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“Women loving women, sing it loud and long
Sisters united, in a love that’s oh, so strong...” *

This article arises out of a conference
in Toronto on March 24 called “Les-
bians and Feminists in the Women's
Movement”.

Do lesbians belong in the women’s
movement? I've always found it hard
to consider this a serious question, yet I
have heard it asked from both sides,
gay and straight.

Fora long time I never realized it was
an issue. There had always been les-
bians around any feminist organization
I was part of, and the only lesbians I
ever met (or knew I met) were those
involved with the women’s move-
ment. Then reality began to set in.

While working with the Status of
Women Action Group in BC, I worked
(once) with a woman who withdrew
her. letter of support for a women’s
centre when she found out they had a
lesbian drop-in. She was horrified that
two of the women we had been work-
ing with had come out together as lov-
ers and one had grown her beard. Her
intolerance was unshakeable, and it lit-
erally made me sick, so I went away to
work with my friends who loved
women, gay or straight, and wanted to
struggle together for freedom for all.
Most of us were straight, but there was
never any doubt that lesbian and
straight women were sisters.

The fact that there were women who
defined themselves as feminist but
who would not accept lesbian women
had been brought home to us on alocal
level. Soon it was to become an interna-
tional issue.

It used to be, in those days, (less than
a decade ago), that it was groovy to be
bisexual. To be a real ‘swinger’, you
had to swing both ways. What we
never realized was that a bisexual,
female or male, was a person who was
sexually available to men. Men really
did, as Alix Dobkin points out, have
“the whole world to stick itin”. People
were getting it on indiscriminately on
every second page of Playboy, buteven
when two women were portrayed as
making love with one another, there
was no way anyone could have mis-
taken them for dykes. Not only were
they conventionally beautiful, air-
brushed for imperfection and made up
to the teeth, but everyone was aware of
the unseen male presence, the con-
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sumer jacking off on their flawless
faces. Bisexuality was for men.

And then one day, someone forced
Kate Millet, whose bisexuality was
common knowledge, to say in public
that she was a lesbian.

This became the issue that was sup-
posed to split the women’s movement.
It was OK to be bisexual, that was part
of expanded consciousness and the
sexual revolution, but to be a lesbian
was to withdraw your sexual energy
from men, and that was a whole differ-
ent thing.

Millet suddenly became the object of
vicious attack from all directions. Time
Magazine, not invited to the confer-
ence where it happened but there in
secret, leaped on to the issue like a pack
of hounds. Of course, they had a
woman write the articles trashing Mil-
let. She had discredited the movement,
revealed it as the lesbian plot the male-
stream culture had always fantasized; it
was too bad, they said, weeping great
alligator tears, that the movement
would be set so far back and subjected
to such ridicule because this woman
couldn’t control or at least shut up
about her secret animal passions.

To their eternal discredit, some
widely acknowledged ‘leaders’ of the
women’s movement, most promi-
nently Betty Friedan (“The Feminine
Mystique”) fell for these divide and
conquer tactics. The media had what
they wanted: a feminist with impecca-
ble credentials who would attack her
sisters for loving other women. She not
only betrayed Millet and all other les-
bians in the women’s movement, she
betrayed her straight sisters as well.
Instead of exercising true leadership by
developing and presenting an analysis
of the lesbian’s right, need and obliga-

tion to be in the movement, she in ef-
fect agreed that the oppression of a
woman as a lesbian was somehow less
valid an issue than the oppression of a
woman for some other reason. She
acknowledged and affirmed the power
of the term "“dyke” as an attack against
all feminist women. She left women all
over North America, in the kitchens, in
the workplace, in the bars, in bed,
apologizing for the presence of

“women-identified women in the

women’s movement, having to deny
their sisterhood with us, afraid to exp-
lore its possibilities, as the price for
being taken seriously. If, as the foun-
der and president of the National Or-
ganization of Women in the US, she
had taken a strong and clear position in
support of lesbians, would there be the
problems between lesbian and straight
women that there are in the feminist
community today?

Would there be the separatist back-
lash if lesbian women had not felt so
completely betrayed by Friedan’s and
her followers’ heterosexist attacks?
How could lesbians trust and identify
with a movement which, while recog-
nizing and struggling against the fact
that all women were second class citi-
zens in the world, had a recognized
leadership which was nonetheless
prepared to consign lesbians to a sec-
ond class status in the women'’s
movement?

It must be recognized that the major-
ity of the grass roots feminist move-
ment never rejected lesbians. One of
the mixed blessings of the women'’s
movement is that it reaches across con-
ventional class lines, and the more suc-
cessful women are, that is, the more
integrated into patriarchal capitalism,
the more likely they seem to be to ex-
perience what might be called les-
bophobia. And the more likely they are
to be considered credible spokeswo-
men by those who control the media.

