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'PLEASE NOTE:

| We are going on vacation! Since Outlook is strictly
“ avolunteer effort, we put a lot of our spare time
| (What's that?) into putting it together. This year
} Mark and | have decided to combine the July and
| August issues into one and take a little time to
| ourselves.

| What does this mean? It means there will be no
| issue inthe month of August. Outlook will return
| in September with it's 2nd Anniversary issue! For
| subscribers, not to worry; your subscription will
| run one month longer than scheduled, so there

| 3
| will be no loss to you. S,

Gubscrioe Now

Welcome to the
new look of Outlook
Magazine!

Since it's inceptionin
September 1995
we have made a
few changes in its
appearance, but
the most noficeable
Is that of the
content.

Over the last 20
months we've
increased our news
coverage
dramatically, had
many arficles and
submissions sent in
by you the reader,
and have made jt
easier to read by
using clearer,
simpler fonts.

With the current
changes, :we're
offering a more
updated
appearance and
as you'll nofice, the
type is more legible;
not so hard on the
eyes. Changes will
be happening over
the next few issues.
We hope you enjoy
the new look of
Qutlook Magazine!

Send us your
comments to the
addresses listed
below. We look
forward to hearing
from you.

Please send us your name and address along with a cheque for $15 made payable
to Outlook Magazine to cover postage and handling. Outlook will arrive at your
door every month for a full year in an unmarked envelope.

Outlook Magazine
P.O. Box 40002, Waterloo Square P.O., Waterloo, ON. N2} 4V1
Telephone: (51 9)- E-mail: outlook@easynet.on.ca
Website: http://www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/5901



NEWS...... FROM

FORMER ZIMBABWE PRESIDENT
SUED FOR SEXUAL ABUSE OF
AlIDE

(The Data Lounge) -- The former president
of Zimbabwe, Canaan Banana, has been
sued for $115,000 in civil damages by
an ex-police aide who charges Banana with
rape and sexual abuse spanning a period
of three years, Reuters reports.

Jefta Dube, a former police inspector,
filed the civil suit with Zimbabwe's high
court on March 25. The allegations against
the ex-president were first made last
February during Dube's trial for the 1995
murder of a fellow policeman. Dube told
the Zimbabwe court he fatally shot and
killed the man when he was referred to as
"Banana's wife" by the officer in front of
other policemen.

Dube pleaded guilty to the murder
charge, but said the prolonged sexual abuse
he suffered made him depressive and an
alcoholic. The judge in the case ruled Dube
was acting under diminished
responsibility and sentenced the officer to
a 10 year prison term.

Banana, who is 61 and the father of
five, served in the largely ceremonial post
of president from 1980 to 1987 and was
a close associate and friend of then-Prime
Minister and current Zimbabwe President,
Robert Mugabe.

The charges against the president's trusted
ally and friend are an acute embarrassment
for Mugabe, who last year unleashed a
blistering public attack on the ¢ountry's gay
men and lesbians.
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CANADIAN GAYS/LESBIANS

READY FOR ELECTIONS

(NewsPlanet) -- Canadian national political
debate just hasn't given enough recognition to
gay and lesbian issues, in the eyes of the national
advocacy group EGALE (Equality for Gays And
Lesbians Everywhere), so they're mobilizing the
community to ensure those questions are raised in
the next national election campaign. EGALE
executive director John Fisher begins a whirlwind
tour that will take him through every province
and territory in the country until the end of May,
to hold community meetings on strategies for
visibility and successful election of a responsive
national parliament. EGALE will actively distribute
its own literature and question candidates as to
their positions on gay and lesbian civil rights.
One long-running struggle has been the effort
to gain domestic partner benefits for federal gay
and lesbian employees. On April 10, a human
rights tribunal ordered the government to define
federal employees' same-gender partners as
“spouses, removing the necessity for any special
registration for unmarried couples to qualify for
the same benefits as legally married ones. The
federal government is reviewing the ruling.

