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NEWS...... FROM

ANTI-GAY VIOLENCE RISES

DESPITE OVERALL DROP IN
CRIME

(Reuters) -- The New York City Gay and
Lesbian Anti-Violence Project and the
National Coalition of Anti-Violence
released a report which said reports of
violence against gay men and lesbians rose
last year despite double-digit drops in
violent crime throughout the country.

Reuters said in response to the report,
U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno issued
a statement condemning the acts of
violence. "Recent reports, including data
from the FBI, have shown a disturbing rise
in the number of hate crimes based on race,
color, national origin, religion, and sexual
orientation," she said. Reno called on
Congress to improve the government's
ability to prosecute and prevent such
crimes.

Federal law does not currently allow for
prosecution of crimes motivated by hatred
of a person's sexual orientation. However,
provisions under the 1994 Crime Act
allow for stiffer penalties if anti-gay or anti-
lesbian sentiment was found to play a factor
in the commission of a federal offense.

The two anti-violence groups noted most
incidents occurred in a public space rather
than a gay bar or event. The report also
noted a sharp rise in anti-gay violence
during Gay and Lesbian month in June,
when gay visibility is most strong.

The report noted anti-gay violence
dropped in St. Louis, Phoenix, and New
York City but rose in, Cleveland, Los
Angeles, and Chicago.

NO GAY/LESBIAN
ROOM AT THE INN

(NewsPlanet) -- Activists are outraged by a
new law barring gay and lesbian couples from
occupying hourly-rate "love motels" in a town
outside of Buenos Aires, Argentina. The working-
class community of Malvinas Argentinas ruled that
all pairs admitted to such "transitory hostels" for
the sharing of amorous delights "must be without
exception a man and a woman." It is well-known
that young

people who still live in parental homes -- or any
other romantics who have a secret -- frequently
find brief refuge in such establishments.

In response to charges by gays and lesbians
that the law is discriminatory, Mayor Jesus
Cariglino defended the law to the press, saying,
"We would be discriminating if in this new by-
law we had specified that fat people can't use
them, or that preferably only blondes with blue
eyes should go there."

BRIT GYM TEACHER FREED, FIRED

(NewsPlanet ) -- The quirkiness of age-of-
consent laws was highlighted March 11 when a
British gym teacher was found not guilty of
indecent assault charges when it proved that the
female student she was involved with was 16
rather than 15 at the time. However, the physical
education and science instructor was also fired
from her job the same day.

The unnamed student was said to have become
infatuated with gym teacher Ceri Bevan when they
met on a school field trip Bevan supervised. The
student somehow discovered a photo of another
woman in Bevan's wallet and deduced that Bevan
is a lesbian. Apparently the attraction was mutual,
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as a few weeks after the field trip Bevan took the
student for a ride in her car. For two years, the
girl would sneak out of her house at night to meet
Bevan for lovemaking after a drive to a secluded
spot or to Bevan's home.

Bevan had stated consistently from her first
contact with police that she had started the sexual
relationship only after the girl had turned 16, the
age of consent for lesbian sex in Britain. (The age
of consent for heterosexual and lesbian acts is
16; when the Parliament reformed the gay male
age of consent a few years ago from its former
21, it was unwilling to go any lower than 18).

Cardiff Crown Court Judge William Gaskill
instructed the jury March 11, "Whatever you
may think of the defendant forming a sexual
relationship with one of her pupils, the criminality
lies with the child being under 16. To convict
her [Bevan] you would have to be satisfied that
she [the student] was under 16 when the offenses
took place. She [the student] started off by saying
she was under 16, but when cross-examined gave
various dates when she was over 16." The jury
acquitted Bevan, who maintained that the charges
were brought against her as an act of revenge
after she'd ended the relationship.

While awaiting trial, Bevan was suspended from
her teaching duties but received her full pay of
20,000 pounds per year. At the completion of
the trial, a disciplinary hearing resulted in her
termination. She plans to appeal that decision.