The damage has been far reaching.
There are still women today, self-
defined feminists, who believe that
Millet was the one who betrayed the
movement.

On the other side, there are lesbian
women who have shut themselves off
from the beauty and struggle involved
in our heterosexual (and bisexual) sis-
ters’ lives because they see Friedan's
betrayal as the inevitable result of try-
ing to be credible to men and male-
oriented women. They are blind to the
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grau s end up- trashmg are other
woing struggling to be free.

This is not an argument against
separatism as a valid and beautiful
lifestyle. Not only is it the best of all
available worlds for women-1dentified
women; but, as exemplified by Olivia

Records and Diana Press, it enables the

création of a women’s culture which
gives strength and love and apprecia-
tion of ourselves to women of all stripes
and persuasions.

But:as a strategy for the women’s
movementitisajoke. Wedolive in this
world and we are affected by the larger
reality. We cannot live under an her-
metically sealed lavender bubble and
expect that pollution, exploitation, ra-
cism, sexism, capitalism, etc. will not
creep underneath and poison us all.
Patriarchy and capitalism oppress

every sort of person. Besides, who |

wants to live in a lavender ghetto?
There is so-much knowledge currently
possessed only by those who would
notbe t'h&“e with us/We have a right to
a place anywhere ‘and everywhere in
the. wor:lduW’hy ,g.hould a woman re-
strict herself to going only where other
- women. have gone before?

1l 18ave you with some words-of |
wisdom  from Alix Dobkin (even |

though I'don’t know if she would agree
with the precise application):
“If we don’t let man-euverers keep-
us apart

*'If we don’t let man- 1pulators keepu

us apart

. dpart
; Or man- kmd keep us apart-

If we don't let man- power keep us::

ell we’'ve won!'What I mean is, |
we ain’t got it easy, but we’ ve got |

‘From The Body Politic

Good day--
{ realize- as I browse through your

o thxrd issue‘that I am depriving myself
1 by not
- Conscientious hedonist that I am, Tam

- subscribing  to

enclosing$10 for a one-year subscrip-
tion.

I am also a somewhat academic
hedonist, so please start my subscrip-

_tion with Volume 1, Number !; I

loathe spotty collections.

For our liberation,
g Ken Popert

Good stuff kids!
Gerald Hannon

Dear Collective,

I think its marvelous that a city the size
of Kitchener can have a gay/lesbian
paper as well as a gay radio show.
I'hope you can keep up the good work.
Enclosed is my cheque for $5.00 for one

 year,of OUT! I am also enclosing a che-

que fof $20.00 as I know you can use
the money. I hope others do likewise.

In gay pride, Bob Jones
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 “We welcome your letters! Please
.send your thoughts, ideas, poems,
~short stories,

or what-have-you to:
OUT! P.O. Box 2741, Station B, Kitch-
ener, Ont. N2H 6N3
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Critical reflections on becoming a physician
MARTIN SHAPIRO, M.D.

CONTENTS: Getting In @ Call Me “Doctor”, Medical School and the Socialization
P @ On Receiving K ledge ® Doctors, Nurses and Students, The Hospital
Hierarchy ® Just What the Doctor Ordered, rounds and Rounds and Patient
M 1t @ Medici on the Assembly-line, Sub-subspecialization and
technology @ Doctor Talk, The Jargon of Medicine @ Alienation and Au-
thoritarianism in Medicijne, Some Conclusions @

® 224 pages © $6.95 o

Avallable from bookstores or from:

97 Wicteria Sireet North, Kitchener, Ontario, Canada  (519) 576-2640

Conversations with Pat Bond

Friday 13 April
““Political, cultural, feminist, unfeminist, funny,
a little dirty, thought-provoking.”
—The Sentinel
“Sharp wit and threatening humor.”
—Christopher Street

Pat Bond a.k.a. Gertrude Stein
Saturday 14 April

“A positive statement about Lesbians in general
and about long-term Lesbian relationships in
particular.”

— Bay Area Reporter

8 pm each night

Medical Sciences Auditorium

University of Toronto

College St. at University Ave. (Look for signs.)

$5, with reduced admission to after-the-show dance

Friday Dance at 519 Church Street
The Committee to Defend John Damien

Saturday Dance: at The Buttery, Trinity Colleg
GAU, for the Coalition for Gay Rights i tario

Tickets: Toronto Women's Bookstore, Glad Day Books, at the door








































