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WATERLOO COUNCIL:

On Monday, October 3, Waterloo city council
voted unanimously to reject a request for a writ-
ten policy prohibiting discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation.

The request for a written policy was made by five
area lesbian and gay organizations at a council meet-
ing on August 29. At that meeting council referred
the matter to the Clerk’s Department. Terry
Hallman, Purchasing and Personnel Director, sub-
mitted the Clerk’s Department findings to council on
September 26.

In his report, Hallman informed council that the
non-discrimination policies of Toronto, Ottawa,
Windsor and Kitchener ‘‘refer to ‘employment’
policies and no provision is made regarding City ser-
vices or facilities and further the resolutions provide a
policy direction for City staff and do not extend to
other members of the community.”

Hallman went on to say that the policy requested
of the city went further than what the other cities
have done because there was a request to include
“services”’ and ‘‘facilities”’, not only employment.

He added that ‘‘the City of Waterloo has never
experienced a problem with regard to any type of
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation”
and that ‘‘it is apparent that current City procedures
and operating policies have provided fair and equita-
ble treatment of all minority groups.” He also said
that ‘‘generally, policies are adopted where a need
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exists which would not appear to be the case in this
instance.”’

Hallman further informed council that “it is doubt-
ful that the adoption of a policy for this City will
change social prejudices wherever they exist as this is
more properly addressed through public education
which normally forms part of any Human Rights
Legislation passed by the province.”” He concluded
by saying that ‘‘the jurisdiction and responsiblity for
the protection of Human Rights rests with the Pro-
vincial and Federal Governments and not with indi-
vidual Municipalities.”

At the October 3rd council meeting Greg
Meadows of Gay Liberation of Waterloo appeared
before council to comment on Hallman’s submis-
sion. He reminded council members that it was
indeed within their jurisdiction to pass a non-
discrimination policy for its employees.

Without any debate or questions council voted
unanimously on a motion by Ald. Glen Wright “to
take no action” on the request for a written policy
prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sexual
orientation.

After the vote, Meadows told the local media that
city council should be publicly shamed. He indicated
that the issue is not dead and that further action is
planned.

SECOND ANNUAL
CGRO BIKE-A-THON

The second annual CGRO bike-a-thon was held on
Sunday, September 18 at Hanlan’s Point, Toronto
Island. The bike-a-thon is a fund-raising event for the
Coalition, which depends on public support to main-
tain its office and produce informational publications
and lobbying material.

This year Paul Barton from GLOW and Jeff Ryan
from Gays of Wilfrid Laurier represented the
Kitchener-Waterloo area in the event. Together they
raised over $300 in pledges. _

Those who support the work of the Coalition for
Gay Rights and wish to become involved in its
fund-raising activities should talk to Paul Barton
through the GLOW office or contact Christine Donald
at (416) 533-6824.
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OTHER LESBIAN AND
GAY GROUPS IN THE
AREA

Lesbian Organization of Kitchener (LOOK), Box
2422, Stn B, Kitchener, N2H 6M3. 578-{j} or
578 Womyn's coffeehouse first Thursday of
every month and general meeting third Friday of
every month at.Waterloo Street, Kitchener. Listen
to Leaping Lesbians, every Thursday from 6-8 pm
on CKMS-FM, 94.5 FM or 105.7 cable in the
Kitchener-Waterloo-Stratford area.

Kitchener-Waterloo Gay Media Collective, Box
2741, Stn B, Kitchener, N2H 6N3. 579 i} A work-
ing group interested in broadcast and print media.

Listen to Gay News & Views, every Tuesday from
6-8 pm on CKMS-FM.

Gays of Wilfrid Laurier University will be holding
regular coffeehouses in Room 4-301, the History
Lounge, Central Teaching Building, Wilfrid Laurier
University, 75 University Avenue West, Waterloo
throughout the fall and winter. For more information
about events check the Community Events section
of this newsletter or contact Jeff through the GLOw
line.

Gay? Got a drinking problem? Call 578 or

745

Guelph Gay Equality, Box 773, Guelph N1H 6LS8.
836 @ A variety of events, including a dance at
611 Silvercreek Pkwy, Guelph, last Friday of every
month
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GLOW NEWS is a monthly publication of Gay Liber-
ation of Waterloo. GLOW NEWS is available free of
charge to GLOW members or at GLOW events or by
subscription. Rates: Canada — $10.00 for 12 issues;
U.S. and foreign — $12 for 12 issues.

