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Until recently it would have been a
rare sub-urban cocktail party indeed,
that included, by way of chit-chat, a
discussion of gay rights. Prevailing lib-
eral sentiment was  sympathetic to
guaranteeing human rights for
homosexuals (provided, of course,
they don’t get too blatant) but ‘the
problem’ was definitely on the Gauche
List as a topic of conversation (just
ahead and above impaired driving and
right below philandering). Events in
Toronto and the manner in which they
have been headlined by the commer-
cial media have changed all that in the
space of a couple of months.

Most controversial, and easily the
most talked about of these events was
the speech by John Sewell, mayor of
Toronto, in suuport of gay rights. The
press has been jammed with coverage
of Who's supporting it, Who's opposed
to it, analyses of it, editorial comment
on it, and letters pro and con from
every conceivable quarter. We now put
ribbon to paper to add to the general
clamour.

It must be realised that the Sewell
speech is especially significant because
of its timing. It is highly likely that re-
sponse to it would have been confined
to the usual knee-jerk haragues from
righteous defenders of Victorian moral-
ity and the odd kudo in the letters to
the editor of the Toronto Star 6 months
ago. Coming as it did, hot on the heels
of the Body Politic court case and the
Barrack’s raid, the hue and cry was
deafening-as Sewell must have known
it would be. Prefering a principled de-
fense of an embattled and harassed
segment of society to political expe-
diency, the mayor added a significant
impetus to the ongoing fight for gay
rights, and for this he must be ap-
plauded.

One comment contained in the
speech is deserving of careful scrutiny,
however. The assertion that there is
nothing illegal about being a homosex-
ual is true in only a very narrow sense.
Homosexuals ‘acts’ between consent-
ing adults in private are indeed quite
legal. Unfortunately, on climbing out
of bed, the Canadian gay discovers that
there are many other areas of human
activity in which homosexuality is
quite legally used as a basis for dis-
crimination. Employment and housing
can be denied. Custody of a child in
divorce settlements is frequently de-
nied the gay parent.

It is clear, then, that in spite of his
own enlightened outlook, Mayor
Sewell’s perception of Canadian juris-
prudence is not strictly correct. The
prospects of this being changed are
considerably enhanced by such public
acts as those undertaken by John
Sewell and others, but they will never
by fulfilled until the full measure of
officially sanctioned repression is ap-
preciated.

The Editorial Collective of OUT!
extends its thanks to John Sewell, and

-we hope that he will not be deter-

red by the ravings of bigots. We would
also hope that he will take a harder look
at the realities of Canadian law.
Perhaps he will be sufficiently out-
raged by its stupidity that gay rights
will not be relegated to the back burner
as the cases now before the courts fade
from memory, and with his assistance
will continue to be given the high prior-
ity in public debate which the issue de-
serves.
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A curious development has taken
shape within the K-W gay community
in recent weeks. It has its roots in dif-
ferences over how best to advance the
fight for homosexual rights, and has to
some extent split groups engaging in
this fight. The split has not, so far, re-
sulted in open confrontation and it is
hoped that energies required in more
fruitful interprises will not be diverted
to such counter-productive horangu-
ing. The fact remains that the first step
towards this was taken at the
Bridgeport Christmas Dance.

I refer to the distribution of a leaflet
entitled Let Us Reason Together (In De-
fence of Grow) signed by Dave Jones.
‘Mr. Jones has since emerged as one of
the new officers of the Gay Rights Or-
ganization of Waterloo (GROW). Jones
makes reference to a great deal of con-
troversy concerning “the purpose of
GROW as a serious organization” . This
criticism is written off as coming in the
main “from those who align them-
selves with the radical elements of the
gay community, who believe it is
necessary to perpetuate confrontation
in order to achieve their goals.” At no
time are these elements identified. It
would seem that they refer to the peo-
ple who have undertaken to produce
the radio program ““Gay News and
Views” and the publication “OUT”.

This suspicion could be written off as
paranoia but for two salient facts. We
have indeed advanced a number of
questions concerning the role of
GROW and some of the people in-
volved in these aforementioned pro-
jects have been cut off the mailing list
for the GROW newsletter. The docu-
ment in question is rife with loaded
phrases, gross generalizations and il-
logic, and cannot be allowed to pass
without comment from the quarters
towards which it would seem to be di-

rected. .
The word radical connotes different

things to different people. Insofar as it
defines someone as holding an cutlook
on the world and its state, which differs
radically from the view generally held
in society, it can be used to describe
many people - including those who
work within the K-W Gay Media Col-
lective. By this definition, those indi-
viduals and groups that may be
deemed radical change as society
changes. Ideas once considered radical
achieve widespread acceptance only as

a consequence of widespread discus-
sion of these ideas. This discussion can
only take place if concerted efforts are
made to argue the merits of the posi-
tion and counteract or-argue against
the present situation.

