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Merry Christmas
From Outiook!

We would like to take this opportunity to wish each and every
one of you a very Merny Christrnas and a Happy New Year.
Throughout 1996 you have responded favourably to the
changes that have taken place with the design and content
of Outlook. Your input is a very valuable part of this magazine
and will be into 1997 and beyond.

A big thank you goes out to all of our advertisers, most of
which have been with us since the beginning! We look forward
to doing business with you throughout 1997,

And last, but certainly not least, Seasons Greetings to our
growing list of home subscribers.

Again, we wish you a Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy
New Year!

Our Mailing Address has changed!
Effective immediately our new
mailing address will be:

PO. Box 40002
Waterloo Square Postal Outlet
Waterloo, Ontario
N2J 4V1
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Or subscribe now!
All we ask is that you send us your name and address along with a cheque for $15 made
payable to Mark Jordan to cover postage and handling. Outiook will arrive at your door
every month for a full year in an unmarked envelope.
Outlook Magazine
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UNIONS BACK GAY FIGHT

Ottawa (Cp) -- The federal government is
discriminating against gay and lesbian couples
by defining them as same-sex couples in
union agreements, three unions say.

The government should make no
distinction between heterosexual and
homosexual couples in its labour contracts,
say the unions, supporting a complaint by
two gay federal workers before the Canadian
Human Rights Tribunal.

But a federal spokesman says Ottawa is
not prepared to embrace a gender-neutral
definition of the term "spouse."

The government defines a spouse as a
person of the opposite sex. It provides
medical and dental benefits to partners of
gays and lesbians, but puts them in a different
category as members of "same-sex couples."

"To establish separate regimes continues
discrimination in its most explicit and
outrageous form," said Andrew Raven, a
lawyer for the Public Service Alliance of
Canada.

Brian Saunders, a justice department
lawyer, said there is no discrimination
because gays and lesbians get the same
benefits as heterosexuals.

The tribunal reserved its decision.

SCHMITZ CONVICTED OF SECOND
DEGREE MURDER

Pontiac, MI -- Jonathan Schmitz, who shot and
killed a gay acquaintance who revealed he had a
crush on the defendant during an episode of the
"Jenny Jones Show", was found guilty November
13 of second-degree murder.

Alter nearly a day and a half of deliberations,
the seven men and five women of the jury decided
against convicting Schmitz of first-degree murder,
which carries a mandatory life sentence in
Michigan. Sentencing was scheduled for early
December, but the conviction on second-degree
murder charges means it is unlikely he will spend
the rest of his life in prison.

A second-degree murder conviction- which
does not require premeditation - carries a variable
sentence. Most second-degree murder convicts
in Michigan serve less than 20 years, according
to the state's Department of Corrections, Reuters
reports.

Jonathan Schmitz, 26, blinked as the guilty
verdict was read but otherwise displayed little
emotion as he was led away in handcuffs.

Schmitz's lawyers fought for their client's
acquitta| on a number of fronts. The defense
argued the "Jenny Jones Show" misled and
humiliated their defendant when "the woman of
his dreams" turned out to be a man. The televised
revelation, coupled with Schmitz's history of mental
instability and alcoholism, drove him to kill
Amedure, the defense argued with apparent
SuCCess.

The Associated Press reports Prosecutor Roman
Kalytiak said in closing arguments that the defense
was trying to blame everyone but Schmitz. "This
isn't the Jenny Jones case,”" Kalytiak said.
"Somehow, Scott Amedure got lost in the
shuffle...."

(out.com)



WOMAN AND FAMILY BARRED
FROM CHURCH OF FOUR YEARS

Akron, OH -- The Associated Press reports a
lesbian mother of four, married to a man who will
soon undergo a sex-change to become a woman,
was barred from entering her church of four years
and told not to return by church leaders.

Police warned Debi Easterday she could face
trespassing charges if she and her family returns to

* the Medina Church of the Brethern. 'l feel they
are wrong," Easterday told the Associated Press,
"| feel in my own eyes that no one has the right to
tell me where | can go to hear God's word."

The church's administrative board issued a
statement saying church members want to gather
for worship without fear of threats, or what was
termed "general chaos." Said the statement:
"Despite our initial acceptance, love, generosity
and prayers, Debi remains unrepentant and seeks
to mock God."

Easterday said she is being banished because
of her sexuality and because she married Smith.
She said church officials have falsely accused her
of being "evil, demonic, and a witch."

