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Romanian Parliament
Votes To Expand
Communist-Era Ban
On Homosexuals

We received the following via email and thought it important enough to reprint in its
complete form. Read on and take action to stop this "reform."

Election-year penal "reform" includes prison terms for gays
and members of gay associations
BUCHAREST, Romania -- Showing utter contempt for its obligations under European and
international law, Romania's Chamber of Deputies voted overwhelmingly on September 10 to
continue condemning homosexuals to prison for all consensual same-sex relations, and to establish
stiff new prison terms for members of gay associations.

The Chamber approved the measure despite repeated appeals from Amnesty International, other
leading nongovernmental and intergovernmental organizations, and hundreds of concerned
individuals from around the world, calling on Romania to end its oppressive treatment of gays
and to assume its place in the modern world. Romania remains the only member state of the
Council of Europe which continues to prosecute consensual same-sex relations. Several other
Council members - including the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, and Denmark - have expressed
strong objections in recent months to Romania's ill-treatment of gays and lesbians.

The anti-gay measures adopted by the Charter of Deputies last month are more severe than
those enacted by Romania's former Communist regime.

These measures were drafted by Romania's new justice minister, Ion Predescu, as an effort to
revise Article 200 of the penal code (which specifically criminalizes homosexuality) as part of a
larger penal code "reform" process. Mr. Predescu's proposal, presented in the midst of a heated
presidential and parliamentary electoral campaign, received the support of the ruling government
party (PDSR) and an overwhelming majority of opposition parties.

The text approved by the Chamber of Deputies last month read as follows:

1. Sexual relations between persons of the same-sex are punishable by six months to three years
imprisonment.

2. Sexual relations between persons of the same sex, taking place in public, or producing a
public scandal, are punishable by one to five years imprisonment.

3. If the act provided for in paragraph 1 is committed against a minor, it is punishable by two to
seven years imprisonment and the denial of rights.

4. If the act provided for in Paragraph 1 is committed under duress or against a person unable to
defend himself or herself, or to express his or her will, are punishable with three to ten years
imprisonment and the denial of nights.
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5. If the act provided for in Paragraphs 2 or 3 are causing serious injury to bodily integrity or to
health, the penalty is five to fifteen years imprisonment and the denial of rights. If it is followed
by the victim's death or suicide, the penalty is fifteen to twenty-five years imprisonment and the
denial of rights.

6. Enticing or seducing a person to practice same-sex acts, as well as propaganda, associations
or any other forms of proselytizing with the same aim are punishable by one to five years
imprisonment.

The penal code reform process is not yet completed!!! In February, the Romanian Senate
approved a version of Article 200 that is similar, but not identical, to that passed by the Chamber.
Once the Chamber of Deputies completes the action on the entire penal code, a mediation
committee comprised of representatives from the two chambers must meet to work out differences
between their versions of Article 200. Local human rights monitors fear that the Senate will
ultimately adopt the version drafted by the Chamber of Deputies, given the tremendous political
pressure to finish action on the penal code before general elections in November.

While the Romanian Constitution allows the President of Romania or members of Parliament to
refer draft laws to the Constitutional Court for review, the Chamber of Deputies has already
declared its challenging the constitutionality of the Chamber's anti-gay measures. Members of
the Parliament may overturn Constitutional Court decisions with a 2/3 vote of both chambers.

Help is urgently needed to put maximum pressure on the Romanian Government and Parliament
during this critical moment for the rights of Romania's sexual minorities!

Suggested Action:

1. Send letters of concern and protest (via fax, email or post) to the government officials in the
list below. Your letters should:

-urge members of the Chamber of Deputies to reject the Draft Law on the Revision of the Penal
Code when it is presented to them for a final vote;

-call on Romanian Parliament to ensure that future penal laws do not place individuals at risk
solely because of their sexual orientation; and

-urge the President, the Prime Minister and members of the Parliament to ensure that Romania
honours its committment to decriminalize homosexual acts in private between consenting adults,
made in October 1993 when it became a member of the Council of Europe.

2. Send copies of your letters to Romanian Diplomatic Representatives in your own country.
3. Inform, through letters and/or personal contacts, your Ministry of Foreign Affairs and your
local member of European Parliament. Romania is a member of the Council of Europe and has
officially expressed its will to become a member of the European Union and NATO.

4. Meet with the Romanian Ambassador in your country; and/or

5. Organize a demonstration at the Romanian Embassy in your country.

Please feel free to contact ACCEPT (Bucharest Acceptance Group) if you would like further
information.
*The Bucharest Acceptance Group
Ion lacos
APADOR - Romanian Helsinki Committee
120 Calea Victoriei, Bucharest 70179
Phone: +40-1-312-4528 Fax: +40-1-312-4443
email: ion@apador.sfos.ro




Send your letters of protest to people on the list below  Your involvement could make a world
of difference!

