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Dear Readers and Advertisers,

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing
support throughout the past year.

It's hard to believe, but yes, it has been one year since we started
Outlook! When we look back at our Premier Issue, it's amazing
how far we've come. Your input has been a great influence on the
magazine. Over the past year we have received quite a few articles,
letters, poems and little notes stating your viewpoints and opinions.
It was important that we included them in some of the past issues
because we believe all our voices should be heard.

We invite you to continue sending in submissions, and more than
likely you'll see your writings in future issues of Outlook.

Special thanks go out to Joolz, Catherine and Dan for their monthly
installments that add alot as far as the quality of the magazine
goes. It also helps us out immensely when we're heading toward
the deadline and your work shows up at just the right timel

Our current cover shows the evolution of Outlook's covers. We're
not a glossy magazine and we certainly don't consider ourselves
the competition of larger community based newspapers and
magazines. Our sole purpose is to put forth a small, community-
minded magazine that is both informative and entertaining to read.

Nor, do we ever intend on including what we consider inappropriate
material that we believe only adds to the typical stereotype of the
gay community. That includes advertisements that are solely geared
toward sex, profanity or sexually explicit personal ads.

Once again, Thank Youl We couldn’t have done it without youl

Mark and Rick
Outlook Magazine PLEASE p 5
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OUR OUTLOOK IS
GREAT!
Get Yours At:

*Club Renaissance (Kitchener)
*The Robin's Nest (Cambridge)
*Princess Cinema (Waterloo)
*Generation X (Waterloo)
*ACCKWA (Kitchener)
*Words Worth Books (Wloo)
*Albion Hotel (Guelph)
*The Bookshelf (Guelph)
*Adults Only (Cambridge)
*Dr. Disc (Kitchener)

*U of W (Turnkey Desk)
or
Subscribe Now!

Send your name, address and
postal code along with a
cheque for $15 made payable
to Mark Jordan to cover the
costs of postage and handling.
Outlook will arrive at your door
every month for one full year.

Outlook Magazine
37 Vanier Drive, Suite 1109
Kitchener, Ontario
N2C 1J4

(519) N

outlook@easynet.on.ca

*Deadline for article or ad placement
is the 10th of each month. (i.e. to place
an ad for the October issue, we must
have your copy by Oct. 10th.

Issues run from the 15th of the month
to the 15th of the following month.
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GUARD FIRED FOR

INTOLERANCE TOWARD GAY
CALLER

A Montreal security guard is accusing
the Salvation Army of religious
discrimination in firing him - for quoting
Scriptures.

"It was like a witchhunt," Steven Burke
said, moments after officially making the
claim with the Quebec Human Rights
Commission.

Burke showed a letter he received by
courier from the Salvation Army that
stated: "We regret to inform you that your
services with the Booth Centre are no
longer required as of today."

"No two weeks notice, nothing. Gone.
Bingo," Burke said.

"Obviously he said I should be fired and
they did," he lamented, referring to gay
activist Garth Cook.

The Salvation Army launched an internal
investigation last week into a complaint
by Cook that someone among it's ranks
verbally abused him when he telephoned
seeking help in selecting passages from the
Bible.

Cook said that he called July 31 looking
for help in preparing a eulogy for a friend's
funeral.

Once he admitted he was gay and the
friend had died of AIDS, Cook said he got

"a blast" from the person who had
answered the phone.

Burke admitted to both speaking to Cook
and calling homosexuality an
abomination.

"In all faimess, all I told this individual
1s what the Bible says about
homosexuality," Burke said. "I don't think
it's wrong to quote the Bible if someone
asks you."

The two Scriptures that Burke cited
were:

- Leviticus 20:13, from the Old Testament:
"And if a man lie with mankind, as with
womankind, both of them have committed
abomination."

- Paul to the Romans 1:27, from the New
Testament: "And likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the woman,
burned in their lust one toward another;
men with men working that which is
unseemly and receiving in themselves that
recompence of their error which was
meet."