(out.com)

GAY COMMUNITY GIVES CLINTON
BENEFIT OF THE DOUBT

Washington, DC -- Unlike the jubilant lesbian
and gay celebrations held four years ago, President
Clinton's victory last November is being digested
by the gay community with a mixture of relief and
resignation. To most, Clinton represented the
only reasonable alternative to the unthinkable: a
Dole Administration manned by representatives

of the Christian Right.

Few expect Clinton to tease out of hiding the
demons he wrestled with during the gays in the
military debacle in 1993. Gay men and lesbians
learned then, and again in 1996 when the gay
marriage freight train rolled through Washington,
that Clinton was not about to stake his presidency
"fighting the good fight" for gay Americans. Most
expect the President will - from now until the
end of his term - do only for gay America what
the polls tell him it is safe to do.

Since it was no longer shocking in 1993 to
have openly gay people in positions of
responsibility, Clinton appointed a number of high-
level posts in his administration early in his first
term. He later persuaded federal agencies to bar
discrimination based on sexual orientation.

For most gay people, that was enough, and
certainly more than Dole, Perot, or even Ralph
Nader promised. Although his support dipped,
exit polls showed Clinton winning 66 percent of
the self-identified gay vote last month. Dole
picked up 22 percent and Ross Perot 8 percent.

Federal legislation banning employers from firing
gay men and women based solely on their sexual
orientation almost made it through the Senate in
the closing days of the 104th Congress. Gay
lobbyists believe they could get the votes in.the
105th to pass it. Almost 80 percent of the
general public polled in a recent survey said they
supported the move. Based on past experience,
gay leaders say a firm public stance by Clinton
would be enough to push it through.

But the biggest impact Clinton may have over
the next four years could be indirect, stemming
from the White House judicial appointments. As
many as three vacandies, including the chief justice,
may open on the U.S. Supreme Court by the
year 2000. Clinton will leave a lasting legacy
on the nation's highest court, and one that could
have a profound effect on gay men and lesbians
well into the next century.

(out.com)

Join us for Angie's
'Rockin' Thursdays!
Bring in an instrument.
Beer on Tap.

WATERLOO  ST.AGATHA
47 Erb StW. 85 Erbs Rd. W.
886-2540  1-519-747-1700
Internet Site: www.angieseats.com

MARRIED GAY AND LESBIAN DANES
NOT PRONE TO "7-YEAR-ITCH"

A review of the first seven years of "registered
partnerships” for Danish lesbian and gay couples
shows that 2083 couples have taken advantage
of the ordinary matrimonial rights provided by
the 1989 law. The vast majority of them still
enjoy wedded bliss.

Only 17 percent of the couples have divorced.
9219 marriages, practically all of them between
men, ended with the death of one spouse. Nearly
twice as many gays got married as lesbians and
the divorce rate among lesbians was higher -- 23
percent as compared to 14 percent.

Denmark's same-gender couples are equal to
heterosexual counterparts except for access to
adoption, artificial insemination technology and
Norway and Sweden have
Iceland is the same,

allowing  the

church ceremonies.
laws that echo Denmark's.
except for a provision

adoption of a gay or lesbian partner's biological
children. Greenland and the Faeroe Islands are
self-governing external territories of Denmark and
in 1994 asked the Folketing (Danish Parliament)
to extend the 1989 law to Greenlanders.

Also, legislation pending in Finland expands
upon the |celandic legislation to include access to
reproductive technologies. Legislation scheduled
to be introduced in the Netherlands by August
1997 will extend full marriage rights to same-sex
couples.

(NewsPlanet)

GROUP SAYS BOYCOTT REASON
FOR DROP IN DISNEY SUBSCRIBERS

Hollywood, CA -- The American Family
Assodiation is attempting to take credit fora 37%
drop in Disney Channel subscribers since June of
1996. The Hollywood Reporter says the

number of subscribers to the Disney Channel has



other secular conservative organizations.

Disney says much of the drop can be explained
by the company's decision to convert the pay
channel to an advertiser supported, regular pay
channel service in many parts of the country.

The Southern Baptists called for a boycott of
the entertainment giant soon after Disney began
offering health benefits to the partners of its gay
and lesbian employees. The AFA applauded
the boycott and said that the company's
"encouragement" of the annual "Gay Day at Walt
Disney World" amounted to an abandonment of
traditional pro-family policies.

