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Victory at the Courthouse

To this day, gays and lesbians
live with a stinging memory of the
last time Queen’s Park said no to
same-sex spousal benefits and rights,
but our streak of fighting the
government in court and winning
continued on February 9.

The ruling has come down in a
court case involving a recently
separated lesbian  couple. The
women were living together for 11
years, but when their relationship
came to an end, one partner took
most of their possessions. She
changed the locks on their home,
their cottage and a business jointly
held by the couple. The locked out
partner said she should get support
payments of $5000 a month. The
lawyer for her ex-partner and the
Attorney General's office said she's
not entitled to any support because
the Family Law Act says
commonlaw  spousal relationships
can only exist between men and
women.

Madame Justice Gloria Epstein
in her 47 page decision disagreed.

She says, "Same-sex relationships
involve similar levels of economic
dependence, mutual responsibilities,

and emotional commitment as
heterosexual relationships".

The winner in this court case is
very pleased that she could be a
part of creating such a big decision
for same-sex rights in general.

Asked what she thinks about
the ruling, Chris Phibbs, from The
Campaign for Equal Families says,
"It's a wonderful ruling from the
angle of the gay and lesbian
commumty This is som%thmg that
we've been arguing about and
struggling for, for so long. Not only

. do we want same-sex rights, we

want same-sex responsibilities too.”

This ruling means that gays
and lesbians with the means, must
support each other when their
relationships sour, just like
heterosexual relationships, so they
don’t have to turn to the state for
help.

It also shows that the courts|
are continuing to grant gays .and‘i
lesbians equal rights, something the
governments are continuing to fight
in the courts, at the expense of the
taxpayer.
nuununnunnnnnnuu!

Murder on the Net

Virginia police are investigating a|
murder case in which the Kkiller
apparently met the victim through a|
computer "chat room." |

Armed with a criminal search|
warrant, they recently descended on|¢
the headquarters of America Online
and took dozens of files they hope|
will give them more evidence in theﬁ
murder, which took place in New|
Jersey.

The man suspected of being the
killer in the case apparently met the
victim through a gay '"chat room"|
on America Online. Chat rooms
allow computer users with common|
interests to share information - to
"talk" to each other via their
computers.

But their off-line meeting Jan. 4
turned deadly, police say, when
George Hemenway shot Jesse Unger|
in the head.

Unger, 39, was a computer
systems analyst in nearby Princeton.
Hemenway also 39, is a car
mechanic and carpenter.

Hemenway remains in jail on
murder charges. Police say he has
confessed to the crime.
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A Haven for Book Lovers

XTRA!, Out & About, The Advocate, Deneuve, Genre, Urban
Fitness and many other feminist and men's magazines
Plus gay and lesbian books, novels, mysteries and non-fiction.

884-2665 fax 884-2614
100 King St. South, Waterloo
9109 weekdays, 9 to 6 Sat., 12 to 5 Sun.

Visa, MasterCard, AmEXx, Interac

We have CD-Rom access to 1.5 million titles. Special orders welcome.

DRAMATIC RESULYS WITH
NEW AIDS DRUG

Dramatic results with
a new AIDS drug could
mean a longer life for
people with Hit),

Researchers are
sayng the triple punch
combination of an
experimental new drug
with two already on the
market, is by far the
most potent treatment
yet. The drug therapy
seems tTo slow the
growth of the virus and
may even stall it for long
periods of time.

The new drug,
Krixovan, when taken
with AZT and 3TC has
remarkable results.
"After 4 months, no
virus was detectable in
the bloodstreams of 24
out of 26 of the people
who got this
combination,” says Mark
Bowers, from The San
Francisco AIDS
Foundation.

“Ninety percent of
the individuals with HW
disease in these studies
who have received this
combination therapy
cease to have
detectable AIDS virus in
their blood. That is very
exciting and hopeful
news by any measure,"
says Pat Christen, San
Francisco AIDS
Foundation.

The new drug
Krixovan, is a newer
type of medication being
tested on humans. H
interupts the life cycle
of HIY, without killing the
virus. Just how long it
can stop HW from
growing isn’t known yet.

Is not a cure, but
the results are dramatic
because so far, the
drugs available don’t do
much to extend the life
of people infected with

HI.
OoooDooooao




Between The Acts:
Lives of Homosexual Men

1885 - 1967

Edited by Kevin Porter and
Jeffrey Weeks
Published by Routledge

Between the Acts is a
collection of stories of fifteen
homosexual men who lived
between 1885 and 1967, told in a
series of moving and immensely
readable interviews. Their
memories and experiences give us
exceptional insights into how gay
men made sense of their needs
and desires, and fashioned for
themselves manageable personal
and social identities.

