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Many Hata Crimas Go Unraportad:
Study Says

A recent study shows that of the
estimated 60,000 hate crimes comitted
in nine major Canadian cities, only a
small percentage - perhaps one in 10
are ever reported.

Violent attacks and other crimes
fuelled by hatred of the victim's race,
religion or sexual orientation are
classified as hate crimes.

Of the almost 1,000 hate crimes
police did record in 1993-94, 61 per
cent were directed against racial
minorities. Twenty-three per cent
against religious minorities, 11 per cent
against gays or lesbians and five per
cent against cthnic minoritics.

Because many gays and lesbians
cannot or will not come out publicly
they are sometimes reluctant to report
these crimes to police for fear of
outing themselves as gay or lesbian.

The fact that they fear reprisals
from attackers or believe the justice

system won't take their reports
seriously is also a factor. the study
says.

Court, Uphaolds Anti-Hate Ruling

A Vancouver group has lost its
challenge of an order to stop using
recorded messages that promote
hatred against homosexuals.

In a ruling released in Ottawa, the
Federal Court of Canada uphcld a
human rights tribunal decision that shut
down the group’s telephone hotline.

The federal tribunal ruled in early
1994 that the messages, on a phone
line run by the Canadian Liberty Net
and Tony McAleer, exposed people to
hatred or contempt because of their
sexual orientation.
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Alberta Appeal Court Oenies Gay
Rights

Alberta’s highest court has ruled the
province's human rights laws do not
have to include specific protection for
homosexuals.

In a 2-1 decision released Feb.23, the
Alberta Court of Appeal concluded the
Individuals Rights Protection Act doesn't
discriminate against gays by not
ncluding sexual orientation as a
protected right.

It ruled that the act is neutral on the
subject, and therefore does no!
distinguish between homosexuals and
heterosexuals.

Delwin Vriend, 30, started the court
battle after he was fired from his job
as a lab instructor at King's College. a
Christian  school, in 1991,  afte:
administrators there found out he's gay.

He'd gone to the Alberta Human
Rights Commission for help but was told
homosexuality is not protected by
provincial human rights laws.

So he took his case to court and in
1994, Court of Queen's Bench Justice
Anne Russell ruled the law was
unconstitutional and said it should
include the words "sexual orientation.”

The province appealled the decision
last May.

Vriend has not yet decided whether
to appeal to the Supreme Court of
Canada. Of the decision, Vriend said:
"My heart fell, it just fell.”

Allan Rock May Abandon Gay Rights
Promise o aecono res. 77360

There are signs the justice minister
might drop his committment to formally
outlaw discrimination against gays.
Allan Rock has long promised to amend
the Canadian Human Rights Act so it
covers sexual orientation.

But Prime Minister Jean Chretien told

the Liberal caucus this week he's no
longer keen on the idea, one MP
confirmed.

The MP, who asked not to be named,
said some members raised the topic at
a Feb. 13 caucus meeting, perhaps in an
effort to bhave the long-standing
promise included in the throne speech.

The MP said Chretien told them the
government would let go of the issue to
make life easier for rural backbenchers
with constituents uneasy about the idea.

Many MPs have already faced a
barrage of criticism over the new gun
control law.

But last November, Rock reiterated
his promise to amend the act. “The
committment remains the same,” he said
at the time.

Rock’'s press secretary, Jennifer
Lang, said Feb. 16 she had nothing to
add to what the minister has said.

But she wouldn't say whether Rock's
promise still stood.

“That's all | can say,” said Lang.

The Human Rights Act, which covers
the federal government and federally
regulated businesses like banks, bans
discrimination on grounds including age.
sex, race, religion and disability.

Adding sexual orientation to the list
might bolster the case of a homosexual
who is denied a job or government
service.

A number of Liberals who recognize
only the traditional family fear the
amendment would be another step

toward legal recognition of same-sex
marriages.

But Hedy Fry, the new secretary of
state for multiculturalism, said she was
confident the government would go
ahead with the amendment.

“"The Prime Minister himself has said
this is a promise,” she told a news
conference sponsored by gay and
lesbian groups.

(CaNADMN PRESS)

U.K. Won’t Rllow Gays In Military

Britian will maintain its ban on
homosexuals in the military, after a
review of the issue, Defence Minister
Michael Portillo said March 3.

He said lifting the ban would be bad
for discipline and morale.

"People are working in a situation of
absolute trust. They are living almost
literally on top of each other in very
confined situations. They need to know
they can trust one another,” he told
BBC television.

Britian's High Court upheld a ban on
homosexuals in the armed forces last
June by dismissing test cases brought
by three gay men and a lesbian.

Lawyers have warned the
government defence chiefs are likely to
be forced under international law to
replace the ban by the end of the
decade.
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TV TALK

If vou're a pay TV subscriber, there
are a few good movies showing on
The Movie Network (TMN) in the
upcoming weeks.

* The Australian movie that's taken
the world by storm, Priscilla; Queen
of the Desert will be airing March
19th and 3iIst. Three drag queens
(Terence Stamp, Hugo Weaving,
Guy Pearce) take to the road in a
dolled up bus (Priscilla) to put on a
drag show in a rural Aussie town.
Highly recommended!