(out.com)

NEW BBC RULES SAY GAY AND
LESBIAN SEX GIVES OFFENSE

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC)
on November 13 published what it's touting as
the "most comprehensive code of ethics in
broadcasting," the third edition and first update
in three years of the BBC Producer Guidelines.
The new guidelines acknowledge that, "gay and
lesbian people make up a significant minority,
entitled to be served and treated fairly by the
BBC," but that recognition does not come without
a cautionary note.

Although the leading public concern of the
moment to which the BBC has been asked to
respond is the depiction of violence, depictions
of sex are still an issue. In fact the BBC is
particularly proud of its guidelines on "Taste and
Decency," which grew out of a seminar last year

by the BBC's Board of Governors. Television
6

judgement: are we illuminating or demeaning?"
asks the guide. The guidelines say, "For each
of us, sexual activity happens after moral
decisions have been made: treatment is
expected for male and female nudity, and
"depiction of sex should not be linked solely
or inevitablyto the physical attractiveness of the
characters involved."

With regard to lesbian and gay sexuality,
the guidelines remind producers that they
"should be mindful that a significant part of the
audience is critical of any depiction of
homosexual acts."

(PlanetOut)

ENGLISH BISHOP CALLS CHURCH
TREATMENT OF GAYS "WICKED"

London, ENG -- A senior bishop in the
Church of England has condemned the church's
attitude toward gay men and lesbians as
"wicked" but cautioned the church couldn't
"produce an answer out of a hat."

The London Observer reports the Right
Reverend John Gladwin, Bishop of Guildford,
in Surrey, said it is time for the Church of
England to engage in open and honest debate
regarding sexual relationships outside of
marriage.

Bishop Gladwin's remarks, though
disavowed by the Archbishop of Canterbury,
George Carey, as not being representative of
a change in the church's position on gay and
lesbian issues, may be an attempt to quell an
increasingly rebellious Reform wing in the

is not resolved. More than 500 protest services
were held throughout the country says the group.
Bishop Gladwin told the London Observer
recently that it was time Conservatives owned up
to the wickedness of the way gay men and lesbians
have been treated in the church. "My heart is
broken," he said, "that large numbers of gay and
lesbian people have not found themselves
welcome and have had to find values and

spirituality elsewhere."
(out.com)

SCHOOL BOOKS IN PROTEST IN
PENNSYLVANIA AND MARYLAND

Discussions of homosexuality in books used in
schools continue to draw fire from would-be
censors.

The autobiography of one of the most famous
AIDS activists in the U.S., Ryan White - for
whom the primary federal AIDS care funding
legislation is named - was returned to the library
of Pennsylvania's Stroudsburg Middle School,
where students will now be required to have
permission from their parents in order to read it.
The previous week, the book had been banned
from the school library because of its references
to smoking tobacco, condom use and gay male
sex. White was infected as a boy via a blood
transfusion but refused to stand apart from other
people with AIDS as a so-called "innocent victim,"
and became a national symbol until dying at the
age of 18 in 1990.

In Montgomery County, Maryland (a suburb
of Washington, DC) it's a high school textbook,
Schaefer & Lamm's "Sociology," that's under fire.
Anti-gay activist Bunny Galladora told the school

with two children. The text is currently being
reviewed by a committee of specialists who should
be making their recommendations shortly.
Meanwhile, the book is still being used in classes,
although Galladora's daughter is not attending
those sessions.

(PlanetOut)

MORE TO SEX THAN X & ¥
CHROMOSOMES

Just about everyone was taught that having an
X and a Y chromosome makes a male and having
two X's makes a female, but recent research is
finding that some of the other chromosomes
(except for the X and ¥ "sex" chromosomes, all
the other chromosome pairs are known as
"autosomes") seem to make a contribution to
determining genital sex as well. The actual studies
have been done with mice, but since mice and
humans are substantially similar in their genetic
construction, the results are strongly suggestive
for humans as well. These findings suggest a way
to account for those rare individuals who are
genitally female even though genetically XX or
are genitally male even though genetically XY.

A number of years ago at the Jackson
Laboratory in Maine, Dr. Eva Eicher and her
associate Linda Washburn noticed a
disproportionate number of females occurring as
they cross-bred certain wild male mice with females
of an inbred strain known as Black 6. On a
closer study, they found that a number of the
females had XY chromosomes and that what they'd
thought were males were hermaphrodites. The
situation wasn't caused by a mutation of the wild
male's ¥'s, because the anomalies occurred only








































































