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The Body Politic has been found not
guilty of distributing ‘‘immoral, obs-
cene.or scurrilous’’ material through the
mails. Judge Sydney Harris handed
down his precedent setting verdict on
Valentines Day, ruling that Parliament
has failed to define immorality clearly
enough for the courts to judge what is
moral or immoral.

The . controversial article, entitled
“Men Loving Boys Loving Men,”
appeared in the December, 1977 issue of
The Body Politic. Pink Triangle Press
and it’s three officers were promptly
plunged into a legal battle which lasted
more than a year and cost $30,000,
which was raised through voluntary
contributions.

Since the February 14 verdict of “not
guilty”” there have been murmerings in
the media about tightening up the obs-
cenity laws.In addition, the prosecut-
ing attorney is presently examining the
trial for legal loopholes in order to
launch an appeal against Judge Harris’
decision.

Judge Harris felt that while
pedophilia may be repugnant to the
community, it is not illegal to write
about it or describe it. The article will
be reprinted in the next issue of The
Body Politic to encourage further dis-

.Cussion. In this issue of OUT! we’ve
included a chronology of events leading
up to and including the trial.

The Body Politic ordeal has had tar-
reaching effects for the global gay
community. Lhe pugnt of Bk
Triangle Press has been widely publi-
cized throughout North America and
Europe, drawing financial, verbal and
written support from within and with-
out the gay movement.

How have we been affected locally
by the Body Politic trial? The commun-
ity here has drawn closer together,
grown stronger and become increas-
ingly more visible in the face of growing
right-wing attacks on homosexuals.

Reverend Kenneth Campbell, foun-
der of Renaissance International said
the general public as well as the majority
of homosexuals will not stand for any
more demands from militant homosex-
uals. He cites as an (intolerable) e xam-
ple a small group of gays who are cam-
paigning for the abolition of the age of
consent laws.

Claire Hoy was similarly offended by
the “"court victory for zanies.”” With the
score: Depravity 1, Decency 0 and the

gays “‘free to print filth,”” poor boy Hoy
bemoans life in Blemish City.

The Kitchener-Waterloo Gay Media
Collective was - formed to provide
media coverage for and about lesbians
and gay men. ““Gay News and Views”’
has been broadcast regularly since Au-
gust 9, 1978 on CKMS-FM and in De-
cember, 1978 we began publication of
OUT! Had the verdict for The Body
Politic been a guilty one, our efforts loc-
ally may have been thwarted. Freedom
of the press is everyone’s concern. The
OUT! collective extends it’s support
and congratulations to The Body Politic
and Pink Triangle Press.
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The Harassment Continues

November 21, 1977. Issue No 39 of The Body
‘Politic hits. the news stands. The issue in-
cludes a feature by Gerald Hannon, “Men
Loving Boys Loving Men,” the third in a
series of youth sexuality. ‘

December 22. Clair Hoy, a regular columnist
for the Toronto Sun makes another in a

long history of attacks on the gay move-

ment. He singles out TBP in a column enti-
tled, “‘Our Taxes Help Homosexuals Prom-
ote Abuse of Children.”’

December 25. Hoy writes a second column:
“Kids, not Rights, Their Craving.”

December 27. Toronto Sun, in an editorial
entitled “Bawdy Politic,” calls for exclusion
of sexual orientation from Ontario Human
Rights Code and an end to arts grants to
TBP.

December 28. The media say police are
studying issue No 39 to see whether crimi-
nal charges can be laid. Ontario Attorney
General Roy McMurtry is quoted as saying
he is appalled by reports of the article.

December 30. Five police officers from Op-

eration P (Pornography Squad) raid the of-
fice of TBP and seize twelve shipping car-
tons of material after a 3 12 hour search.
Corporate records, cheque books, subscrip-
tion lists, distribution and advertising re-
cords, manuscripts for publication and per-
sonal mail are taken.

December 31. TBP, with its lawyer Clayton
Ruby, holds a press conference denouncing
the raid as an attack on freedom of the press
and an attempt to intimidate subscribers.

January 1, 1978. A demonstration protest-
ing the raid is held in Vancouver by the Gay
Alliance Toward Equality. It is the first of a
series of demonstrations across the conti-
nent.

