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NEWS.

MAN SUSPECTED OF OVER 30
GAY ASSAULTS ARRESTED
IN NYC

(out.com) -- The search for a man who
freely preyed upon unsuspecting victims in
gay bars for more than two years appears
to be over. New York Police arrested
William "Billy" Bowen, 36, January 9 on
a single charge of aggravated harassment
after he threatened to dismember a man if
he didn't give him money, The New York
Post reported.

Police believe that Bowen is responsible
for as many as 30 similar crimes played out
in the gay bars and nightclubs of Chelsea,
Greenwich Village, and the Upper West
Side. They are requesting any victims of
such crimes to immediately call the Ninth
Precinct detective squad.

The Gay and Lesbian Anti-Violence
Project posted flyers throughout city
bookstores and bars warning patrons of a
"handsome and charming blond man in his
30s" operating under several aliases. The
flyer said the man is polite and soft-spoken
and wins the victim's confidence with a
convincing story of recent troubles in his
life. When the man arrives at the victim's
home, his demeanor becomes agitated and
abusive, threatening violence if the victim
doesn't hand over cash.

Ben Hanson of the GLAVP told the
Post Bowen's victims have been reluctant
to come forward and make formal statements
to the police. "Often with these types of
crimes, there's a lot of shame the victims
might feel because they met him in a bar
and took him home."
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GAY MAN RECOGNIZED AS
RMY WIDOW

(QueerPlanet) -- On January 8, another major
breakthrough occured in the protection of gay
rights in the Israeli legal system.

Adir Steiner, the partner of the late Colonel
‘Doron Meisel, won in an appeal he launched
against the Israeli Defense Force's decision not to
recognize him as a survivor under the Regular
Service (Pensions) Law.

Adir Steiner was the partner of Colonel Meisel.
Colonel Meisel, a high ranking officer in the
Medical Corps died of cancer in 1991. The
IDF rejected Mr. Steiner's request to be
recognized as "survivor' under the said law. The
decision was by an Appeals Committee according
to that law which sits in the District Court in Tel
Aviv.

The crux of the two page decision, written by
Judge S. Aloni, is that the army's decision amounts
to prohibited sex discrimination against Mr.
Steiner.

Judge Aloni writes:

"| believe that at this time...the principle of sex
equality found a permanent place in our
constitutional law and in our world view. The
principle of equality and the prohibition on sex
discrimination found an appropriate place in our
constitution from the Dedaration of Independence,
through many High Court decisions, and in Basic
Law: Human Dignity and Freedom."

Next, Judge Aloni refers to the El-Al vs.
Danilowitz case, in which the Israeli Supreme
Court held that companies must give gay couples
the same spousal benefits they give straight
couples.

He goes on to say that if Mr. Steiner had been
a woman, he would have received all the rights,

AROUND THE WORLD

and those are being denied only because he is a
man. The statute in question, writes Judge Aloni,
intends to guarantee the survivors of people who
died after regular military service. All the relevant
facts exist in this case, and there is no reason to
view the law as not applying to Mr. Steiner.

The current decision is an important expansion
of the El-Al principle, because EI-Al was based
on Israel's equal employment law which explicitly
prohibits discrimination on the grounds of sexual
orientation, but does not apply to military service.
The current decision implies a protection which is
wider than the workplace. Also, the current
decision actually may be viewed as more widely
prohibited under lsraeli law than sexual protection
for gays and lesbians than is warranted by the
Equal Employment Law.

The IDF can appeal within 30 days, but it still
unknown what they will do.

ISRAELI MINISTER PULLS PLUG ON
GAY THEMED PROGRAM

(out.com) -- The Jerusalem Post reports a youth
program produced for lsraeli Educational Television
has been withheld from broadcast by the country's
Education Minister because of its discussion of
gay and lesbian subject matter. The program's
standard format features frank group discussion
among young adults on controversial subjects.
The Knesset Status of Women Committee
convened to discuss whether Education Minister
Zevulun Hammer has legal authority to interfere
with the broadcst of a specific program. The
Education Ministry's media advisor Ephraim Lapid
argued the minister's case before the committee.
Lapid said that showing a gay family in a
sympathetic context, as the program did, conveys
a positive message not shared by the sodial majority

Brad Philpott, M.Sc.
dividual, Couple & Family Therapist

‘awareness and self esteem
imunication and conflict resolution
y:and sexual functioning




and should not therefore be presented in an
educational format. Lapid also said the minister
felt that too much of society is "uncomfortable"
with lesbian and gay subject matter.

Conming so soon after the Israeli President's
disparaging comments about gay men before a
youth assembly, Hammer's move to bar the youth
program provoked heated reaction before the
government committee.

"I've had hundreds of calls and letters from
youngsters about their fears and the atmosphere
of persecution, exacerbated by pronouncements
by public like the president," psychologist Jerry
Levinsion told the committee. He said that correct
information and access to supportive counselling
is crucial for gay and lesbian young people in
distress.

AUSSIE STATE BANS GAY FOSTER
PARENTS

(Wockner Intl News) -- The Australian state of
Queensland has banned gay and lesbians from
foster parenting. State Minister for Family Services
Kevin Lingard told parliament, "It's about time
we tumned the clock back on some of these
matters."
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UNITED AIRLINES SPONSORS
LONDON PRIDE

(Wockner Intl News) -- United Airlines is
sponsoring London's 1997 gay pride celebration
to the tune of $140,000, reported The Pink
Paper.