EPITAPH DENIED, CEMETERY SUED

(NewsPlanet) -- A headstone in a Philadelphia-
area cemetery remains blank 2-1/2 years after
the death of the lesbian whose grave it marks.
Cynthia Friedman knew exactly what she wanted
for an epitaph and took every available legal step
to ensure that her partner of 13 years, Sherry
Barone, would be able to see to it for her. But
because Friedman's parents objected to the
epitaph's opening phrase "beloved life partner,"

AROUND THE WORLD
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the Har Jehuda Cemetery has refused to recognize
Barone's authority without a court order to
establish it. The Lambda Legal Defense and
Education Fund (LLDEF) filed a lawsuit in federal
court April 15 on behalf of Barone, charging the
cemetery with breach of contract and infliction of
emotional distress. Says Barone's LLDEF attorney
David Buckel, "This is the case that answers the
question that comes up in state legislature after
state legislature around the country: why aren't
legal documents enough? Why do gay people
need the right to marry as well?"

Friedman was diagnosed with cancer in 1989
and diedin 1994 In the interim, she and Barone
gave each other powers of attorney and proxies
for medical care, named each other in wills, and
made explicit instructions for fulfilling Friedman's
final wishes. The couple had fallen in love as
teenagers, made a life commitment in their
twenties, and moved together from their native
Philadelphia to Southern California, where Barone
cared for Friedman during her illness. Barone
purchased adjacent plots in the cemetery, where
both women have family members interred, with
the intent that they should be together in death
as in life.

LLLDEF charges that there is no legal basis
whatever for anyone to contravene Barone's efforts
to carry out Friedman's will. LLDEF director
Beatrice Dohrn noted, "It would be unimaginable
for a cemetery to question a husband's or wife's
authority to act after a spouse's death. This couple
did everything possible to assure that they would
be treated appropriately,

This case illustrates that even when lesbian and
gay couples have lawyers draft all the
recommended documents, they are vulnerable to
the homophobia of those who will not respect
our families."

Friedman and Barone had also planned to observe

traditional Jewish burial and mourning rites, now
spoiled by Har Jehuda's obstruction. Custom
dictates that the year-long grieving period ends
with an "unveiling" of the headstone, and
performing that ritual without a grave marker has
left Barone deeply distressed. "l didn't complete
the grieving process that a person should have
after losing a loved one," she says. "My life cannot
go on fully until | know that Cynthia's spirit is at
rest, her wishes having been carried out."

The complete epitaph planned for the
headstone reads, "Cynthia L. Friedman/ July 11,
1959 - October 3, 1994/ Beloved life partner,
daughter, granddaughter, sister, and aunt/ A
spirited and compassionate woman who will be
forever in our hearts."

GAYS SUE NEW BRUNSWICK MAYOR

Fredericton, New Brunswick, Mayor Brad
Woodside is being hauled before the provincial
Human Rights Commission over his refusal to
proclaim Gay Pride Week -- the only known denial
of a proclamation in city history.

"Sexual orientation belongs in the bed chambers
not the council chambers," Woodside explained.

Fredericton Lesbians and Gays coordinated 19
separate complaints to the commission on the
grounds that the provincial Human Rights Act
bans discrimination based on sexual orientation.

The commission has declared the case "not
without merit," meaning it can proceed.

In a similar, precedent-setting case in Ontario
in 1991, the mayor of Hamilton was ordered to

proclaim Gay Pride Week and to personally pay
a $5,000 fine.



HAWAII AGREES TO
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
BANNING GAY MARRIAGE

HONOLULU -- The Honolulu Advertiser
reports the Hawaii House and Senate have
reached agreement on a proposed constitutional
amendment they believe would ban same sex
marriage. Agreement has also reportedly been
reached on the package of benefits and rights for
couples who, under the amended state
constitution, would be denied the right to marry.

