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HOUSE VOTES TO BAR GAY

MARRIAGES UNDER FEDERAL
LAW

Washington (CNN): After an
impassioned debate fraught with biblical
quotes and gay-baiting allegations, the
House of Representatives voted
overwhelmingly July 12 to define marriage
as the union of one man and one woman -
excluding same-sex unions from
recognition under federal law.

Under the measure, passed 342-67,
states could still legalize gay marriages,
but other states would not have to honour
them.

President Clinton is prepared to sign the
bill if it passes the Senate and reaches his
desk in acceptable form, a spokesman said.
Clinton has said he does not believe in
same-sex marriage, and White House
spokesman Mike McCurry said the
president "has very strong...personal
views" on the subject.

However, McCurry said Clinton
believed the measure was politically
motivated.

"I think, in fact, it is gay-baiting, pure
and simple," McCurry said, adding that the
Republican sponsors were "raising an issue
that doesn't arise anywhere."

Under the bill, gay couples would be
ineligible for spousal benefits under the
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Social Security and Medicare programs
and any other federal benefit program
reserved for heterosexual married couples.

The so-called Defense of Marriage Act
was introduced by conservatives to head
off the possible results of a court case that
could lead Hawaii to become the first state
to legalize same-sex marriages.

Supporters of the bill said they feared if
Hawaii were to free to recognize gay
marriages, the Constitution would then
require all other states to accept such
marriage performed in the state as legal.

Rep. Bob Barr, (Georgia), the bill's
sponsor, said that with the Hawaiian case
on the horizon, "the very foundation of our
society" is at risk.

"As Rome burned, Nero fiddled," Barr
declared during a heated floor debate.
" .. The flames of hedonism, the flames of
narcissism, the flames of self-centered
morality are licking at the very foundation
of our society, the family unit."

But Rep. Barney Frank, Democratic
(Massachusetts), one of Congress' three
openly gay members, argued it was silly
to claim that gay relationships threaten
traditional marriage.

"I find it implausible that two men who
decide to commit themselves to each other
threaten the marriage of people who live
two blocks away," he said.

Some House Democrats waged a bitter
fight against the bill, accusing Republicans
of trying to whip up anti-gay hatred among
voters to persuade them to vote for GOP
presidential candidate Bob Dole.

"This is nothing more than election year
pandering," Rep. Martin Meehan said.
"This will prevent or stop nothing, but it
does effectively divide people in
America...and that's exactly why it's
wrong.

But Rep. Tom DeLay (Rep. Texas), who

supported the bill, said polls in Hawaii and
across the country "show that a majority
of people don't support legalizing same-
sex marriage."

McCurry pointed out that the Hawaii
case is not yet law and has been sent back
to alower court. "It's classic use of wedge
politics designed to provoke anxieties and
fears."

As to why Clinton would sign the
measure if the White House believes it 1s
gay-baiting, McCurry said the president
has to act consistently with his own
personal views.

Republican Patricia Schroeder
(Colorado), called the bill an outrage. "If
you think there isn't enough hate and
polarization in America, you're going to
love this bill."

The measure could run into problems in
the Senate, where Senator Ted Kennedy 1s
expected to add a measure barring
employment discrimination against gays.

Senate Republican Leader Trent Lott
said that due to scheduling problems, a
vote was not expected in that chamber until
September.

TAIWAN TO SEE FIRST GAY
WEDDING

Taiwan (OUT.com): Reuters reports a
Taiwanese man will marry his American
boyfriend on November 8, in what 1s
believed to be the island's first public gay
wedding. Gay writer Hsu Yo-shen planned
to announce the wedding on a radio show
funded by the Taipei city government.

The radio station plans to broadcast the
wedding live, and the couple will ask
Taipei city mayor Chen Shui-bian to host
the ceremony. No indication was given
as to whether the mayor would accept the

invitation. The wedding 1s ceremonial
since Taiwan doesn't recognize gay
marriage, but the significance of the event
is huge in the newly liberalized country.

The Taipei city-funded station began
airing a daily radio program devoted
exclusively to lesbian and gay subject
matter on July 1. Sex-related topics,
particularily those touching on gay or
lesbian issues, have long been considered
taboo on the conservative island.

A recent influx of liberal Western ideas,
coinciding with the end of martial law in
1987, has changed social mores, according
to Reuters. Taiwan set up its first gay
church and founded its first gay and lesbian
magazine earlier this year.

STATE POLICE CRUSH
BULGARIAN GAY
ORGANIZATION

Bulgaria (OUT.com): Bulgarian gay
men and lesbians, clustered around the
country's first independent gay
publication, "Flamingo," are accusing the
state police of illegal harassment and
intimidation reminiscent of the Cold War.
The state sanctioned campaign against
gays reached a new level of violence when
the magazine's offices were stormed by
police on July 10.

Bulgaria was admitted to the
International Lesbian and Gay Association
in 1990, and has played an active role in
strengthening ties between nascent gay
organizations in former Warsaw Pact
countries and their more mature
counterparts in Western Europe and
America.

According to most accounts the efforts
initiated by the "Flamingo" group became
a part of the country's general



liberalization. The group claims greater
public acceptance of homosexuality as a
result of its efforts, or as the Bulgarians
put it, a wider social embrace of "people
with double feeling."