GLOW acts as an educational resource on homosex-
uality as well as a support and social group for the gay
community. GLOW has an information/couseling
phone line (834-{l) open weeknights from 7 to 10
pm, a library and resource materials for members.

GLOW is a member of the Gay Community Dance
Committee, a Toronto-based coalition of groups that
organizes fund-raising dances, and is also part of the
Coalition for Gay Rights in Ontario, a province-wide
organization fighting for full human rights for lesbians
and gay men.

Any ideas or suggestions for this newsletter are wel-
come. Send material to GLOW NEWS, ¢/ Federa-
tion of Students, University of Waterloo, Waterloo
Ontario N2L 3G1. Deadline for the November issue
is Wednesday, October 19, 1983.

Personal ads will be accepted at the rate of five cents a
word. Acceptance of ads is at the discretion of the
GLOW executive. GLOW cannot convey messages
to those taking out ads — use your own address or
post office box.

The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily
those of GLOW or the Federation of Students of the
University of Waterloo unless otherwise indicated.

This newsletter was designed and typeset by volun-
teer labour at Dumont Press Graphix, 97 Victoria
Street North, Kitchener,

Contributing to this issue were Bill Allan, Paul Bar-
ton, Joe Berbec, Greg Meadows, Jeff Ryan, Todd
Schneider and Joe Szalai.
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LETTERS

Dear GLOW,

Thank you for your regular monthly newslettter. We
enjoy hearing your news, and have reciprocated by
sending you our newsletters.

In the Guelph, Kitchener-Waterloo and
Cambridge areas there are some twenty Anglican
parishes, some of them very large since the Kitch-
ener area is predominantly Lutheran and United
with other Protestants and Roman Catholics. Most
gay liberation groups tend to be hostile towards
organized religion, because of the Churches’ oppres-
sion of gay people. However, most Christian congre-
gations contain gay people since we make up 10 per
cent of society. Canada’s two main Protestant
groups, the United and Anglican churches, are deal-
ing with the homosexual issue in quite a progressive
way. Integrity Toronto has been able to make prog-
ress with our own very large Anglican diocese of
Toronto. We would all be stronger if more like-
minded people could get the same mission in other
dioceses, such as Huron diocese, your own. | am
informed that Kitchener-Waterloo is a far more open
city than is London, Ontario. We have had several
visitors to our services from Kitchener-Waterloo over
the past few months.

As part of our regional outreach we plan to send
our newsletters to the major parishes in your area,
with a careful cover letter sent explaining our
ministry to each rector. It will probably make for
some talk among the clergy, unless it ends up in the
waste basket or in the secretary’s file. I am sure some
will read it and study it. In that light this is where
GLOW NEWS could tell about our existence and inten-
tions. Perhaps interested person will get in touch
with us or will form some like-minded group: Integ-
rity, Dignity, MCC or Lutherans Concerned. Please let
me know your feelings on this matter.

All the best with your fine service to the
Kitchener-Waterloo, Guelph and Cambridge areas.

Peter Iveson
Secretary
Integrity Toronto

For more information contact:
Integrity Toronto
P.O. Box 873, Station “F”
Toronto, Ontario
MA4Y 2N9
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THE COFFEEHOUSE PHENOMENON

cof ofee house — a house where coffee and other
refreshments are served

“It's fine with me if you all want to get together for a
meeting, just don't call it a coffeehouse’” — errant
male student, presumably heterosexual

In the summer of '78, when [ was a little younger and
a lot less wise, I made the first timid steps in discover-
ing the Gay Community. The recent acquisition of
my driver’s license allowed me the independence to
get away from the boonies of Fergus and go to the
flashy city life of Guelph. At the first of many visits to
Guelph Gay Equality, we watched films — not about
being gay, but about a mock-Swedish speaking
country family whose son must battle Death in the
Great Badminton Game of Life; and about school-
kids in love, a movie that reeked of the ABC
Afterschool Special. Looking back, it was all rather
“politically incorrect’”’, but I didn’t care; it was fun
and [ 'had actually met some Real-live Gay People.

At that time, the concept of the “‘coffeehouse’ was
unknown to me. Guelph had ‘“‘meetings’ or occasi-
onal ‘“‘drop-ins”, but, as I recall, the word ‘‘cof-
feehouse’” was never mentioned, in spite of the fact
that yes, coffee was being served. It was not until |
began attending university here in Waterloo that the
coffeehouse phenomenon raised its distinctively
unique head in my direction.

