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KILLER OF LESBIAN GETS 30

DAY JAIL SENTENCE

Chattanooga, TN -- The Chattanooga
News-Free Press reports Adriana Blair
Butler, 24, received a sentence of 30 days
in prison for fatally shooting her mother's
estranged lesbian lover in the head on
October 1, 1994.

In explaining the leniency of the sentence,
Criminal Court Judge Doug Meyer
explained that Adriana Butler had strong
provocation for committing the crime,
because the victim, 21-year-old Cathy
Smith, ignored Butler's warning to stop
coming to the house and to stop
“aggressively pursuing" her mother, Donna
Blair Evans.

The judge also cited Butler's
remorsefulness, her lack of prior criminal
history and the unusual circumstances for
sentencing. Judge Meyer agreed that the
shooting was the result of a lapse in
judgement. "l think a taste of the workhouse
is necessary in this particular case," Judge
Meyer said.

In her defense, Butler testified that her
mother tried to break off the relationship
but that Smith would not cease her pursuit.
Butler said Smith refused to leave her house
on the night of the shooting. Butler
brandished a pistol. The defendant told
the jury Ms. Smith grabbed her from
behind, jerked her around, then the gun
went off. Ms. Smith was struck in the mouth
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and died almost instantly.

The News-Free Press reports prosecutor Lee
Davis told Judge Meyer, "We cannot depreciate
the seriousness of what happened. Cathy Smith
is dead.

(out.com)

GENERAL MOTORS TO EXTEND
SAME-SEX BENEFITS TO CANADIAN
FORCE

Detroit-- In an apparent first for the auto industry,
General Motors Corp. agreed October 29 to
extend employee benefits to the same-sex partners
of its 26,000 employee members of the
Canadian Auto Workers.

The provision was included at the last minute
as bargainers in Toronto reached a tentative
agreement on a new contract to end a 20-day
strike, said Basil "Buzz" Hargrove, the union's
president.

Company executives said they were unaware
of any comparable policies at other U.S.-based
auto companies. [n the United States, the practice
has generally been limited to the entertainment
and technology industries. |BM recently joined
the ranks of companies offering such benefits.

Hargrove said the CAW tried to win the same
benefit in its recent talks with Chrysler Corp.,
but that Chrysler's "macho" executives refused.
Traditionally, benefits won at one of the Big Three
by the CAW o its sister U.S. union, the United
Auto Workers, spread to others.

(L.A. Times)

PINK PAPER ARSON MAY NOT
HAVE BEEN ANTI.GAY

The September 7 arson fire that gutted the
offices of Britian's leading gay newspaper, The
Pink Paper, may not have been an anti-gay attack.

Clare Penny, a former editor of Positive Times,
a monthly magazine for HIV-positives published
in the same office, was arrested in Hackney, East

London, September 18 in connection with the
blaze.

Penny worked at Positive Times until April. "It
is generally agreed here to have been an internal
community job and not a homophobic attack," a
London gay leader told this column prior to the
announcement of Penny's arrest. "Whoever did
it had a set of keys. There was no forced entry."

Other sources had said they suspected one of
several fired former staffers committed the crime.

Penny quit voluntarily, however, Pink Paper
editor Philip Reay-Smith said in a telephone
interview September 28.

Thirty separate fires were set in the building,
destroying the editorial and production
departments. Damage was estimated at
$350,000.

No deadlines were missed by any of the four
titles published by the company because staffers
back up their computer data every night and take
it home with them, Reay-Smith said.

(Rex Wockner)

ILGA SAYS GAY OFFICES ATTACKED
IN ARGENTINA AND CROATIA

New York, NY -- The International Lesbian and
Gay Association (ILGA), released a report
October 7 saying that gay offices in the capitals
of Croatia and Argentina had been attacked and
vandalized. ILGA condemned the attacks and
appealed to the national leadership in both
countries to protect the victims and prevent future
outbreaks of anti-gay violence.

ILGA said in August, a Croatian office housing
an AIDS organization and general support to the
gay and lesbian community was attacked with
stones by a neighbourhood crowd. Most of the
office's equipment was destroyed in the attack
and fires were set in a lot adjacent to the building.