In an effort to steer the decision away from the
purview of Hawaii's courts, House and Senate
leaders have been struggling for months over the
wording of a constitutional amendment. The
Advertiser reports lawmakers agreed to: "The
Legislature shall have the power to reserve marriage
to opposite sex couples."

If the proposed amendment clears the Ffull
|egis|ature, as expected, voters will be asked to
ratify the amendment in the 1998 General
Election. Polls taken over the past several years
show a sixty to seventy percent majority of Hawaii
residents have stated their opposition to same-
sex marriage.

House and Senate negotiations repeatedly
broke down over the scope of benefits that would
be granted gay couples and other non-traditional
families in the event the gay marriage ban was
adopted. The House was offering a limited
package of five enumerated benefits and the
Senate was pressing for a package containing more
than two hundred.

The compromise reached provides some sixty
rights and benefits guaranteed by the state to
couples forbidden by law to marry.

Senate negotiators say a substantial benefits
package which included joint health care coverage
was absolutely essential if lawmakers were to prove
to the courts that banning gay marriage did not
necessari|y entail discriminatory praatices against
gay couples.

Dan Foley, the lawyer representing the three
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gay and lesbian couples who originally sued the
state for marriage licenses, says the case is far
from over. If the proposed amendment is adopted
by voters in 1998, the 1999 legislature would
still have to draft a law banning gay marriage.
Foley says the Hawaii Supreme Court will not
wait that long to make a decision on the gay
marriage issue.

SCIENTISTS FIND CHINK IN AIDS
VIRUS ARMOR

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (Reuter) - Researchers
said April 17 they had isolated a weak spot in
the AIDS virus which may allow new drugs to
stop the infection from spreading.

Led by Dr. Peter Kim and Dr. David Chan at
the Whitehead Laboratory in Cambridge,
scientists have isolated an image of the viral protein
that allows HIV to attach itself to a healthy human
cell and kill it.

The two scientists, writing in the April 18 issue
of the journal Cell, said the striking image
produced through the use of X-ray crystallagraphy,
reveals a compact bundle punctuated by deep
cavities.

"Until we saw the images, we didn't know that
these cavities existed," Dr. Kim said. "They could
be key targets for the development of new antiviral
drugs."

Part of what has made AIDS difficult to combat
is that the virus mutates so often. What Kim and
Chan discovered was that the protein's structure
remains constant -- an unchanging target for
scientists developing anti-AIDS drugs.

The protein's "structure suggests a way to prevent
infection," Chan said in a telephone interview,
adding that the image showed the protein
possessed two parts that need to touch for it to
remain viable.

"I you have a drug that can block that
interaction, you can prevent infection."

Chan suggested that small molecule drugs,
synthetically produced, could provide the barrier

to infection.

To speed the process of drug discovery, the
Whitehead scientists will make the precise, three-
dimensional information about the protein structure
accessible to all scientists through Brookhaven
National Laboratory's protein data bank.

SCIENTISTS DISCOVER IMPORTANT
HIV_MECHANISM

NEW YORK -- The New York Times reports
that scientists have discovered the precise
mechanism by which HIV penetrates the
membrane of cells it infects. Knowledge about
the workings of the mechanism, which the Times
describes as being similar to a spring loaded
harpoon, can lead to treatments that "jam" the
harpoon or render it somehow inoperable, thereby
preventing infection.

The discovery of the mechanism is the result of
more than 15 years of research. The harpoon
mechanism utilized by HIV, say scientists, has also
been found in the influenza virus and a mouse
leukemia virus. These same scientists say it is likely
other viruses will also be found to utilize the same
method to invade healthy cells.

Over the past several years, scientists have
developed an understanding of the basic chemistry
by which proteins in HIV recognize proteins on
the cells they attack. The new path of discovery
is telling biologists what physical changes these

The virus then fuses its own coat with that of the
cell membrane and the infection process begins.
Scientists say a deeper understanding of what
chemical reactions trigger the release of the
harpoon, which is now understood to be at the
heart
of the infection process, can lead to treatments
that blunt its effectiveness.