Included in the package are free flights for
American performers, blankets for persons with
disabilities, and an $8,000 vacation as a
competition prize.
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GROUPS BOYCOTT
ROMANIAN WINE

(Bussels, BELGIUM) -- The International Lesbian
and Gay Association (ILGA), headquartered
in Brussels, has called for an immediate boycott
of Romanian wine exports.

The boycott is in protest of Article 200 of
the Romanian penal code. The Article maintains
criminal status for homosexual acts and bans gay
bars, clubs, associations, media and organizations.
The vote by Romania's parliament breaks a 1993
promise to decriminalize homosexuality and is a
violation of the European Convention on Human
Rights. The law condemns Romania's gay and
lesbian citizens to continuing state persecution and
jail sentences up to five years.

The law threatens any same-sex relationships
that cause a "public scandal" with penalties of up
to five years in jail. A "public scandal” is simply
anything two or more people find offensive. This
broad legal definition is an obvious attempt to
portray the revision of the law as a
"decriminalization" of homosexuality while retaining
criminal sanctions for private, consensual same-
sex relations.

"ILGA and it's members cannot tolerate a
government flagrantly violating not only human
rights, but also the promises made to the European
Community," said ILGA Coordinator Lawrence
Avonovitch. "Europe has decided that its gay
and lesbian citizens deserve equality and non-
discrimination. It is unconscionable that Romania
would take this action and expect the world to
sit by quietly."

Romanian wine is the country's most visible
consumer export, with total annual sales of 25
million litres. Ziad Dajani, who is coordinating
the boycott, has said that one company,
Vinexport, has been specifically targeted because
“they are in a unique position to represent to the
government the impact of international outrage at
the country's treatment of gays, lesbians and
bisexuals." Vinexport accounts for 80 percent

of all wine exports from Romania.

ILGA plans to focus the boycott campaign
in the main export markets of Germany, the
United Kingdom, the USA, Japan, Sweden,
Finland, Denmark, Canada, Holland, lsrael,
Australia, Switzerland, Poland and Norway.

ILGA is a federation of 300 groups in
75 countries. ILGA provides coordination,
information and education concerning the
human rights of gays and lesbians around the
world. Founded in 1978, ILGA has
contributed to the legalization of
homosexuality in several countries, and also
provides information and advice to
organizations such as Amnesty International
and the European Council.

DUTCH GAY COUPLES POISED
FOR LEGITIMACY

(Wockner Intl News) -- Holland's gay
partnership legislation is now expected to
become law by January 1998.

It will grant registered couples all the rights
and obligations of matrimony except the right
to adopt children.

Similar laws are in effect in Denmark/
Greenland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden.
Holland also may open up regular
marriage to gays. Parliament last year
instructed the government to draft the
necessary legislation by this coming August.
If Holland acts this year, it could beat
Hawaii, which, in eary 1998, is expected
to become the first place in the world where
gay couples can marry under the exact same
laws as heterosexuals.

EURO 'L ESBUS-TOUR'
ANNOUNCED

(Wockner Int'f News) -- The 1997
Lesbus-Tour kicks off from Groningen, The
Nethedands, May 17.

For seven weeks, participants will shower

fellow lesbians in Ireland, England, France,
Belgium and Germany with dyke music, theatre
and visual arts.

"Our purpose is to stimulate contacts
between lesbians in Europe and improve the
lesbian life situation," the Dutch Lesbians
Unlimited Foundation said in a press release.
"We will show that being a lesbian is possible,
allowed and that it is even great fun!"

For further information, write Stichting
Lesbians Unlimited, Postbus 1186, 9701
BD Groningen, The Netherlands.

ILAND EDUCATION MINISTER
BANS GAYS F TEACHING

(out.com) -- The San Francisco Examiner
reports a furor has broken out in Thailand over
a government law which bans gay men and
women from enrolling in teacher-training
colleges. The point of the law is to prevent
them from becoming teachers.

Education Minister Sukavit Rangsitphol said
his decision is final and will not be reversed
under pressure from angry gay rights groups.
“The ministry has not violated human rights,"
Rangsitphol said. "The ruling is only aimed at
banning people with improper personalities from
being models for youngsters."

A spokesperson from the lesbian and gay
rights advocacy group Hajaree told the
Examiner, "What kind of sexual behavior people
choose to follow is their personal affair and has
nothing to do with their brains. Banning gay
people from becoming teachers is discriminatory
and violates basic human rights."

Radio commentator and Sen. Amnaj
Sornhimsart said: "I recognize that gays are
geniuses in various arts and academic fields.
But we should have some measures to prevent
youngsters from copying their acts."

If imposed, the ban will come in effect in
March of this year.
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"Gay Owned and Operated"

nomosexual acts with a male under 18 years of
age (the British age of consent for heterosexual
actsis only 16.) Liberal Democratic Member of
Parliament Peter Thurnham raised these issues in
the course of the Pariamentary debate. The
Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Equality Network is
coordinating an opposition in Scotland, as is
Stonewall in London.

6 A powerful argument against the Sex Offenders

the nascent movement and raise awareness among
Chinese abroad about conditions for homosexuals
back home. He hopes to organize a Chinese gay
and lesbian film festival in New York or San
Francisco, as well as an Overseas Chinese Gay
and Lesbian Centre.

"Many people think China doesn't have
homosexuals, said Wu, who is working closely
with the International Gay and Lesbian Human
































































