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Teachers Fear New
Tory Bill

Gay and lesbian
teachers could be
subjected to "witch
hunts” under a new
Tory law, says a
homosexual rights

lobby group.

The Coalition for
Lesbian and Gay
Rights in Ontario says
Bill 31 - which creates
a new  college of
teachers- give parents
and school boards
"dangerous tools" to
complain about the
"moral wickedness" of
" homosexual teachers.

The law allows
anyone to launch
complaints for such
things as professional
misconduct or
incompetence.

But the new
legislation fails to
define those terms or
what sort of things the

public can complain
about, said Greg
Pavelich, a  Toronto
teacher and CLGRO
spokesman.

Parents could launch
complaints because

they don't want their
children to be taught
by gay or lesbian
teachers, he said.

"It has
potential.”

The group also
argued the law ensures
gay and lesbian teens
will be denied positive
role models and allow
the new college to pry

that

into the private lives of
its staff.
Pavelich said the

college could collect
information on a
teacher’s sexual

orientation, find out
whether they had AIDS
or HIV or even
whether they belong to
a gay baseball team.

Lyvnn MacGyver, a
Peel teacher, said she
knows lesbian teachers
who have already been
harassed out of their
job because of their
sexuality.

"I do believe Bill 31
will help keep teachers
closeted.” she said.

(TORONTO SUN. APR. 17/96)

On The Lighter Side_
And Under The O...

A 73-year-old
woman who claims she
began having
spontaneous orgasms

after an electronic
bingo board fell on her
won't get her day in
court.

Judge Patrick
Madden threw out
Mary Verdev's lawsuit

against St. Florian
Catholic Church
because she failed to
undergo the

psychological exam he
ordered.

Verdev said she
suffered nearly $90,000
in " injuries when a
138-kg board fell off the
stage at a bingo night
in  1990. She also
claimed that she found

2

herself sexually
attracted to women
and experienced
spontaneous orgasms,
sometimes in clusters.
James Green, a
lawyer for the church.
said Verder is
psychologically
unbalanced. "It is

unexplained in moder:
medicine how a bump
on the head can alter
sexual orientation or
cause recurring
orgasms,” he added.

(ASSOCIATED PRESS)

Calgary Alderman
Wants Helicopter To
Chase Gays

A Calgary alderman

wants police to use
their expensive new
crime-fighting

helicopter to chase
away an increasing
number of gays who
gather at North

Glenmore Park.

"We're going to be
asking police to
increase enforcement
until it disappears,” Ald.
Barry Erskine said. "It
(the helicopter) could
easily come over the
area and buzz the area
and basically have a
look."

The alderman said
he's received numerous
complaints from area
residents about
increased gay activity
in the wooded park and
wants police patrols
stepped up.

"What the real concern
is..the public display of
sex whether it be

heterosexual or
homosexual couples.”
Erskine's colleagues

weren't excited about
using the helicopter,
which costs $600 an
hour. Police aren’t
enthusiastic about the
idea, either. "My
inclination would be to
have a look at the
problem and make
some recommendations.
said city police Supt.
Dave MacKay.

Erskine said the
park had a problem
with public sex before,
but with the help of
the gay and lesbian
association "it
disappeared.”

Stephen Lock of the
Calgary Lesbian and
Gay  Political  Action

- Guild, said hed be

and
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prepared to help
Erskine address the
problem.

He said many men
who visit the park are
not open about being
gay, "so when we talk
about enforcement, we

have to realize
exposing them creates
ruined lives. There has

to be a balance struck
here.”

As for using the
helicopter "it strikes me
as expensive.lt would
be like trying to use a
tank to shoot (flies,"

Lock said.
(CANADAN PRESS)

Gay Students ‘1'o Hold
Own Prom

Homosexual high
school students will get
to swing to their own
beat mnext month at
Metro Toronto's first
gayv and lesbian prom.
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Toronto school
trustee John Campey
said the June i4th prom
at Enoch Turner
Schoolhouse is
sponsored by the
board's Triangle

program but is open to
any gay and lesbian
student in Toronto.
They're hoping for
about 150 students and
adults, he said.

Triangle - a
transitional program
for Grades 9 -12 gay
and lesbian students -
opened it's doors last
fall in donated space at
Metropolitan
Community ' Church.
Teacher Patty Barclay,
who works out of
Oasis Alternative
School. said they have
16 students registered in
Triangle at the
moment.

“It's long overdue.”
Barclay said of the
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prom, noting lesbian
and gay students who
try to take their own
partners to a regular
school prom often risk

getting beaten up.
'There’s a huge
emotional cost..this is

less of a fishbowl."

She agreed the idea
is "novel” saying she
only knows ot a
similar city-wide prom
in Los Angeles. "It's
really exciting and sort
of scary."

Campey. who plans
to help chaperone but
has no date at the
moment. said they plau
to have at least two
prom queens plus a DI
who has done a lot of
events in the gay
community. He said
money from the tickets.
$25 for students and
$50 for adults, will be
used to pay for the
event and to raise
money for Triangle.