PRIEST TURNS HOLY THURSDAY
INTO 'COMING OUT DAY’

(Washington Blade) -- A Catholic priest who
announced to parishioners that he is Gay and
celibate has received an “extremely” supportive
reaction from his bishop, the Grand Rapids Press
reported.

The Rev. Martin Kurylowicz, longtime pastor
of Sparta’s Holy Family Catholic Church, said he
received “many hugs” from parishioners after he
came out during a Holy Thursday Mass on March
97. He added that Bishop Robert Rose, who
presides over the 150,000-member Grand
Rapids diocese, has bieen “extremely supportive,”
the newspaper reported.

Rose said he is satisfied that Kurylowicz's views
on homosexuality are consistent with the church's
belief that acting on homosexual desires is a sin,
the newspaper reported. Sparta is located about
15 miles north of Grand Rapids.

proteins undergo when they
come in contact with a host cell.
The harpoon protein is

; BEST
compacted like a compressed HOUSE
spring until a chemical reaction, ASSOCIATES

most likely contact with the host
cell, releases it. The

tip of the harpoon is repellent
to water but attracted to fat
found in cell membranes, the
Times says, enabling the
harpoon protein to thrust itself
deep into the surface of the cell.
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knowledge necessary for resolving sex tensions."
The guidelines also provide for education on AIDS
and an "emphasis on the clarification of
values,positive self-esteem, and concepts of

marriage and family." Hong Kong schools are not

questioned would not allow a homosexual into
their homes, 37 per cent would not stay in the

same hotel as a homosexual or bi-sexual and one
in five people stated they would not shake hands
with a gay person.

MONDAYS at 9:30..

putting the queer in your ear

outabout@mgl.ca

623-5717

holiness," Jean-Louis Brugues, a member of the
Catholic Church's International Theological
Commission and the article's author, wrote on
April 23.

"One thing is certain: the homosexual person is
called, like all others, to see his talents bear fruit
and put them to the service of the human
community and the building of the kingdom of
God," Reuters quotes the article. lts appearance
prompted banner headlines in ltaly, such as the
one in Rome's La Repubblica which declared
"Chaste gays will be saints."

Reuters said Bruges urged Church members and
officials to study and modify their behavior toward
gay and lesbian faithful. A priest who administers
to gay parishioners "must overcome his fears and
perhaps repress his opposition or even the
repulsion homosexuality inspires in him..."

"Christian communities," the article said, "should
be careful to refrain from every expression of
contempt toward persons who have this
particularity." Bruges urged wards of the Church
to coax gay people out of their "ghettos" and to
encourage them ro take part with other Catholics
in a wide range of community activity.

"Every human being without exception is called
with his whole being to salvation, not despite of

outcast, unclean, filthy, obscene ... faggot blood
will spray.”

Appearing on a television news show, a bass
player in the band, Andrew James, defended
the song, saying it was inspired by the Bible and
that it was “nothing worse than [the music] that's
coming out of Europe and America.” ‘

“It is an extreme song,” he conceded, “but
that's the brand of music we choose to play.”

Activists in Adelaide, a coastal city in South
Australia, denounced Cohort and criticized the
state government for allowing the band to record
a portion of the album at a state high school.

Jamie Anderson, spokesperson for the Pride
Action Network, said the government’s decision
to allow the band access to the high school implied
that the government “supports hatred,
premeditated violence, and murder of Gay [and]
Lesbian people.”

Warhead Records, the record company which
produced Drawn and Quartered, defended the
album and the band.

Brad Sims, a spokesperson for the record
company, told Associated Press that Warhead
Records “absolutely supports Cohort's freedom
to express whatever opinion they have through
the safe medium of music.”































