However, radicalis often used to cast
aspersions on legitimate endeavours
by playing up to the many other conno-
tations the word carries in the minds of
some. Images of unkempt crazies, or
brown shirted storm troopers are often
conjured up by its use. References to
riots, confrontation, and radical gays
proclaiming “‘gay is the only way” in
the Jones leaflet would indicate that it is
this aspect of “radicalism” which is
being written about.

Jones utilizes a rather queer twist of
logic in proclaiming first that at the
close of the American Revolution peo-
ple worked peaceably for a free society
and one sentence later that after riots
and confrontations in the 1960’s blacks
settled down to achieve full rights “ina
more reasonable fashion”. As I read
the calender, the riots-and confronta-
tions took place some time after the
American population sat down to settl-
ing differences peaceable. It seems to
me that I recall something about a civil

war being fought in the interim and I
have heard that women in the U.S. are
still marching in support of the as yet
ratified Equal Rights Ammendment.

It is true enough that different cir-
cumstances dictate the use of different
tactics in any fight. I find the Jones pro-
testation that he does not “deem it
necessary to bang people over the head
to achieve our goals” somewhat ironic
in light of the situation at present how-
ever. I would be hard pressed, indeed,
to come up with instances of wholesale
head banging based on sexual orienta-
tion, (whether speaking figuratively or
literally) instigated by homosexuals,
thatare close to the most commonplace
instances of queerbashing and in-
stitutionalized fag baiting.

As long as homosexuals are beaten
and harassed as a matter of course, and
as long as the editorial power of the
commercial press is used to make
cheap insults and unsubstantiated
generalizations about homosexuals,. I
cannot see that the battle has any more
than just begun. The radicals to be
feared are not those who are propos-
ing vhat appear to some to be radical

...continued page 4

LET US REASON TOGETHER
(In Defense of GROW)

It seems that a great deal of controversy has ariser
- about the purpose of GROW as a serious organization.
Many people believe that GROW is a sterile group of
closet gays with no sense of purpose or direction; no-

thing could be further from the truth. .

The executive of GROW has been hard at work for-
mulating the base for a group which will provide a need
in the gay community. -

Most of the criticism of GROW seems to have come
from those who align themselves to the radical elements
of the gay community, who befieve it necessary to per-
petuate confrontation in order to achieve their goals.
GROW is opposed to taking a radical political stance and
is devoted to interests of the mainstream of gay society.

While we recognize the debt we owe people like Dr. F.
Kameney of Washington D.C., Rev. Troy Perry of
California and George Hislop of Toronto, we also note
that these people and many others in the gay rights
movement are now taking amore evolutionary approach
rather that the revolutionary approach which was once
necessary. The reason for this more moderate stance is
historically clear.

When the American Revolution was over, people
went to work to build the free society that they had
fought for. After the days of Martin Luther King and
other pioneers in the 60's equality fight for Blacks, the

_ riots.and confrontation became unnecessary and equal

rights are now achieved in a more reasonable fashion.

The same is true of the gay rights movement. Those
persons who would continue the radical methods of the
revolutionary should remember that there is a time to
fight and a time to work for peace, a time to sow and a
time to reap.

While we now reap many of the benefits of those who
have gone before us we must continue to uphold the
principles of freedom and equality, but we should now

try to achieve this by more practical methods.

The people of GROW are ordinary members of the
mainstream of society and do not deem it necessary to
bang people over the head to achieve our goals.

In a recent television movie about a court case over
custody of a child living with a lesbian mother and her
lover, there was a scene where a reporter in the lobby of
the courthouse mentioned that it was worse outside the

court building than in the courtroom. Out front there
was narrow minded minister thumping his bible and
damning the gays to hell, while at the back of the
building there was a group of placard carrying radical
gays saying that “’gay was the only way”’. This was very
significant because here we have the two extremes.
Neither of the extremes is very palatable to ordinary
members of society who happen to be gay.

We know the minister is wrong because Christian
teaching has nothing to do with persecution and the gay
radicals are wrong because we know that gay is not the
only way (neither is straight).

GROW can fill a need in the gay community by
providing fellowship in social activities such as dances,
parties, dinner meetings with educational speakers and
sports groups like baseball, bowling, curling, camping,
skiing, etc. We can belong to similar groups that are
primarily made up of heterosexual groups of similar
purpose as we know thatwe are equal to them, but many
heterosexuals do not yet know that we are.

