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Editorial

In our first editorial we outlined
some of the reasoning that went into
producing the paper and calling it
OUT. As was said in that introductory
raison d’etre, we cannot see any suc-
cessful endto the fight for gay rights, if
that fight is attempted from within the
confines of the closet.

The recent victories for gay rights ac-
tivists in the U.S. provide excellent ex-
amples of what can be acheived. In
California, where Proposition 6
(otherwise known as the Briggs Initia-
tive) was proposed as an anti-gay re-
ferendum question in last month’s
elections, a highly visible campaign by

* " the gay community was successful in

crushing the forces of ignorance and
intolerance. In .urban centres, where
the gay community is more effectively
organized for political purposes the
vote was especially lopsided. San
Francisco'went anti-Prop 6 by 75% and
Los Angeles by 59 %. Had people opted
for the security of the closet and feared
to run the risks involved in living as an
“admitted homosexual” it is likely that
the half truths and illogic of Briggs and
Bryant would have carried the day.

Fear and sensationalism are the favo-
rite tools of these reactionaries in their
efforts to deny basic rights to various
groups in society. Preying on the poor
knowledge most people have on issues
such as gay liberation, they are often
sticcessful in' whipping up hysteria in
the general populace. The only manner
in which this can be effectively dealt
with is through open confrontation.
Theré, is-no more effective means of
debunking lies and distortions than
meeting them face to face and kicking
the pins from under them. We cannot
see any way of doing this anonym-
ously. ‘

It must be appreciated that we are
| not alone in facing these trashy assaults
on liberty and human dignity. The
same people who would force second
class citizen’s status on homosexuals
are active opponents of equal rights for
women and racial minorities. In fact,
on close inspection, it becomes appar-
ent that the prime movers in these
campaigns are actively involved in
many organisations dedicated to halt-
ing and rolling back social change on all
fronts. Typically they attempt to play
off the objects of their righteous wrath
against each other. The obvious re-
sponse to this tactic is co-operation,
and to build this co-operation, we must
be visible.

The destructive effects of paranoia
and frustration are at least as insidious

as the potential damage of harassment
and familial strife. At least the latter can
be dealt with to some effect by mutual
assistance on both the personal and so-
cial levels. We hope this paper will
serve as a forum for discussion and
promotion of efforts to achieve this end
as well as providing an outlet for gay
artists and a source of information for
the gay community. Our rights to a
happy and productive life free from
discrimination, and the freedom to ex-
press love and sexuality in the manner
and the company we choose is on the
line. We urge you to join the fight for
these rights, and to do so you must
come OUT!
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NO ON 6

BRIGGS INITIATIVE FLOPS

In a close but decisive vote on
November 7th, the controversial
Briggs Initiative, also known as Prop-
osition 6, was defeated by California
voters. The measure, which would
have resulted in the firing of any
openly-gay teacher, or any teacher
discovered to be supportive or even
neutral to the gay rights issue, was
supported by 41% of the electorate and
opposed by 59%. Public opinion polls
prior to the election had indicated that
up to 2/3 of the state voters supported
Proposition 6.

The campaign by state Senator.John
Briggs to have the measure passed
was an expensive and dirty one. To
date one of his workers has been con-
victed of fraud for falsifying signatures
on a petition to have the Initiative in-
cluded on the November ballot. Other
charges are pending.

Legal authorities have expressed the
view that the measure contravened
both state and federal Constitutions.
Briggs attempted to use the issue of
child molestation to advance his politi-
cal career, and would stop at nothing
to denigrate his opponents. Despite
repeated evidence that child molesta-
tion is a predominantly heterosexual
offence (at least 95% of cases), the ig-
norance of the general public of this
fact has been used by leaders of many
right-wing groups including Anita
Bryant in the U.S. and Mary
Whitehouse in Britain. :

Opposition to Proposition 6 came
from a diverse group of gay, women’s,
labour, teachers and civil liberties or-
ganizations, as well as from entertain-
ers such as Ed Asner, Carol Burnett
and Joan Baez, and from politicians in-
cluding Governor Jerry Brown,
Ronald Reagan (talk about strange
bedfellows!) and former president
Gerald Ford. Their opposition was
based on the premise that Proposition
6 was an unworkable, possibly illegal
and unneccessary incursion into the
private lives of citizens in the state.