These stories, sometimes
entertaining, sometimes
disturbing, are set in Britian in
the time period between the acts;
the Criminal Law Amendment Act
of 1885 which made all sexual
activity between men illegal, and
the Sexual Offences Act of 1967,
which partially decriminalized
such activities under a number of
severe restrictions.

Reading this collection of
stories makes you realize how
far we have really come in the
gay movement, and how, along
the way, attitudes and
circumstances have changed.

Available at Kitchener Public
Library or a bookstore near you.

Out of the Past:
Gay and Lesbian History

from 1869 10 the Present
by Neil Miller

Published by Vintage Books:

a Division of Random House Inc.

Encompassing more than a
hundred years of gay and lesbian

history, culture and politics, from

the Plains Indians to 1920s

Bloomsbury to America in the age

of AIDS, this is an absorbing

chronicle of the forging of
homosexual identity, by the ‘
award winning author of Out in
the World.

Neil Miller accompanies his
narrative with portraits of
ordinary men and women, as well
as such figures as Walt |
Whitman, Eleanor Roosevelt, !
James Baldwin, T.E. Lawrence, |
Langston Hughes, and Martina
Navritilova. Topics include:

. Frontier cowboys and Native
American berdaches- men who |
lived and dressed as women

. Women’s friendships and
"Boston marriages”

. The trials of Oscar Wilde and
Radclyffe Hall

. Gay havens, from Belle Epoque
Paris to Jazz Age Harlem

. Gay and lesbian life in Nazi
Germany, Soviet Russia,

McCarthy’'s America and Castro’s
Cuba. |

. Mishima and homosexuality in
Japan .

. The modern gay and lesbian f
movement ‘

With excerpts from bott
contemporary and historica
documents, " this engaging
panorama puts into historica
context the ongoing quest for
identity, civil liberties, and
political power.

"Out of the Past is the best

introduction to the lesbian and
gay past and present that I know

of. It's scope is vast, it’s stylq
lucid, it’s understanding
extraordinary.” -Edmund White

"A valuable record of suppressed |
history" - Rita Mae Brown|
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We're In The Business OF Making
You Look And Feel Better,
Come On In And Get That Healthy Glow.

Beneficial Health and Tanning
S Manitou Drive, Unit 103

Kifchener, Ontario Call us at: 748-6374




and his escape back to her. 'I'he
song "Peggy Carpenter" is about an
older woman living on the streets in
Toronto. Cate also sang some of
her old songs, such as a herstory
about women who have passed as
men in order to work or compete in
a male society, and to be able to
"flirt with all the girls!"

The next concert in the series will
be Judy Small on March 9th and
then Heather Bishop on April 20th
JoAnn Loulan will be in Toronto on
March 30th. For tickets phone
886-2375 or Readers Ink (Provident)
Bookstore on University Ave., Wloo.

-Molly
N

that drives a disturbed auditor to
visit a strip club in the wake of his
daughter’s death. Not for the easily
offended.

The Movie Network, Feb. 20, 28.

Teresa's Tattoo - A comedy about
kidnappers who abduct a look-alike
when their hostage dies. Cameo
appearances by k.d. lang and Melissa
Etheridge.

The Movie Network, Feb. 21, 26.

Nell - Jodie Foster received an Oscar
nomination for her performance as
a "wid child" with her own
language who is found in the woods
and studied by the local doctor
(Liam Neeson) and a big city
specialist (Natasha Richardson)

The Movie Network, Feb. 16.

[this was a group of
ivery eager and
i’:’enthusiastic partiers.
!, Most of the
L‘n;aterial she played
as from her first solo
album, "On Solid
Ground.” However, she
id manage to play a
ouple ‘Open Mind’
ongs of which she was
one half. The other
half of ‘Open Mind' is

‘Open Mind' partner,
Cynthia Kerr. I have
to say, I think Chantal
did a great job,
considering she hadn't
written any songs prior
to March. The (first
song she wrote was
‘Never Coming Back’, a
tribute to her late
grandmother - and
what a beautiful song
it is. "That's a song
I've wanted to write

——— ey

but I've retained a
pretty good crowd. I'm
glad I continued, I'm
having a lot of fun/
Chantal will be playing
Hamilton's Club 121 at
121 Hughson Street on
February 24, Make
sure you check her out.
You'll be sorry if you
miss this one. While
you're there, don't
forget to pick up her
new CD. It's grrreat!
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Upcoming Gigs For Chantal Chamberland
* March 9 - Alexandria’s - SUDBURY

* March 13 - L’Exit - MONTREAL

* March 23 - Albion Hotel - GUELPH

* March 30 - LaLuna - HAMILTON







