In Buenos Aiires, the offices of SIGLA, the
Society for the Integration of Gays and Lesbians
in Argentina was attacked by vandals on August
18. Three people broke into the building and

vandalized the interior before being chased away
by neighbours who had alerted police. ILGA
complained that local police were not pursuing -
the incident.

Argentinean lesbian and gay activists,
meanwhile, scored a major victory in persuading
the city government of Buenos Aires to pass a
measure that essentially repeals the Police Edicts.
The Edicts were used to arbitrarily detain and
hold young people, transvestites, gay men,
lesbians and prostitutes, for being "dangerous" and
"socially undesirable." Many were held for years
without trial.

(out.com)

M.C.C. BARRED FROM MARCH

Key West, FL -- "We hate homosexuality. It's a
sin. It's very clear in the bible," said Randy
Weisberg, leader of 15 conservative pastors trying
to bar the Metropolitan Community Church from
joining the Key West Christmas Parade.

"Suppose one of the sexually oriented
businesses wanted to go down the street with
their dancers on a Hat bed truck as part of our
parade?" asked Baptist Reverend Gary Redwine.

Problems arose before last year's parade, when
conservative church groups refused to let the
MCC participate, despite outrage from the city's
large gay community.

Key West planned to issue a parade permit
this year only if organizers promised not to exclude
anyone.

The protests may force city officials to vote on
the parade permit.

(Sydney Star Observer)
a )
Got some news to share?
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ACTOR BERYL REID DIES

Beryl Reid, the famous actor who played the part
of the butch lesbian in the 1968 film, The Killing
of Sister George' has died of pneumonia,
contracted as she recovered from a knee operation.

(550)
AUTHOR OF LESBIAN Cl ASSIC DIES

Alma Routsong, author of- the lesbian classic,
'Patience and Sarah', died last month after a three-
year battle with ovarian cancer.

Writing under the pseudonym of Isabel Miller,
Alma Routsong won the first ever American
Library Association Gay Book Award (now
called the Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Book
Award) in 1971.

(SSO)

POLL: 6 IN 10 SAY GAY PEOPLE
CAN BE GOOD PARENTS

New York (AP) -- Nearly six in 10 Americans
think that gay men and lesbians can be just as
good at parenting as heterosexuals, but almost
half oppose adoption by gay couples, according
to a Newsweek poll released October 27.

The poll of 929 adults appeared in the
November 4 issue of the magazine.

The majority - 57 percent - said gay people
can be equally good parents as heterosexuals.
Thirty-one percent believed they can't, and 12
percent said they were uncertain.

When asked whether there should be adoption
rights for gay spouses, 47 percent said no and
36 percent were in favour; 17 percent were
undecided.

Newsweek said the opposition was down from
previous surveys: 65 percent opposed gay
adoption rights in 1994, and 52 percent were
against it in May.

The most recent survey, conducted by phone
October 17-18, had a margin of error of plus
or minus 4 percentage points.

MORE GAY PEOPLE VICTIMIZED BY
SPOUSES THAN BIAS CRIME

San Francisco, CA -- Based on a report released
by the National Coalition of Anti-Violence
Programs, the San Francisco Chronidle reports gay
men and lesbians are more likely to be victims of
domestic violence than anti-gay violence.

The findings suggest that, as with abused '

partners in straight relationships, most battered
gay men and lesbians never report the abuse, much
less press charges against their partners.

To heighten awareness of domestic violence in
gay and lesbian relationships, the San Francisco
district attorney's office is launching a city-wide
public education campaign. Local activists also
hope to establish a hotel voucher system to shelter
victims of abuse.

The national survey is actually a tabulation of
statistics and reports compiled by community
activists in six American cities: Chicago,
Columbus, Minneapolis, New York City, San
Diego and San Francisco. Combined, they
document 1,566 incidents of gay or lesbian
domestic violence. Four of the cities logged more
cases of domestic violence than anti-gay hate
violence.

A study released at the Fourth International
Family Violence Research Conference found gay
men prone to abuse their spouses hold similar
psychological traits as abusive straight men: low
self-esteem and a problem with sustaining intimate
relationships. A

Studies of abusive lesbian relationships report
that female batterers tend to be overly dependent
on their spouses and use violence to hamper their
partner's independence. The Chronicle said
alcohol and drugs often figure into the level and
frequency of the violent outbursts.