We are a club made up primarily of gay persons and
some enlightened straight persons, much the same as
there are clubs for ethnic groups such as : German
Clubs, Polish Clubs, Portuguese Clubs, Italian Clubs,
Austrian Clubs, and so forth.

Let us reason together and make GROW a tremend-
ous success.

Dave Jones
General GROW Member
December 4, 1978
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changes. More dangerous are those
now waging concerted and highly visi-
ble campaigns to further encourage
persecution. They must be opposed in
the most vocal fashion possible.

There is an undeniable need for a
social environment in which gays and
“enlightened straight persons” can be
comfortable. But it is most surely a cold
comfort that is gained at the expense of
effective action directed to ensuring the
right to it.

P. Meisenheimer

On stage Quentin Crisp is a charm-
ing man,so charming, in fact, that the
message he has for gay men and les-
bians can be overlooked, ignored, or
worse, laughed at. In print, however,
(see last issue of OUT!) stripped of the
delightful manerisms, the fascinating
affectations and the wit which are his
trade-mark, his message is anything
but charming. Stay in the closet, he
asserts, don’t rock the boat.

I find no fault with his vision of a
tolerant and free society. Butlam scep-
tical that such a society can be achieved
by “weaving ourselves in”’ as he sug-
gest. Does he really expect homosexu-
als to passively live their lives “in spite
of everything,” when this “every-
thing’ he speaks of is the physical and
psychological violence perpetuated
upon all gay men and lesbians by
homophobic heterosexuals?

The realization of full civil rights for
all people, regardless of race, religion,
or sexual orientation, will not be
achieved by remaining invisible.
Heterosexuals are not invisible. They
promote their lifestyle in every aspect
of our lives. We must not be sacrificial
lambs for bible bigots. We cannot af-
ford to play safe because some
heterosexuals might become frigh-
tened. Mr. Crisps’ arguments are not
convincing and at times they are of-
fensive. His alienation from the gay
community is complete.

Wiz Long

Hi again,

First let me say that I thought your

second issue of OUT! was very nice. I
was especially appreciative of your in-
terview with Quentin Crisp. His advice
on saving us from freedom was very
nice and most timely in light of a startl-
ing discovery I made at the Xmas dance
in Bridgeport.

With visions of sugar plums dancing
before my eys and Donna Summers’
rendition of McArthur’s Park echoing
in my head for the third time that even-
ing, I crawled back into my seat from
my accusomed resting place beneath
the table. Lest your good readers mis-
takenly conclude that I was immoder-
ate in my devotion to the spirits of the
season, [ should point out that I main-
tain a busy schedule and sadly irregu-
lar visits to the Community Centre’s
hypnotic social whim are so welcome a
respite that I frequently succumb to
the restful strains of the Village People
and pass into a state of near somnales-
cence. But I disgress.

While groping for a dry handhold on
the table upon which to apply the
leverage required in heaving myself
chairward, I dislodged from its surface
a rather damp stack of paper and set it
to fluttering down on my head. Thank-
fully the spot which they had so re-
cently occupied was sufficiently free of
liquid that I was once again perched on
my chair, surveying the revelry in full
swing about me, in short order.

Abhoring clutter as I do, I began to
pick up what turned out to be several
copies of a two page leaflet. Rescuing
the last of these from the puddle
around my soggy size nine’s I set to
reading. What to my wondering eyes
should appear but positive proof that
there are people in the community
even nicer than the swell bunch who
work so hard to put together OUT!

Entitled ““Let Us Reason Together (In
Defense of GROW)”, this little master-
piece drew nicely on the experience of
the American Revolution to show us
the silliness inherent in radical ap-
proaches to winning gay rights. It is
high time that someone pointed out
that gay is not the only way and that by
working together in a social setting
with “enlightened straight’ persons”
we can effectively counteract those
misguided souls who keep kicking out
my friends’ teeth.

Soshape up gang. Your last editor-
ial showed a disturbing tendency to-
wards advocacy of open, concerted
political action to secure rights for
homosexuals. As the full meaning of
this marvelous tract sank in during the
fifth playing of MachoMan, I too had to
admit that dancing away the troubles
makes for a much nicer time than insist-
ing on rights and defending them in a
principled fashion.

Ishould add that I tested these reve-
lations out by reading them to my
plants and they concurred almost
unanimously. The only exception was
Frank, the African Violet, but I've
known that he’s been a pinko for some
time and we all know about them.
Until next time.

All my love,
Mr. Nice
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