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A fiery scene on the streets of San Francisco as gays demonstrate against the voluntary manslaughter verdict of Dan White. White

killed Mayor Moscone and Harvey White last year.

It seems to be common knowledge
that events take place in California
before the rest of North America
experiences them. If that is true, then
lesbians and gays have reason to be
concerned.

On March 30, a group of drunken
men, 2 of them off-duty cops, shouting
“Let’s go get the Dykes”, forced their
way into Peg’s Place, a lesbian bar.
One woman was hit on her head with a
pool cue and consequently received
cuts and bumps. Another woman may
require spinal surgery as a result of the
attack.

On May 12, a Special Patrol Officer
(SPO) started to hassle a gay man for
postering . The SPO called police to
take the man to jail. While they were
waiting for the cops, approximately
1,000 people gathered and began to
chant “Let him go’” and “Don White
was a cop’’. More police were called
but they backed off when they saw the
size of the crowd.

On May 21, 5,000 gays marched on
the San Francisco City Hall. They

smashed glass with iron bars, set 9
police cruisers on fire, threw bricks at
officers. Tear gas filled the air. The
demonstrators were protesting the vol-
untary manslaughter conviction of
Don White for the killing of Mayor

Moscone and Supervisor Harvey Milk.

Some people may take comfort in
believing that since these events hap-
pened in San Francisco that it really
doesn’t concern us here in Ontario.
But it is happening here. Sometimes
the forms of oppression are subtle. For
instance, when was the last time you
introduced your lover as your
“friend”’? Or, turned down a social
invitation because you couldn’t go
with the person of your choice? Do the
people you work with know that you
are gay? No? Why not?

Even in a relatively “safe’” haven
such as Kitchener-Waterloo you may
be fired or refused housing if you dare
to live as openly or as blasély as
heterosexuals do. Just because you
haven’t had a few teeth knocked loose
by an over-zealous cop doesn’t mean

you aren’t oppressed. Don’t be fooled.
Your rights are being violated now,
your body may be violated next.

There’s a trend happening in our
society--it's conservative, it’s anxious,
and its intolerant. What this means for
lesbians and gay men is that they will
find it increasingly more difficult to
hide themselves, or to sit on the fence.
The picture isn't entirely bleak.
Politically-aware lesbians and gay
men are fighting (and, indeed, it is a
fight). As well, they are winning bat-
tles and accomplishing things. They
are victorious.

It is in the interest of all gay people
to refuse to be victims. As the protes-
ters in San Francisco expressed it, Civil

rights or civil war.
W
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We welcome your letters! Please
send your thoughts, ideas, poems,
short stories, or what-have-you to:
OUT! P.O. Box 2741, Station B, Kitch-
ener, Ont. N2H 6N3

Dear OUT!

As I was reading Joe Szalai’s ‘back
Alley Sex’ I questioned my motives.
What, if any, are the differences
between his article and the tantalizing
treats of True Confessions? What good
reason was there for me to be learning
the physical details of this man’s first
sexual experiences?

There is one, I think, and it’s
this. Subjects such as Joe explores in
his article are, in social terms, ‘private’.
Made public, they become ‘sordid’ or
‘embarrassing’. The conventions of
conversation we accept keep our
knowledge of our body experiences
dim and mysterious. On the level
where we share ideas and information,
the wide range of what our bodies can
feelis reduced to cliche’s with concrete,
honest, original talk, such as
Joe Szalai and other contributors to
OUT! succeed at times in providing.

It's not easy to talk about your body
in any other than a conventional way.
Try to share a personal experience in a
public way, and you'll be labelled a
loony, a pervert, or a boor (or maybe a
genius — Huysman variety — but
definitely not ‘one of us’.)Nonetheless,
it's worth risking some hassles to try
talking about sexual experience with-
out judging or seducing. It's worth
finding out about the varieties of sex-
ual experiences from your friends (and
not only your lovers) rather than from
rule books, novels, or even valuable
but remote sources like theHite report.

Joe’s account of how he first learned
sex prompted me to think about my
own learning of hetero-sex and to feel,
oddly, a bit envious. At least his first
sexual experience wasn't orchestrated
by the romantic conventions of the
senior prom. The problem many
people have (undoubtedly more
sexually straight people than gays) is
that we learn what we are supposed to
be before we experience what we are.
And later on, we try to maintain
normalcy by using our minds against
our bodies, ignoring any complaints
from ‘below’.

But bodies don’t want to be normal. All

human beings are oppressed by sexual
norms. And as long as people limit
their talking about what their bodies
have experienced to what’s
conventionally abstract, romantic, or
impressive, we'll all be in the kind of
ignorance that makes tradition strong
and individual human beings
miserable. The May issue of OUT! has
opened a few channels for me, and I
hope that future issues will do the same
-- for me and for everyone who reads
them.

in appreciation,
Shirley Tillotson
Waterloo

The four loves of my life are all dead.
One killed by a car, two died of
alcoholism and one committed suicide.
Can I trust fate to Love another?

So you see the front cover “pic” of
Goz & Steve brought a tear to my eye.
No wonder I hope they will both
savour their every moment to-gether.

Kind Regards
Love Bruce
Vancouver, B.C.

Chers amis, :

Le plaisir me revient de vous
adresser cette lettre pour obtenir un
abonnement a votre publication.

Je voudrais faire des annonces dans
votre publication pour rencontrer des
amis homophiles canadiens venant au
Sénégal _

Je vous demande donc de bien
vouloir m’envoyer le dernier numero
de votre publication ainsi que le
montant de I'abonnement.