Coupled with wider acceptance,
however, are increasingly aggressive
police actions by "marauding bands of
officers operating outside the law,"
according to Angel Bliznachki. Bliznachki
dispatched an appeal over the Internet,
seeking political asylum from "crudely
fabricated accusations" levied upon him
by authorities in Sofia.

Bliznachki claims police have
confiscated card files, correspondence,
computer equipment, advertising
materials, merchandise, and sealed the
centre after a rude and "demonstrative
arrest" of the magazine's staff. Employees
have been coerced, says Bliznachki, into
supplying false evidence and confessions.
The next day, he says police expanded their
raids into the countryside with names
confiscated from the magazine's records.

MICROSOFT APOLOGIZES

(GLINN.com): Microsoft Corporation
issued a public apology in Spain and
Mexico for a Spanish-language version of
a software product that offered "savage"
and "man-eater" as synonyms for the word
"Indian." The problems turned up in the
thesaurus for Microsoft Word 6.0, a word
processing program. Other synonyms
included "vicious" and "inverted" for
homosexual and "vicious and "pervert" for
lesbian. Microsoft apologized in a press
release in Mexico City and also took out
newspaper ads in Mexico and Spain
promising to make new software available
for free.

GAYS EJECTED FROM BOSTON
CLUB AWARDED $10,000 EACH

Boston (OUT) The Massachusetts
Commission Against Discrimination, the
state's civil rights watchdog agency, has
ordered a former nightclub owner to pay
a gay man and two lesbians $10,000 each
for emotional distress suffered when they
were tossed out of the club six years ago.

Mary Bonauto, an attorney with Gay and
Lesbian Advocates & Defenders said the
MCAD award was the first in the state
involving anti-gay discrimination in public
accommodation. "These rulings show that
non-discrimination laws have vitality in the
1990s. Both stand for people being treated
equally and eliminating any double
standards," she said.

"We're saying if you open your business
to the public, then you must serve the
public,"” MCAD Commissioner Charles
Walker, told Reuters. He said the $10,000
payment per person "is a dollar figure
based upon the assault of their dignity as
human beings."

Richard Creswell of Scituate, Mass.,
Kelly McSorley of Boston, and Jacqueline
Stoll of New York City, were in a small
group of gay men and lesbians at the
'Stocks and Bonds Restaurant and Bar' in
1990. The Boston nightclub closed two
years later.

According to court records, the group
danced and "demonstrated physical
affection" attracting negative attention
from other patrons. When Cresswell and
his partner, Jamie Pierce, kissed, a police
officer on paid private detail grabbed
Cresswell by the neck, lifted him off the
floor and pushed him out the door. Other
bouncers then tossed out McSorley and
Stoll. Said Cresswell of the decision, "It's

been an awful long time in coming, but it
definitely was worth the wait.. there's a
feeling of vindication."

YOLUNTEER CHAPLAIN
DISMISSED OVER ANTI-GAY
REMARKS

Orlando, FL.: The Orlando Sentinel
reports Sheriff Kevin Beary of the Orange
County Sheriff's office has dismissed the
Reverend John Butler Book, a volunteer
chaplain notorious in the central Florida
community for his anti-gay bias.

Book recently went out of his way to
condemn a deputy in the Sheriff's
department for attending a gay pride
parade in June. He has long been harshly
critical of gay people and has stated
publicly they should undergo therapy to
become heterosexual.

An editonial carried in the July 26 issue
of the Sentinel praised the move, saying
"It's easy to see why Mr. Book was

dismissed. What's tough to
understand i1s why he was ever
recruited as one of the agency's 40
chaplains.

The deputy's attendance at the pride
parade, said the paper, 1s a matter of
public service and should be
considered by all in the community
as the routine fulfillment of an
officer's responsibilities.

Said the Sentinel, "Book's public
intolerance casts an unfair shadow on
all deputies who must be counted on
to protect residents, especially people
most likely to be targets of
persecution."

The paper said that by their very
nature, "chaplains are expected to
have the genuine compassion
necessary to comfort all people who
have been affected by tragedy. Mr.

Book's overt disdain for a segment of
the population makes him
inappropriate for the job."
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The cause of death of the 11 known serial-
killer victims has been strangulation. The
remaining two may have been strangled,
but the bodies were too badly decomposed
when found for investigators to be sure.
Police would not speculate on how Smith
died.

&

churches in central Ohio, voted to
condemn the church in January 1995. In
June of that year, the association voted
101-34 to revoke its membership.

The church's journey toward acceptance
of gay men and lesbians was not a simple
one, said Williamson, but he cited a
number of factors that helped the church

uiaii UUED alu piEgd T lad vallvu uiv gluup
from participating.

Keith Goddard of the Gay and Lesbian
Association said his organization will defy
the ban.

See update...>>

‘LAST year, We couldnt ao mat. >0 s
is a victory for us," he said as he and his
colleagues beat a hasty retreat from the fair.

To deflect public attention from them,
fair organizers moved the GALZ stand
away from the center to a secluded section
guarded by private security officials after
some foreign exhibitors near their stand
complained they had lost business due to
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