January 2-4. Messages of support from
Canadian broadcasting and publishing fig-
ures, including the Canadian Periodical
Publishers’ Association, and from gay
groups around the world, begin to arrive.
They deplore the police action and call for
the return of seized materials.

January 4. The Body Politic Free the Press
Fund is formed to collect money to defray
legal costs resulting from the raid and any
resulting charges.
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January 5. Charges are laid against Pipk
Triangle Press and three officers of the %or-

=~ poration, Ken-Popert;Ggrald Hannon and

Ed Jackson, under two: sectlons of the Crim-
inal Code: Section 159 — use of the mails for
the distribution -of obscene material, and
Section 164 — possession of obscene mater-
ial for the purpose of distribution.

January 14. A thousand people march down
Yonge Street to protest the visit of Anita
Bryant to the city. “‘Defend The Body Poli-
tic’” is one of the official slogans for the
march.

January 24. A demonstration protesting the
raid is held in San Francisco. City Super-
visor Harvey Milk calls for a tourist boycott
of English Canada.

Febrary 21. TBP appears before Judge Hugh
Garrett to have the search warrant authoriz-
ing the raid declared illegal.

March 15. Judge Garrett upholds the search
warrant. TBP lawyer Clayton Ruby begins
to prepare an appeal.

March 23. The Free the Press Fund or-
ganizes a demonstration outside the To-
ronto offices of the Attorney General, and
calls for the dropping of all charges.

April 14, The Ontario Court of Appeal dis-
misses the next stage of the attempt to quash
the search warrant. TBP prepares to go be-
fore the Supreme Court of Canada.

April 24. Permission is finally given by the -

police to photocopy parts of seized material
crucial to the paper’s functioning.

June 28. Ontario Arts Council approves a
grant to TBP.

June 29. Col Frank McEachern, chairman of
the OAC, calls another meeting and per-
suades the members of the Council to defer
the grant decision.

July 12. Rev Brad Massman, Roman
Catholic Church bureaucrat, visits Toronto
MCC minister Brent Hawkes to ask him to
testify against TBP. Hawkes refuses.

July 18. The date for trial on obscenity
charges is set for January 2, 1979.

July 18. Ontario Arts Council informs TBP
that it has deferred a decision on its applica-
tion for funding until September. No expla-
nation is given.

September 5. Operation P police officers
visit Brent Hawkes to ask him to testify
against TBP. He again refuses.
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% Segtember 8. Four. of the twelve cartons of
miaterial eized in the, raid ate returned to
Clayton.Ruby’s office. They contain copies
of The Joy of Gay Sex,sThe Joy of Leshian Sex —

opxes whlchwthe poln:e have held for eight

“‘mionths although the books were not under
charge — and some out-of-date subscrip-
tion lists.

October 6. Ontario Arts Council approves an
operating grant.of $1650 to TBP.

October 12; Claire Hoy, in a column entitled
“Davis defied on grant to homosexuals,”
criticizes OAC for granting funds to a
magazine “promoting homosexual relation-
ships with children.”

October 12. Reuben Baetz, Minister of Cul-
ture and Recreation, issues a statement say-
ing he disagrees with the OAC decision be-
cause he fears taxpayers may interpret it as
endorsement of the paper, thereby prejudic-
ing the court case.

October 13. Claire Hoy continues his attack
with a second column called “It’s a case of
shoddy politic(s)” in which he says TBP isa
“smutty publication” which “advocated
pedophilia.”

October 15. A third Hoy article says TBP
“‘espouses the virtues of homosexual rela-
tionships between men and boys."’

October 16. Toronto Sun editorial *‘Bawdy
politics”” (original, yes?) berates OAC for
giving money to a ‘“’shabby tabloid’’ which
“‘encourages the homosexual seduction and
corruption of children.”’

January 3 1979. At the Body Politic Rally,
Toronto Mayor John Sewell gives a speech
in favour of Gay rights and freedom of the
press. For the next few days Sewell's office
is flooded with phone calls from opponents
and supporters.

January 7. Right-wing evangelist Ken
Campbell organizes the festival of Faith,
Freedom, and the Family. Many of the faithful
carry signs linking gay people to child mur-
derers.

February 14. Judge Sidney Harris finds the
Body Politic not guilty.

February 15. Now Give us Wintario Cash,
Body Politic says. That’s how the Toronto
Star reacted to Harris’ verdict. The Body
Politic demands an apology from the Star.