Tabloids dramatized the relationship between
teacher and student as "lesbian sex romps" and
"lessons in lovemaking," seemed to find it
meaningful that the car in which Bevan and the
student had their assignations was a white V\W/
Polo, and inevitably emphasized that Bevan is

blonde.

SWEDEN ANTI-HATE BILL DEFEATED

(NewsPlanet) -- Sweden's ruling Social
Democratic Party has defeated two among a
number of pro-gay bills introduced in Parliament
this session.

One would have prohibited "Incitement to
Hatred Against Homosexuals," a bill inspired by
growing Neo-Nazi activity in Sweden which has
included attempts to bomb gay and lesbian
venues. The measure had the support of the Centre
Party, the Green Party, the Liberal Party, the Leftist
Party, and even some Social Democrats -- in fact,
three Social Democratic Members of Pardiament
(Nalin Baksi, Johnny Ahlqvist and Juan Fonseca)
had made two separate par'iamentary motions
against incitement. Nonetheless, the ruling party,
aided by the Christian Democrats and the
Conservatives, was able to defeat the proposal
March 12.

The Swedish national gay and lesbian advocacy
organziation RFSL (the Swedish Federation for
Gay and Lesbian Rights) reports that the Social
Democrats received considerable criticism for their
opposition to this bill in the course of the floor
debate.

The Queen of Sweden was recently embarassed
when a thank you note was sent in her name in
response to a homophobic letter from Vera
Oredsson, a leader of the neo-Nazi NRP
(Nordiska Rikspartiet, or Nordic National Party).
The letter warned of dire consequences for
acceptance of gays and lesbians and its
recommendations included, "If the illness is not
dealt with in its early phase, only firm attacks will
do." The Queen's small and harried public relations
staff had simply responded with a form letter
prepared in connection with a recent international
conference on child pornography, an issue the



Quueen has taken to heart.

A measure to establish a constitutional
prohibition against any legislation which
discriminates
against gays and lesbians has also been defeated
in the Swedish Parliament.

ITALY'S LARGEST POLITICAL PARTY
EMBRACES GAYS
(Washington Blade) -- Italy’s largest political party
adopted a Gay civil rights resolution on Feb. 23,

according to the ltalian news agency ANSA.

The adoption of the resolution came during
the annual convention of the Democratic Party of
the Left (Partito Democratico della Sinistra), which
holds the largest number of seats in the ltalian
Parliament.

The ANSA report was forwarded to the Blade
from the ltalian Embassy in Washington, D.C. A
spokesperson in the Embassy’s press office said
they had no additional information on the

resolution as of yet.

SWAZILAND REJECTS G/L GROUP

(NewsPlanet) -- The newly-formed Gay and
Lesbian Association of Swaziland (GaleSwA)
has been denied recognition by the Swazi
government. Prime Minister Dr. Sibusiso Dlamini
announced the rejection in a media conference
March 13. He believes that homosexuality is new
to the country and is generally considered
abnormal and unacceptable by the general public.
He feels no need for the government to "condone”
it until that's demonstrated to be the wish of the
majority of citizens, and says they will have the
chance to express their opinions in an upcoming
constitutional review. He did note that no existing
law or policy prohibits homosexuality and affirmed

the right to free expression.

GaleSwA president Mangosuthu Dlamini says
there has not previously been anyone to speak
up for Swazi gays and lesbians in response to
those who have abused them mentally and
physically and have lobbied against them. The
Mbabane-based advocacy group recently
announced its formation in a statement which
described their mission as establishing recognition
of gays and lesbians as full and equal members of
Swazi society as the traditional Kingdom becomes
a modern democracy.

PRESBYTERIANS MULL GAY ISSUE

(AP) Religion Wiriter -- Seeking to make a
definitive stand in the sex wars convulsing mainline
Protestantism, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
made its ban on the ordination of homosexuals
part of church law.