Social workers say a big disincentive to reporting
incidents of same-sex domestic violence situations
is the fear that police will mishandle the situation
or ridicule the victim. San Francisco police are
among the first in the nation to be trained in

handling gay domestic violence disputes, including
a training program to help the officers identify the
"orimary aggressor."

(out.com)

62 AIDS WAL
RAISE $2.7 MILLION

More than 69,000 Canadians collected over
$2.7 million September 29 as they walked, ran,
cycled or skated in 62 communities from coast to
coast as part of the second annual AIDS Walk
Canada.

The events fund scores of local groups that
provide HIV/AIDS support, care, education and
research.

The largest walks were in Montreal (30,000
walkers raised $582,000) and Toronto
(19,000 walkers raised $750,000).

The smallest walk was in Daniel's Harbour,
Newfoundland. High school students Alvina
Woodward-Simms, Mandy Pretty and Marylee
Biggin raised $260 walking through high winds
and heavy rain north of Gros Morne National
Park.

(Rex Wockner)

QUILT DRAWS 1.9 MILLION

Washington -- An estimated 1.2 million people
visited the US AIDS Memorial Quilt when it
was shown in its entirety in the US capital in mid
October. The Quilt occupied an area equal to
94 football fields, weighed more than 50 tons,
with 2,500 new panels taking the total to over

40,000 individual memorials.
Over 10,000 volunteers from around the
country were needed to make the display happen.
For the first time since it was started nine years
ago, a US president and vice-president visited

the display.

(S50)
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YV ilIg tne Komanian government retredatea rmrom
its recent proposal to make homosexuality illegal,
the new legislation is still problematic. The new
penal code outlaws lesbian and gay associations,
as well as the sex which causes "public scandal."
Government officials or police could easily use
such as unclear prohibition to harass lesbians and
gay men. Continued worldwide protest is
expected.

In the meantime, comments made during the
debate on the penal code were reported on in
the October 4 issue of Transition' from the Open
Media Research Institute (OMRI.) Three
deputies from the opposition National Peasant
Party Christian Democratic made it clear that
Romanian lesbians and gay men have no
possibilities to appeal to elected officials for
support. The deputies proposed that special
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the case, argued to the full 11th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals that the firing violated Shahar's
First Amendment right of intimate association,
which secures an individual's right to establish and
maintain personal relationships free of government
intrusion:

"This case seeks to affirm that the relationships
of gay workers are granted the same respect and
constitutional protection as the relationships of all
other government employees." said Ruth Harlow,
who is representing the plaintiff for the ACLU's
Lesbian and Gay Rights Project.

The Shahar-ACLU lawsuit led to a landmark
decision by a three-judge panel of the 11th
Circuit, which ruled last December that Shahar's
relationship with her partner is safeguarded by
the "fundamental right of intimate association" and
entitled to the highest level of judicial protection.

\
|

hospitalized.

Kucharski's testimony is meant to bolster defence
claims that Armedure upset Schmitz with an
"obsessive pursuit." They also claim Armedure
was threatening Schmitz with a chair when Schmitz
arrived at Armedure's home with a shotgun.

The show's host, Jenny.Jones, took the stand
to respond to defense allegations that she misled
the public about the topic of the show on gay
crushes. While denying there was no intent on

" her part or on the part of the show's producers to

mislead or deceive the public about the gay nature
of the secret crushes episode, Jones said "the
premise of the show was that it was a surprise.”

Schmitz's lawyers believe Jones' testimony will
bolster their argument that Schmitz was misled
and humiliated. They hope to prove what they
term public humiliation coupled with his existing
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you like and people sing and dance on benches
and tables along with the music played by Bavarian
brass bands."

% (Wockner Int'l News)

LESBIAN CHALLENGES WILL LAW

New South Wales, AUST. -- A lesbian has asked
the state Supreme Court of New South Wales to
make provision to her from the estate of her
partner, who died in a car accident last year.

Jan Bell has made the request of the court after
her partner's will, which gave her the share of the
home, was lost.

If a married person dies, their partner normally
receives the entire estate. But because Bell's
relationship is not recognized under New South































