The casual observer may not concern him- or her-
self with the coffeehouse/meeting question, remain-
ing blissfully unaware of the subtle but important dif-
ference the choice of words implies. But for those of
us struggling to create a sense of gay community in
conservative small-town Ontario, the difference can-
not be ignored.

Coffeehouse ... the word itself conjures up
images of people sitting around a table playing
bridge, people spending their time enjoyably while
not accomplishing anything overtly constructive. In
this sense, it is on the same level as the Tupperware
party, the afternoon social, and the cookie exchange.
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To put it simply, the emphasis is on informal. A
coffeehouse is a place to relax and socialize. For gay
people, it takes on the added meaning of a place to
escape (at least consciously) the restrictions of our
homophobic and heterosexist society. This implied
informality can be very encouraging to those just
beginning to make contact with other gay people.

Remember that university gay groups are often the
first contact with the gay community for many peo-
ple. Someone just coming out doesn’t need a lot of
pressure to become a radical gay activist by virtue of
walking through the coffeehouse door. It is important
to realize that there will be people who will use a
coffeehouse merely as a stepping-stone to increasing
self-acceptance, and who will move on when their
self-acceptance reaches a personally manageable
level. Not everyone will become politically active;
that requires an external stimulus, such as a blatant
act of discrimination toward oneself or one’s friends,
and supported by internal motivation. Before that
can happen, each of us must work out the inter-
nalized stereotypes that we all learn from our society.
We have to establish our own attitudes before we
can work at changing others’ attitudes. The last thing
we, as organizers of gay groups, want to do is replace
the pressure to conform to society with the pressure
to conform to the “‘politically correct” gay activist.

By contrast, a ‘“‘meeting’’ has a ring of importance.
It implies action, energy, doing. It also implies a for-
mality and structure that can scare people away and

.properly does not apply to an informal group. When

organizers are concerned about new membership
numbers, this is an important consideration. Also,
meetings tend to require more energy on the part of
the organizers, energy that varies with the people
involved and the needs of the group.

Nevertheless, if a group is striving to be politically
active and politically motivating with guest speakers
and specific discussion topics, meetings are the
proper format. Such events must be structured, if
only loosely. One runs the risk of ignoring the needs
of new members and over-pressuring the old mem-




two years old and still building a solid membership,
while GLOW has years of experience in its history. For
the near future, at least, Laurier needs more ‘‘cof-
feehouses” than ‘‘meetings’’, while it seems to me
that GLOW is tending away from the coffeehouse
image, and perhaps rightly so.

The point is that one must be careful when adver-
tising group events. To advertise a coffeehouse and
then expect those attending to listen quietly to a
lengthy guest is misleading and disappointing. Simi-
larly, an ‘‘informal meeting” is a contradiction in
terms. We must always be aware of the implications
of our language, and decide accordingly. The distinc-
tions may be subtle, but they are important.

Jeff Ryan

THE K-W GAY MEDIA
COLLECTIVE

NEEDS CASH

The Collective has been producing Gay News &
Views for over five years and we’d like to do so for
another five. But we’re broke.
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forced to dip into our own pockets. A sense of fair-
ness tells us that if we are willing to make a commit-
ment to do the radio show once a week we shouldn’t
also have to incur the costs. If you’re community-
minded, or if you think that gay radio is an invaluable
tool and resource, please help us. Send us a cheque
or money order in any amount that you can spare. It
would be wonderful if you could send us fifty dollars
so that we can buy a month’s news from Intergay.
For over five years we've freely given hours of our
time and energy every week to make gay radio a
possibility. We've also spent a lot of our own money
which we’ll never see again. We knew that that
would happen and that's OK with us. We get per-
sonal satisfaction from doing the radio show and in
the long run a gay presence on radio will benefit us

“all. But if we all benefit from gay radio shouldn’t we

all share the costs? Think about it. A community ser-
vice needs community support. Have you done any-
thing for the community lately?

If you can’t help us financially but would be
interested in helping us produce the show, give me a
call at 579} in the evenings. We need reporters,
news writers and readers, community events
announcers, DJs, programmers and just about any-
one else who can make Gay News & Views more
interesting, informative, and reliable.

Please send any monies to the Kitchener-Waterloo
Gay Media Collective, P.O. Box 2741, Station B
Kitchener, Ontario N2H 6N3.

Joe Szalai
K-W Gay Media Collective

