* Three different women (Whoopi
Goldberg, Mary-Louise Parker and
Drew Barrymore) travel from New
York to Tucson and end up learning
a lot about themselves and each
other. Great soundtrack too !

"Boys On The Side" airs March 25
and 30.

* "Exit to Eden' is a comedy based

on Anne Rice's novel about two
bumbling undercover cops (Rosie
O'Donnell and Dan Aykroyd) who

follow diamond’ smugglers and a
photographer to an S & M fantasy
island lorded over by a ‘'strict”
mistress (Dana Delany).

Airs March 30. Some violence.

* "Glen or Glenda" airs March 31 on
The Movie Network. Transvestism,
sex-change and angora sweaters are
featured in Ed Wood's story about
one man's confusion. Voted one of
the worst movies of all time. This
1953 black and white B-movie stars
Ed Wood, Dolores Fuller and Bela
Lugosi.

* William Hurt won an Oscar for
his portrayal of a gay window
dresser who shares a South
American prison cell with a

revolutionary (Raul
highly recommended
Spider Woman." March 15, 20.

Julia) in the

é CONCERT LISTINGS &

After a very short absence from the
stage following the demise of the
popular folk-rock duo "Open Mind",

lead vocalist CHANTAL
CHAMBERLAND is back stronger

than ever and this time with a full
band. For the next while she’ll be
very busy promoting her new
release, "On Solid Ground". Listed
below are just a few of her
performances within driving
distance from the Cambridge, K-W
area. Check it out!

-March 23.. Albion Hotel, Guelph
-March 30...... LaLuna, Hamilton
-April 4. HMYV Superstore, Toronto
-April 5. C'est What, Toronto
-April 12...... on air, CBC Radio 4-6pm.

¢

March 30, 1996 is the date to see
Therapist and Comic,
LOULAN from San Francisco who
will be acting up on stage at
Trinity-St.Paul United Church at 427
Bloor St. West in Toronto. Showtime
is 8pm. and tickets are $17 advance
and $20 at the door. For more
information, call 519-886-2375.

é

Melissa Etheridge plays Maple Leaf
Gardens in Toronto on Monday,
March 18. Tickets at $29.50 - $35.50
are available by calling
1-416-870-8000. Showtime is 7:30
pm. Check out her special guest

Ashley Maclsaac.
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Elton John Plays The Palace

Elton John in a grey suit? It happened February 27 when the rock star
went to Buckingham Palace to be made a Commander of the British
Empire.

There wasn't a sequin in sight - and no platform shoes, no rainbow hues,
no rhinestones on his plain wire-rimmed glasses.

Elton left his flamboyant stage persona at home to receive his royal
badge of honour for services to the music industry and charity.

The high honour is serious business. It is coveted by Britians
establishment as well as the entertainment world. Though it doesn't give
Eiton a title, he can put the initials CBE after his signature.
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CABLE 10% - GAY AND LESBIAN TV

A magazine-style television show presenting information,
entertainment and stories about, by and for gay men and lesbians.
Air dates are as follows on Rogers Cable channel 20:

Saturday, April 6 at llpm, April 10 at llpm and April 18 at 7pm.
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SPANIKD & RATIRD

A MONTHLY GUDE TO POPULAR DANKE MUSC
AND QURET AUB ANTHEMS.

1. Hideaway (Deep Dish Remix)

2. Missing (Chris & James M) -EUERYTHNGBWTFEGIRL
3. Disco’s Revenge - GUSTO

4. Get-a—way — SHAUNA DAAS

S. Giv me kw (Original Mix) - ALCATRAZ

6. Skin on Skin (Orange Mix) - GRACE

7. imitation of Life - BLLY RAY MARTIN
8. Inside Out (Temple of Light Remix) - CULTURE BEAT
8. Fe—Fi-FO—Fum - CANDY GIRLS

10. La Luna (To The Beat of the Drum) - THE ETHICS

1L Cry India - UMBOZA

12. Luckg Love (Frankie Knuckles Mixes) - ACE OF BASE
13. Love Hangover PﬂuJNEHENRY

. ShmeereRSfar(DngMazMx) - BERRY
1. Loving You More -B.T.
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says OI tne cneap TICKel prices. 1
must go along with that thinking
since it was only a few weeks ago
that she performed on the Rita
McNeil show on coast to coast T.V.!
Rumour has it that there are many
local business people and club
owners that are going to be in
attendance to take in the show, as
this Friday in April has to be the
hottest ticket in town. I talked with
Mark briefly before writing this

IIKE DIIC ULU IAdDL LIIIT; WILTE LT HIR
M: We'll just have to see how she
feels. Nothing with Carol is written
in stone, other than the fact that
she’ll be there in person with a
vengeance not seen since her gig
last year.

PA: Is it possible to get an interview
with her after the gig here?

M: I'l have to get back to you on
that.

So there you have it Carol in KW.

article and this interview follows.... E Pope fans, get your tickets early!"!
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or call us at:
(519)
We look forward to hearing from youl








