Less than a year after an Episcopal church court
ruled it had no legal ground to censure a bishop
for ordaining a gay man, regional bodies of the
2.7 million-member Presbyterian Church have
voted to prohibit the ordination of individuals
who are sexually active outside of marriage.

The ban got the majority it needed March 18
with approvals from presbyteries in Miami and
Charlotte, N.C. The Book of Order the church's
constitution will be amended to require chastity
of single ministers.

“As far as establishing this is in fact the position
of the church, that has been established," said
the Rev. Robert Bullock Jr., editor of The
Presbyterian Outlook.

An official announcement of the vote is not
expected for some time as votes are sent to church
headquarters in Louisville. But advocacy groups
said the 172 districts so far have voted 88 in
favor and 60 against.

The United Church of Christ is the only major
Protestant denomination to permit the ordination
of homosexuals. Opinion polls show a majority

of people in the pews oppose having gay and
lesbian ministers.

But the issue continues to dominate the agendas
of mainline churches. In a decision last May that
averted the first heresy trial of an Episcopal bishop
since the 1920s, a church court ruled that
Episcopal doctrine does not explicitly bar the
ordination of practicing gays. It also declared a
1979 resolution against the ordination of non-
celibate gays is nonbinding.

The Presbyterian General Assembly, the
church's chief legislative body, in 1993 affirmed
past church policies forbidding the ordination of
non-celibate homosexuals. The church's Book of
Order, however, has not specifically addressed
the issue of gay ordinations.

Last year, after a three-year churchwide study
of sexuality, the General Assembly sent out a
proposed constitutional amendment forbidding the
ordination of individuals who fail to live "either
in fidelity within the covenant of marriage of a
man and a woman, or chastity in singleness."

In practice, what the amendment does is give
church policy banning gay ordinations the "status
of church law," said spokesman Jerry Van Marter.

"It says to the country that Presbyterians are
committed to reaffirming their biblical center for
faith and practice," said the Rev. Jack Haberer,
moderator of The Presbyterian Coalition, a group
favoring the amendment.

Scott Anderson, co-moderator of Presbyterians
for Gay and Lesbian Concerns, said the change
will force more gay and lesbian Presbyterians out
of the church. "It's one more club that has been
used to beat up gay and lesbian people in the
Presbyterian church," he said.

Still, Anderson said, activists have no plans to
give up. |n addition to the 60 votes against the
amendment, he said there was significant
opposition in many church bodies that voted for
it.

"The Presbyterian church is a house divided, a
church divided, right now," he said.

CANADIAN TEACHERS V5.
HOMOPHOBIA

(NewsPlanet) -- As the British Columbia
Teachers Federation held its annual general meeting
in Vancouver, they passed by a large margin March
17 a resolution to develop anti-homophobia
resources. The first step is establishment of a
committee which will develop a report over the
coming year. The priority for the education
program is teachers themselves, to establish a norm
against labelling, name-calling and stereotyping
based on sexual orientation. The resolution was
moved by Murray Warren, who says that although
the education system already offers an anti-
discrimination curriculum, teachers need further
guidance as to materials and resources. He noted
that the program would be entirely optional, and
the Federation's president Alice McQuade
emphasized that the resolution would never mean
members were "going to teach children how to
become homosexual."

Late last month, the school board of the
Vancouver suburb of Coquitlam rejected a
proposal to provide lesbian and gay students with
counseling and other specialized services, although
they passed a measure against discrimination and
sexual harassment.

Elsewhere in Canada, the Alberta city of
Calgary's public school board established new
guidelines last month to create a "safe and secure
learing environment" for gay and lesbian students
and staff. Plans include making special counseling
services available for the students and increasing
awareness of homophobic harassment and
violence. The move came despite objections from
the Parents Response Association, which may
bring a lawsuit against the school district.
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now. However, earier this year Social Services
Muinister Stockwell Day indicated in a letter to
the Association that his department policy would
now be to deny fostering to "non-traditional
families," although he also promised that children
presently fostered in such ill-defined homes would
not be removed.

The government has since refused to place any
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