"He's the one who became hostile when
I quoted those Scriptures to him," Burke
said.

"I didn't run to him, he came to me. I'm
not Moses, I didn't write it, but it's there as
a compass."

Burke denied making any disparaging
remarks about AIDS: "I'm not a (gay)
basher, but I won't promote their lifestyle."

Capt. Bryan Hayward, spokesperson for
the Salvation Army's Quebec
headquarters, said: "One thing we
continually insist upon is accepting people
as they are."

Hayward inadvertently confirmed
Burke's suspicion that he was fired to
appease Cook.

The decision taken by the Booth Centre's
executive director to fire Burke "was right
in line with what Mr. Cook wanted,



Hayward said.

Burke, who had been working about two
months as a security guard at the men's
residence, said he want to know why he
wasn't even consulted or asked for his
version of the incident before being
dismissed.

(Mike King, Southam News)

BIRTH ORDER MAY PLAY
FACTOR IN SEXUAL
ORIENTATION

The New York Times reports on a
recent study which concluded the more
boys a mother has given birth to, the
greater the chances are that her next son
will be gay.

The study reinforces other findings that
show gay men, on the whole, have more
previously born siblings than straight men,
but with a key difference: the new study
says the effect comes only from brothers.
The study also counted brothers who died
before surveyed participants were born,
discounting the psychological explanation
that growing up with older brothers plays
a significant role in the development of
same-sex orientation.

Two researchers at the Clarke Institute
of Psychiatry in Toronto, Ray Blanchard
and Anthony Bogaert, first reported their
findings in the January issue of the
American Journal of Psychiatry. The study
used questionnaires filled out by 302 gay
men and 302 heterosexual men matched
to roughly the same demographics.

While 50% of the overall sample was
gay, the rate was 45% for men with no
previously bomn brothers, 53% for men
with one such brother and 64% for men
with two such brothers. Five of the seven

men with four or more such brothers were
gay. Researchers stressed these
percentages were not representative of the
general population, simply that they
showed statistical probability.

U.S. AIR FORCE MAJOR
ACQUITTED IN SODOMY TRIAL

A U.S. Air Force major accused of
having a lesbian relationship with a civilian
was found not guilty August 15 of charges
of sodomy and conduct unbecoming of an
officer in a case her attorneys said violated
the Pentagon's "don't ask, don't tell" policy
for homosexuals.

A jury of five men and two women, all
colonels in the Air Force, deliberated for
seven hours before acquitting Major Debra
Meeks in a court-martial at Lackland Air
Force Base.

Meeks, 41, faced up to eight years in
prison and loss of her military retirement
benefits if convicted. She wept and
hugged her attorneys when the verdict was
read.

"I hope today's result encourages all
members of the military to seek only to
serve their countries honourably, and to do
so without undo and unwarranted prying
into their private lives," defense attorney
Michael Tigar told reporters after the
verdict.

"What we're trying to protect here is a
diverse and pluralistic society," Tigar said,
who is also attorney for Oklahoma City
bombing suspect Terry Nichols.

Meeks, a 22-year veteran of the Air

4

S T—

——s

Force, was accused of having a sexual
relationship with civilian Pamela Dillard
who testified they lived together as a
married couple for two years. She said
Meeks threatened her with a gun when the
relationship fell apart.

Meeks pleaded not guilty, but did not
testify. Tigar in closing arguments
questioned Dillard's credibility because he
said she was prone to fantasizing and was
intent on destroying Meeks' career.

"She wrote in her diary that she hated
Meeks; she called her a monster," he told
the jury.

But prosecutor Major James Flannery
said that Dillard had explicitly described
sexual episodes with Meeks and
"considered herself the legal wife of the
accused.”

The Uniform Code of Military Justice
defined sodomy as "unnatural carnal
copulation" with members of either the
same or Opposite sex.

Tigar tried unsuccessfully to have the
judge dismiss the case, which he said
violated the controversial Pentagon policy
regarding sexual orientation because
Meeks never said whether she was a
homosexual.