Frebruary 16. The Star prints a cotrection.
The Body Politic wants a full and forthright

apology.

March 5. Acquittal appealed.
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Just in case you haven't heard, V.D.
(Venereal Disease) is rampant among
gay men. The reasons are really quite
simple

First of all, most gay men are still
closety about their homosexuality and
fear that they will be discovered if
they go to their doctor or a local V.D.
clinic for a check-up. Or when they do
go, they don’t ask for testing of their
throat and anus in addition to the reg-
ular penile test.

YOU
&

A second reason that V.D. is ram-
pant is that men have traditionally
been irresponsible for their sexual ac-
tions, gay or straight. You think you
might have V.D., but you have sex
anyway. So what if someone else gets
it, as long as you get treated if the
symptoms get worse? Well, that's a
poor attitude, especially if you happen
to be the recipient.

A third reason for the V.D. epidemic
is that many persons no longer exhibit

\' |

the symptoms, at least for gonorrhea.
But you can still get the sterility, heart
disease or insanity, symptoms or not.
The only solution is for the sexually-
active person to have routine check-
ups, even if you think you are
disease-free.

The following is a list of commorr
venereal (sexually-transmitted) dis-
eases, along with their symptoms, test
methods, and effects if left untreated:

EFFECTS
DISEASE SYMPTOMS TEST
IF NOT TREATED
Syphilis A sore, anywhere on the Blood sample. Blindness. Heart disease.
body, which soon disappears. May take 1-3 months Brain damage. Crippling.
to show positive.
Gonorrhea Clear or yellow discharge Cultures from swabs taken Prostate infection.
from penis,/vagina * from mouth, anus & penis. Infected joints.
Pain in urination Sterility.
Sore throat or discharge from anus.
Non-Specific Similar to Same as Not known
Urethritis gonorrhea for gonorrhea
Venereal Tiny cauliflower-like growths See a Extremely painful
Warts on penis, vagina or anus. doctor. and contagious.
Herpes Painful blisters in clusters See a Reoccur
on penis, vagina, anus. doctor for many years.
Crabs Itchiness of pubic hair, Look for tiny teardrop-shaped Treat with Kwellada lotion
(Pubic Lice) body hair or scalp. eggs at the base of hairs. or shampoo — get from
Tiny bugs that look a drugstore.
like tiny freckles.
Scabies Iltchy raised bumps See a They can spread
anywhere on the skin. doctor. over your whole body.
* These symptoms may go unnoticed or be absent, but the long-term effects are still the same.

There are other sexually-transmitted
diseases, including vaginitis and
hepatitis. We'll look at them in future
issues.

Some people preach that so-called
‘promiscuity’ is responsible for ven-
ereal disease. Actually, irresponsibility

and ignorance are to blame. If you are
sexually active (i.e. have sex with dif-
ferent partners at least once a month)
you should go to a clinic for a check-
up every 3 months. If you are less ac-
tive, go every six months. There are
clinics in Kitchener, Waterloo, Guelph

and Cambridge where you can get
tested for free and get more informa-
tion, too. Just call your local hospital
and ask for the hours of the V.D.
clinic. Only you can prevent tragedy.
And by the way, it is all confidential
by law.

by Jim Dougan



walked on stage, the tension grew,
spreading to the audience and taking
a long time to break down.

Her talk was very informative for
people who had not read the book,
but boring and evasive for people
who had. Throughout her lecture,
she read a speech and when she at-
tempted to be ‘off the cuff’, she lost
her sighting, confusing herself along
with the audience.

OI INUVV (Namonal Urganization ot
Women) from 1972-75. The book is
composed of quotes from the survey,
statistics and introductions. It has
been published in 15 countries.

Hite’s book is an excellent book for
women who are uncomfortable in
their sexuality, their lovers or women
who just want to understand if other
women are like them. She deals with
issues ranging from masturbation to
lesbianism to orgasm. The book has

attena twis parry put Lyler was there
and was immediately surrounded by
a small group of admiring women.

Considering that Tyler was the ac-
tual star of the show, it seems unfair
that she received $500 for 45 minutes
while Hite received $2100 for 41 mi-
nutes. If you're interested, read The
Hite Report; don’t go to see Hite if
you want more information, and by
all means go see Robin Tyler at your
first opportunity.

Jayne Pollock
























