The Pentagon
opened a formal review last month into
allegations that military investigators are
wrongfully conducting aggressive inquiries into
the sex lives of gay service members, the
Washington Post reported May 14.

Gay rights advocates have charged that
military commanders had turned a blind eye to
the harassment, the newspaper said.

Quoting unidentified defense officials, the
Post said the review was not aimed at amending
a three-year-old policy regulating homosexuals
in the ranks, but at ensuring correct
enforcement of rules that were painstakingly
negotiated with military leaders and Congress
during President Clinton's first months in office.

Under the policy, dubbed "don't ask, don't
tell", the military agreed to stop searching out
gays provided they kept their sexual orientation
private. Being homosexual is no longer a bar
to military service, but admitting it or engaging
in homosexual activity can trigger expulsion.

Since the regulation took affect in early 1994,
the number of gays dismissed from military
service has climbed 42 percent, reaching 850
in 1996, the Post reported.

The discharge rate last year was the highest
since 1987, prompting complaints by activists
that investigators had stepped up probes of gays
in violation of the policy, accoeding to the
newspaper.

Based on preliminary analysis, officials told the
Post that some homosexual cases had been
mishandled but they called the errors little more
than minoe technical violations and attributed
them largely to inadvertence or unfamiliarity
with the policy's complexities.

Safer Schools Plan Shocks NSW

(NewsPlanet) - A widely-circulated report in
the May 15 "Sydney Morning Herald" gave a
detailed account of plans to test an anti-
homophobia program in eight Sydney schools
in preparation for its institution throughout the
state of New South Wales - but then the state's
Minister of Education denied that any such plan



was in place. In the hours between the paper’s
publication and broadcast of the Minister's
denial, the NSW state National Party had
already leaped up to demand the government
halt the program, claiming it would be using
public funds to "promote homosexuality" and
contradict so-called "family values;" and within
the article itself, the Opposition's education
spokesperson Stephen O'Doherty anticipated
"extreme nervousness among the community,”
particularly in the absence of publicinput to the
plan. The newspaper article cited Kevin Gardner
as the Department of School Education
representative on a committee organizing the
trial program, but NSW Education Minister john
Aquilina insisted that there had been no official
approval, although the Gay and Lesbian
Teachers and Students Association (GalTaS)
may have had some discuss! ions with some
local teachers. In fact, Aquilina called the plan
"absolute lunacy."

From a pro-gay point of view, the plan as
outlined sounded terrific; to NSW National
Party leader lan Armstrong its efforts to
"normalize gay lifestyles" were merely terrifying.
It reportedly would have involved six primary
and two secondary schools which had
volunteered to test the pilot program beginning

Gardner agreed that "strong steps must be taken
to deal with [vilification of gays and lesbians]."

Certainly the idea of anti-homophobia
activities in the schools had been raised in
connection with the lawsuit brought last month
against the NSW schools by openly gay 14-year-
old student Christopher Tsakalos for their failure
to protect him from repeated severe gay-
bashings by other students. GalLTaS has
supported Tsakalos and a number of other
students planning to file similar claims, possibly
as a class action. The Teachers' Federation, while
supporting the teachers rather than Tsakalos,
proposed that education is a more appropriate
way of dealing with homophobia than litigation.

Florida Man Sentenced for

Distribution of AIDS Patient List

TAMPA, Fl. - The Associated Press reports a
former funeral home director, 33-year-old
Gregory Wentz, has been sentenced to 60 days
in jail for mailing a list containing the names of
4,000 AIDS patients to two Florida newspapers
back in September.

33-year-old Gregory Wentz told the court his
action was to stop misuse of the list by his
former roommate who was using the list to
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Calvert soon after the
disclosure for breaking

patient confidentiality laws.

Wentz's reasons for mailing the list to the two
newspapers is still unknown, though a personal
vendetta against Calvert clearly played some
roll in his actions. Wentz, who is now a
cabdriver, expressed little remorse over his
actions. "The media has made a circus of this,"
he told the Associated Press. "You ruined my
life."

Gay Father Fights to Win Back
Kids Before NC High Court

RALEIGH, N.C. — The North Carolina state
Supreme Court heard arguments in a child
custody case which will determine whether the
gay biological father of two boys can be
deemed an unfit parent because of his sexual
orientation.

The Raleigh News and Observer reports Fred
Smith, father of two boys ages 8 and 11, raised
his sons alone when the mother left Smith in
1991 to pursue an extramarital affair. At some
point Smith acknowledged his gay sexual
orientation and years later invited his long-time
partner, Tim Tipton, to move in and live with
the family.

Smith's ex-wife, Carol Pulliam, sued for and
won custody of her children in 1995 when
Henderson County District judge Deborah
Burgin agreed with her allegation that a gay
home was an unsuitable environment for two
young boys. Smith appealed, and the decision
was overturned in the state Court of Appeals in
October. Pulliam appealed to the state high
court.

Philip Jackson, the mother's lawyer, argued
displays of affection such as kissing and the
private sexual practices engaged in by the two
men were detrimental to the well-being of the
children. "[Smith] has admitted he has engaged
in fellatio with Mr. Tipton, which is a violation
of state law," he told the 7 judges. "That
behavior, immoral and illegal, creates an
environment unsuitable for children even if
done in private because it is a felony,” the
Raleigh Observer quotes Jackson.

Ellen Gerber, the lawyer representing Smith,
countered that Pulliam, too, had admitted to
engaging in oral sex, and that to focus on the
private sexual practices of parents would turn
child custody cases into prurient travesties.

"Parental fitness is about being a good parent,
a warm parent, a supportive parent, a loving
parent. It is not about private sexual activity
behind closed doors."

A ruling on the case is expected by summer's
end.

Brit Court OK's G/L Adoption

(NewsPlanet) — A British mother's objections
to her daughter's adoption by a lesbian who is
in a live-in relationship were rejected by the
High Court last month in a ruling made public
May 21. Although only married couples are
allowed to adopt jointly, Justice Singer ruled that
there was nothing in the 1976 Adoption Act to
preclude adoption based on a prospective
parent's homosexual orientation or same-
gender relationship. He noted that objections
to adoptions by gays and lesbians were
generally based on a confusion between
homosexuality and pederism. The adoption
approved last month is said to be the first of its
kind in England or Wales. A gay man in a
relationship had previously been allowed to
adopt a disabled boy in Scotland after a ruling
last year by the Inner House of the Court of
Session there.

The ruling came in the case of W, an 11-year-
old girl who has lived with her prospective
adoptive mother since 1995 and is apparently
thriving. Although the child has been in foster
care for several years, her biological mother has
wanted to retain the connection of legal
parenthood as well as the right to oppose her
daughter's adoption by a lesbian couple. She's
said she has nothing against the adoptive
mother personally.

There is little legal precedent in the U.K. on
the question of gay and lesbian adoptions. The
only other ruling was an English judge's 1993
approval of a single lesbian's bid to adopt. The
current decision affirms the finding in the
Scottish case, so the courts appear to be united
in their interpretations that it's the individual
circumstances and best interests of the child that
need to be considered, not the prospective
parent's sexual orientation or relationship per
se. Justice Singer indicated that it was up to
Parliament, not the courts, to amend the law if
they intended to ban gay and lesbian adoptions.



In
Child Custody Case

(Washington Blade) --
Lawyers are preparing for
the appeal of an April 1996
Maryland divorce case

where a judge ordered that §

two children could not have
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