The Permanent Bureau of the Chamber of Deputies
Aleea Patniarhiei nr. |

Bucuresti, Romania

or email to depro@dias.vsat.ro Attention: Mr. Adrian Natase
The Permanent Bureau of the Senate

Piata Revolutiei nr. 1

Sector I .
Bucuresti, Romania or email to sentro@dias.vsat.ro  Attention: Mr. Oliviu Gherman
The President of Romania
Palatul Controceni, .
Bucuresti, Romania Attention: Mr. Ton Tliescu; President
The Government of Romania
Piata Victoriei nr. 1 _ A
Bucuresti, Romania Attention: Mr. Nicolaie Vacaroiu: PM.
The Party of Social Democracy in Romania (PSDR)

email to psdr@kappa.ro

Please remember to send copies of your letters to the Diplomatic Representatives of Romania in

your country. Thank you in advance for your continued solidarity and support!
—

N2H 4B4

Bus: (519) 741-1212 Res: (519) 895-2906

U.S. SENATE PASSES ANTI-GAY

MARRIAGE BILL

The U.S. Senate dealt a double blow to
gay-rights activists September 10, voting
to reject same-sex marriage in federal law
and killing a separate bill that would have
barred job discrimination against gays.

The Senate approved the Defence of
Marriage Act, 85-14, sending it to
President Bill Clinton, who said he will
sign it. The House of Representatives
approved the same bill by a 5-to-1 margin
in July.

"This should not be cause for any sort
of discrimination or gay bashing," Clinton
said, adding that he regretted that the
discrimination bill had failed.

Conservatives hailed both votes as
validation of their views.

"This is a string of major victories for
the pro-family movement that
demonstrates on the threshold of a major
presidential election that the political
debate i1s moving in our direction," said
Ralph Reed, leader of the Christian
Coalition.

"The drive for the acceptance of same-
sex or same-gengder marriage should serve
as an indication that we have drawn too
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close to the edge and that we as a people
are on the verge of trying so hard to please
a few that we destroy the values and
spiritual beliefs of the many," said Senator
Robert Byrd (Democrat, W. Virginia.)

The marriage bill defines marriage in
federal law as a legal union between one
man and one woman and allows a state to
refuse to honour a same-sex marriage
performed in any other state. States would
still have the authority to legalize gay
marriages, but the federal government
would not recognize them.

"The traditional family has stood for
5,000 years. It is the oldest institution that
exists," said Senator Phil Gramm
(Republican, Texas.) "Are we so wise
today that we are ready to reject 5,000
years of recorded history? 1 don't think
so."

Twenty-six of the Senate's 47 Democrats
Joined Republicans in voting for the
marriage bill but also voted for the anti-
discrimination measure. The two votes
underscored the political predicament
faced by senators who historically have
supported gay rights causes.

Supporters called the bill a pre-emptive
strike against a lawsuit that went to trial
that could lead Hawaii to become the first
state to issue marriage licences to gay
couples.

The Senate voted 50-49 to reject the
discrimination bill, which would have
forbid employers from using sexual
orientation as a basis for hiring, firing,
promotion or compensation.

(Associated Press)

PANEL NIXES GAY BENEFITS

Air Canada is within its rights to refuse
to extend pension benefits to gay
employees' spouses, a Canadian Human



argued it could not extend pension benefits
because the Income Tax and Pension
Benefits Act defines spouse as a member
of the opposite sex. Itis, however, willing
to do so once the legislation changes.

"That's just a way of avoiding the issue,"
said Lisa Kelly of the Canadian Auto
Workers, which argued the case on
Laessoe's behalf. "Other companies, and
even the Ontario government, extend
pension benefits by setting up a separate
fund."

The CAW and representatives of gay and
lesbian groups called on the feds to
redefine 'spouse.’

Laessoe pays 6% of his salary into a plan
like other employees, noted Cheryl
Kryzaniwsky, president of CAW Local

CBS News President Andrew Hayward.

Despite the strides made in the
workplace and what many see as progress
in the way the mainstream media handles
gay and lesbian issues, Allen Levy, an
assignment editor at Miami's WPLG
Channel 10, said being openly gay is still
an issue in too many newsrooms. "It's still
something that has to be worked on," he
said. 5

solidarity. "I'm 1 /. 1t I'm going to wear a
leotard, they're not going to stop me,"
Louis Gilbeau, a junior, told the news
bureau.

Update: (Sept. 19) A Vermont boy, whose
repeated suspension over wearing a dress
to school prompted a cross-dressing
solidarity walkout by more than 100 high
school classmates has been listed as a
runaway with Burlington City Police.

Matt Stickney, 15, failed to appear at a
scheduled meeting with school officials
and was reported as a runaway. The
Boston Globe reports Burlington Police
Lt. Emmet Helrich said his department has
yet to receive word on the boy's
whereabouts.
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two recent anti-gay incidents that occurred
during "The Regular Guys," an early
afternoon call-in show with Larry Wachs
and Eric Haessler. On August 8, following
a heated on-air exchange, Wachs and
Haessler yelled, "kiss my ass, you faggot!"
at a caller. Four days later, on August 12,
they described people that might choose a
particular fashion look, saying, "they are
junkies, they are fags."

"The word 'faggot' is a hateful and
bigoted slur that is meant to hurt and insult
gay men," said John Henning, Chair of
GLAAD's Los Angeles Monitoring and
Response Committee. "We cannot
understand why KLSX proudly broadcasts
words that gaybashers use to perpetuate
fear, intolerance and anti-gay and -lesbian

























