"The kids are having
some fun with this.
We're approaching it
tongue-in-cheek,"” he
said, adding that many
adults will be there to
enjoy the "prom they
never had.”

Toronto board
chairman David Moll
said he hasn't heard
anything -about the

prom and he doesn’t
suppose he'll be going
to it. "l don't want to
know about it,”" he said.

{ASSOCWATED PRESS)

Nasty Remarks Cause
Outcry

Asked what shop
owners should do if
customers don't like

being served by black
or gay employvees.
Reform Party Whip
Bob Ringma said. "He
should be able to sav.

hey I don’t need you in
my employ or I'm
going to switch you to
the back of the shop, or
I'm going to do
something to make sure
you don’t lose more
business for me.” And
asked if employing a
black or gay person

could result in lost
business, he said, "It's
conceivable to me,
sure."

Ringma said he was
describing a
hypothetical situation;

that he is not racist or
horgophobic and that
he himself would not
fire a person for being
gay or black.

A subtle distinction;
one that was lost on
the Prime Minister.

Ringma’s Reform Party

colleagues were
surprised. "1 can't
defend that. That's

exactly why we have
a Human Rights Act to
protect people from
exactly that kind of
attitude.| said MP lan
McClelland. MP Monte
Solberg said. "I think
Bob should apologize. [
think he should explain
to people swhy he said
that."

All this comes on the
same day Justice
Minister Allan Rock
began debate on the
Liberals controversial
gay rights bill. Rock
said. | think Mr.

Ringma makes our
case. This is why we
need human rights
legislation in this
country."”

Just how much
trouble Bob Ringma

was in was not clear.
No one from the upper
ranks of the party has
condemned Ringma's
remarks, but some of
the more moderate MPs
are upset. worried that
what he said reinforces
the extremist attitude
they're trying to shed.
But it seems one day
makes a big difference
for Ringma. One day
he made a statement
saving he wasn't
apologizing for what
he said, absolutely not.
My guess is that after
a sleepless night and a
sudden change of heart
he not only apologized
by saying, "I apologize
without reservation for

[WANIVEL N

Drag Queens Attend
Liz Taylor's Promo

"Hang in, baby, hang
in," Elizabeth Taylor

said in Vancouver
when asked for words
of wisdom for

middle-aged \womern.
Taylor, 64, sat on a
chair in Eaton’s lingeric
department while
answering questions
from a crowd of 2000
admirers who came 0
see her during her oniy
Canadian appedarance
on a promotional tour
of her new perfume.
The unveiling of
Elizabeth Tavior Black
Pearls by’ Eltzabeth
Arden was marked by

stifling heat, fainting
by some in the
audience and an
entourage of iz
lookalikes and drag
queens.

To the questiort of if
she would ever marry
again. the answer was
a unequivocal "no.”

(SOUTHAK HEW:.PAPEAS)

Ontario Guarded Gay
Rights in 1986

Ontario passed
legislation almest 10
vears ago that
prohibites
discrimination on the
basis of sexual
orientation.

In 1986. then
attorney-general Ian
Scott, a Liberal.

introduced the Equality

LTI IL  \ranay assr~-—-

Opposing Righ\‘.s Bill

Guided by personal
beliefs and the will of
his constituents.
Cambridge MP Janko
Peric voted against his

own governments bill
to amend the Human
Rights Act to outlaw
discrimination against
hornosexuals.

Peric was the only

local MP to oppose the
pill. but one of- 23
Liberals who used the
free vote in the House
of Commons May lIst to

buck the aacty line and
vote with their
conscience.

"] believe that every
human being should be
protected by one law.
regardless of who they
are or what they are”
Peric said from his
Ottawa office.

“That's my personal
position. and [ had close

to 5.000 signatures
from constituents
opposing this bill and

only a few phone calls
from people who
supported it."”

With a vote of 178
to 53. the bill received
second reading and is
now before a Commons
committee, which
began hearing
witnesses shortly after
the vote.

Liberal MPs will also
be allowed to vote as
they like saithout fear
of government reprisal
when the bill returns to
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the kind of society that
Canada is.” Telegdi
said.  “All vou have to
do is look around the
world and see what
hatred and intolerance
is bringing us."

Drawing from
personal experiences,
Telegdi Ciied an
incident in the 1970s

when he was head of
the local agency, Youth

in Conflict with the
Law.

A gay person who
served as a volunteer
with the agency
committed suicide
because of the
intolerance faced in the
community’, Telegdi
said.

You've got all kinds
of stories like that” he
said.

To Kitchener MP

John English, passing
the bill only makes
sense. -

"l think the
comments by Ringma
show why it's
necessary.” English
said.

“"We just have to
protect anyone who
might be fired or

moved to the back of

the store because they
are of any orientation.
whether it be sexual or
it be ethnic minorities
or whatever,” English
said.

"It just scems to e
that as Liberals. that’s
one thing we have to
believe in.'"

(KW Record May 2/9€)























