Under the policy, commanding officers
were ordered not to ask service personnel
about their sexual orientation or act against
gay or lesbian members unless they
declared their homosexuality

Because of the charges, Meeks was
asked to leave the Air Force with loss of
her retirement benefits, but refused and
was subsequently court-martialed.
(Reuter)
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LESBIAN MOTHER ABANDONS
FIGHT TO GET SON BACK

A lesbian who lost custody of her son
because of her sex life abandoned a three-
year battle to get the boy back from her
own mother

But Sharon Bottoms testified that she
will instead seek expanded visitation
rights, including permission to bring 5-
year-old Tyler Doustou to the apartment
she shares with her lover.

“She just didn't want to go through this
ordeal again," explained Donald Butler,
Bottoms' attorney.

The boy's uncontested guardian is now
Kay Bottoms, Sharon Bottoms' mother,
who fought for custody because she was
offended by her daughter's lesbianism

In a ruling that angered gay-rights
advocates, the younger Bottoms' lost
custody of Tyler in 1993 when a judge said
she was an unfit mother because she and
her live-in lover, April Wade, engaged in
oral sex, a crime in Virginia.

A Virginia appeals court reversed the
judge 1n 1994 and ruled that
homosexuality alone is not grounds for
losing custody.

But in 1995, the state Supreme Court
ruled, 4-3, that Sharon Bottoms should not
have custody, declaring that "active
lesbianism practised in the home" may
subject a child to the condemnation of
others.

Sharon Bottoms, 26, and the child's
father are divorced, and he has not been
involved in the boy's upbringing. She has
been allowed to visit Tyler on Mondays
and Tuesdays, but she must keep him away
from her apartment and her girlfriend

"We are a family, April and 1. When Tyler
1s there, I would like for him to see that,"
she testified



accused.

In announcing the review, NSW
Attorney-General Jeff Shaw told Reuters,
"Without pre-empting the debate, [ would
comment that there are compelling
grounds for looking at the so-called
homosexual panic defense, which can have
the effect of imposing prejudice on the
jury."

A discussion paper put out by the
government said publicity surrounding the
use of the defense had made it "attractive."
The government stated further it regarded
the number of cases using the defense as
"sufficiently high to warrant concern."

Reuters quotes the Australian Institute
of Criminology as saying the level of
violence against gay men and lesbians has
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in connection to the slaying.

"We believe that the aggressor has
a problem with homosexuals,"
Michael Hendricks, a spokesman for
the Committee on Violence Against
Gays and Lesbians, told a news
conference.

Hendricks said victims of such
crimes are usually law-abiding men
who invite their killer into their homes
and then are viciously attacked. Little
if anything is stolen.

Montreal's gay and lesbian
community has been rocked by the
slaying. Hate crime, by its very
definition, affects the entire
community of the minority targeted,
Hendricks said.
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arrival is expected in late January.

"It's a thrill of a lifetime, we're both so
excited," Etheridge said in a statement
from her record company.

"Both Julie and I have been planning this
for a long time. We couldn't be happier."

The statement makes no mention of who
the father is - as in does the couple know
him? - and Etheridge's New York based
publicist wasn't much help in clarifying.

"The statement's going to stand as it is,"
said Gail Fine.

Etheridge has just begun the U S. leg of
her tour for her new album, Your Little
Secret.

(Jane Stevenson - Toronto Sun)
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meeting rooms, a lounge, a 200-seat
auditorium and offices for nonprofit
organizations.

Construction costs for the new centre are
estimated at $7.3 million which organizers
expect to raise from fundraisers,
donations, private corporations and non-
private organizations.

(Out)

BRITISH TRANSSEXUAL SEEKS
FATHERHOOD IN EUROCOURT

Reuters reports a British transsexual,
now legally recognized as a man, took
Great Britian to the European Court of
Human Rights. He is suing over a British

























