Je souhaite recevoir toujours le cour-
rier par avion.

Recevez, chers amis, mes sinceres
remerciements.

A. Ndoye

B.P. 2. 903
Dakar, Senegal
Africa

GUELPH

DANCE
JULY 6

836-4550 for info
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NEWS

WATERLOO Leaping Lesbians
made it’s debut on Thursday, June 7,
1979 on CKMS-FM. The programme
will feature upcoming events’,
music, interviews, and the herstory
of womynkind. Leaping Lesbians can
be heard every Thursday evening
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on
CKMS-FM 94.5 or 105.7 on Grand
River Cable. It will be a programme
of interest to all womyn. Plan to lis-
ten.

WATERLOO Gay News and Views
will no longer be broadcast on Sun-
days. Joe Szalai, one of the broadcas-
ters, cited several reasons why the
Sunday programme was dropped.
“There just didn’t seem to be enough
energy to do the early Sunday even-
ing show.” Szalai said. Gay News
and Views can still be heard on Tues-
day and Wednesday evenings from
6:15 to 7:15 p.m., on CKMS-FM 94.5
or 105.7 cable.

GUELPH On Friday, July 6th, there
will be a dance at the schoolhouse,
611 Silvercreek Pkwy. beginning at 9
p-m., COME ONE! COME ALL!

GUELPH Artisans/Artists. What are
area gay artisans & artists doing? If
you dabble in the arts or if you make
your living through creating art, bring
examples of your work on Wednes-
day, July 11 to the 9th floor lounge of
the arts bldg., University of Guelph, 8
p-m.

GUELPH Womyn Only! To follow
the tradition of celebrating the day
after the event, we will be holding a
‘Welcome In Summer’ Party on Fri-
day, June 22 at 7:30 p.m. It is a
definite BYOB and if you don’t, you’ll
be drinking freshie. We'll be talking
about the new radio show called
LEAPING LESBIANS and how you
can be a STAR in one easy lesson.
There is also a national news
magazine going into production
called LESBIAN/LESBIENNE. Brenda
Starr, move over. Here come the
dykes!

Sponsored by the Canadian
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CELEBRATION ‘79

The seventh Annual Conference for
Lesbians and Gay Men is now enter-
ing its final stages of planning. The
FORUM (a news and views bulletin of
the Canadian Lesbians and Gay
Rights Coalition) has asked the
delegates to consider these important
questions.

* Can a coalition of groups from all
across Canada function effectively?

* Is the civil rights approach of the
Canadian Lesbian and Gay Rights
Coalition appropriate for the gay lib-
eration movement at this time?

*Is our struggle on the sexual orienta-
tion issue succeeding?

* Are we clear as to what our goals
are?

* And what is the best way of achiev-
ing those goals?

In order to come to some understand-
ing and, hopefully, answer some of
the above questions, the CLGRC has
scheduled quite a number of panels
and workshops. The following is a
sampling:

--DO WE REALLY KNOW OURSE-
LVES? - A free-wheeling discussion
of people’s attitudes, values, con-
cerns, hang-ups, lifestyles...

--HOW ANGRY ARE WE? - Are we
ready to open our windows and
shout: “We're angry as hell and we're
not going to take it any more!”? Mili-
tancy in the movement.

--PUBLISH OR PERISH - From news-
letters to hard-cover books: a look at
publishing in the movement.
Resources: Joe Szalai, Kitchener-
Waterloo Gay Media Collective; Ed
Jackson, Pink Triangle Press.

--THE ABORTION ISSUE - What's
happening? An update with Rosem-
ary Billings, feminist, Ottawa.

--GAY BEHIND BARS - A look at the
treatment of gay prisoners and what
we can do about it. Leader: Brent
Hawkes, MCC, Toronto. Resources:
several inmates or ex-inmates.
--SOCIAL SERVICES FOR OLDER
LESBIANS AND GAYS - A discus-
sion of what kinds of services need to
be developed to respond to the needs
of older lesbians and gays. Everyone
welcome. Leader: Elgin Blair, Gay
Equality Mississauga.

If you're interested, concerned, or
even curious consider going to
Ottawa on June 27. And in case
you're wondering, the conference will
not be all hard work. The organizers
have also planned for fun 'n relaxa-
tion. In addition to some very fine
films, there will be a lesbian cof-
feehouse on Friday night, a picnic on
Saturday evening and a dance later
that night.

So plan to get together and work
together the weekend of June 27 to
July 2.
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plenary said that she was ashamed of
the behaviour of the other women at
social functions because of the ‘drug
smoking’ that went on. When it was
pointed out that these laws serve to
oppress us, she re-iterated with the
statement that laws are there to pro-
tect us and we should obey them. The
government knew what was good for
us and we shouldn’t doubt that.
There was open hissing after that,
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attend the Communications work-
shop where we finalized the estab-
lishment of the first out-of-the-closet
coast-to-coast lesbian magazine ever
to hit Canada. It was here that I felt
safer, as though I were indeed with
my own kind.

It is still quite scarry to realise that
there are women all over who see
‘out’ lesbians as a threat to their own
security and well-being. I know

LUl 11Ul _yuu 1L UIC HUUUIE Ul uwe
night when you least expect it. Lock
your doors. Hide the keys. WE ARE

our feet against the ground. We are
marching in numbers too huge to
ignore. Join us now in glory and in
pride but don’t ever put us down for
being the ones who are willing to
clear the path for you. WE ARE NOT
THE COWARDS THAT YOU
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