- The majority felt that codes of ethics

for the teaching profession adequatly -
protect students from teachers who try .
to use their position to promote cértain
political beliefs or sexual lifestyles.
The defeat of the Briggs Initiative
marks a major step in the move for gay
rights, and especially the rights of gay
teachers. It will certainly not be the
last such battle, but it proves that there
1s a growing public awareness and
support for the rights of gay people. It
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also proves that we have reached the
stage where we can join with our sup-
porters to wage serious political bat-
tles. But the struggle is costly —each
side in this struggle spent well over a
million dollars.

The issue of gay teachers’ right to
teach is on the forefront of the whole
gay rights issue, and there is no get-
ting around it. Locally, M.P.P. John
Sweeney (Liberal-Kitchener-Wilmot)
‘has stated that his principal objection
to protecting gays under the Ontario
Human Rights Code is that he feels
that openly-gay teachers should be
barred from the schools. Meanwhile,
the Ontario Gay Teachers Caucus is
organizing support for their right to
teach. (For information, contact
O.G.T.C., Box 543, Stn. F. Toronto.
M4Y 2L8.)

The Briggs Initiative once again con-

firms that gay men and women must

be prepared to battle to preserve the
few rights we have in this society, and
to gain equal rights. Closety backroom
bargaining won’t help us on this one.
Our greatest challenge over the next
few years will be to let people know
who we are. Our present invisibility
will ensure our defeat unless each of
us moves to change that. The necces-
sity of this situation can be seen in the
Briggs Initiative. Briggs centred out
several openly-gay teachers in the
state for personal attacks. However,
students and parents rallied to the
support of these teachers, because
they knew them personally.

Jim Dougan
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Graphic by Jill Durkin

LETTERS

Hi there, [ just reread your first issue
and thought I'd drop you a line and let
you know how wonderfully nice I
found it. I especially liked the nice
poems about nice' people doing nice
things in the sack, and the nice photo-
graphs of just plain nice folks mugging
for the camera.

Some publications print disturbing
articles about queer bashing and abuse
of women. Others satirize (or dow-
nright lampoon) societal attitudes -
perpetuated by the press, government
and their bosses - that encourage dis-
crimination against those who express
their sexuality and share their love in
ways that you and I know are very nice.
No you, though - no siree. You exemp-
lary contribution to the state of the
journalistic art has succeded where
thousands have failed. You have pro-
duced a paper that will go far in ad-
vancing homosexuality’s acceptability
in the eyes of all those bigots out there -
the nice ones I mean.

The full measure of your perspicacity
is evident in your apparent decision
against linking your cause to those of
such well known commie fronts as wel-
fare mothers, anti-ra ist and anti-
poverty organizations, and labour and
tenant groups. Identification with
these other scapegoats for the mistakes
and frustrations of our betters would
only damage your credibility with the
militantly wishy-washy.

So keep up the good work. Iread my
last issue to my plants and they
thought it pretty darn nice too.

We are all looking forward to your
next issue especially the venus fly trap
and a rather limp cactus which I sus-
pect are in the closet.

Have a nice day, Love, Mr. Nice

WE WELCOME YOUR LETTERS!

KITCHENER-WATERLOO
GAY MEDIA COLLECTIVE
P.O. BOX 2741
STATION B
KITCHENER, ONT.

N2H 6N3
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Helping out with this issue were: Wayne Bell,
Cindy Butcher, Jim Dougan, Jill Durkin, John
Livesey, Wiz Long, Lynn Mclnnes, Pete

Meisenheimer, Jim Morton, Nicole, Susie, Joe
Szalai.

Waterloo Universities
Gay Liberation
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Friday December 15th

Math & Computer
rm. 5136
5th floor lounge

doors open at 8:00 p.m.

Live Entertainment
by Willow

self serve bar

members $1.50

Non-members $2.50
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| GAY NEWS & VIEINS

) | i I “The times they are a changin’

A recent program shuffle at CKMS
(94.5 FM) has resulted in a time
change for the popular radio show,
Gay News and Views. We feel that
the new time slot of 6:15 - 7:15 will
prove advantageous for both the
radio station and the people who
bring you the show.

As of Sunday, December 3rd, Gay
News and Views will come on air
immediately after the evening news,
followed by a continuous flow of
music.Many listeners who have
commitments in the evenings may -
now be able to catch the show. In
addition, it frees the members of the
collective for commitments they may
have made.

We hope you'll continue to tune in
on Sunday, Tuesday and Wednesday
nights for Gay News and Views!

- NEW
TIME

SUN. TUES. WED.
6:15pm - 7:15pm
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Cindy relaxes in studio P.

Waynecues a disc. Situation normal. h §
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