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SEXUAL ORIENTATION ISSUE

Black Lesbian speaker receives a cool reception at the
August 27th March on Washington. See page 8.

WATERLOO STALLS
ON POLICY

“I wouldn’t be overjoyed, but I wouldn’t
discriminate against them.”

Waterloo Alderman C. Voelker on finding out about
gay or lesbian city employees.
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Waterloo city council has deferred a request for a
written policy prohibiting discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation in the provision of city
employment, services and facilities.

Representatives of the Lesbian Organization of
Kitchener, the Kitchener-Waterloo Gay Media Collec-
tive, Guelph Gay Equality and the Coalition for Gay
Rights in Ontario joined GLOW as delegations to coun-
cil on August 29. A small group of people from the
local community were present to lend moral support.

Speaking on behalf of GLOW, Greg Meadows gave a
brief history of the struggle for gay rights and the role
of GLOW in the local community. While recognizing
that council has a practice of non-discrimination, he
stressed that discrimination could legally occur with-
out a written policy statement.

Meadows pointed out that four Ontario cities —
Toronto, Windsor, Ottawa and Kitchener — have
passed policy statments banning discrimination in city
employment on the basis of sexual orientation. The
Kitchener policy, adopted on July 19, 1982, was
offered as a model that council may wish to follow to
provide protection in employment. However, a policy




for city services and facilities was also needed, he said.

Moe Lyons spoke next on behalf of LOOK. She told
council that most lesbians and gays fear being open
about their sexual preference because of the potential
loss of jobs, accommodation, friends and family.
Commenting on a recent article in the Kitchener-
Waterloo Record in which city representatives
claimed there would be no discrimination against gays
as long as they did not ‘‘push their lifestyle,” she
questioned whether a lesbian or gay city employee
could feel free enough to speak to council on this issue
without being accused of crusading.

Joe Szalai of the K-W Gay Media Collective
stressed the lack of protection offered by federal and
provincial legislation and the need for municipal gov-
ernment to take the initiative. He suggested that
because 10 per cent of the population is gay, 10 per
cent of city employees could be expected to be gay.
He asked council if they knew of even one city
employee who is gay, and if they didn’t, to question
why this is so.

Tom Warner distributed copies of a CGRO brief
previously presented to the Ontario Legislature. He
commended the city of Waterloo forits apparent prac-
tice of non-discrimination, but reiterated the need for
a policy in writing to make council’s stand official.
While gays are often accused of asking for special
rights, no demand for rights would be necessary if
gays and lesbians already had equal rights, he said.
Such a policy would not necessarily be an endorse-
ment of homosexuality, he added.

Lin McInnis of Guelph Gay Equality stressed the
world equal in arequest for equal access to facilities,
services and employment, suggesting that a written
policy would go a long way towards ensuring that
gays and lesbians enjoy the same rights and privileges
as the non-gay majority. While many gays do not go
out of their way to state, “‘I-am a lesbian” or “l am
gay,”’ one's sexual orientation is nevertheless a major
part of her or his whole identity. There is no more
reason for a gay man or a lesbian to hide her or his
sexual preference than for a heterosexual to do the
same, she said.

For the most part council listened quietly to the
delegations and asked few questions. However,
Mayor Marjorie Carroll seemed momentarily
threatened by Joe Szalai’s assertion that “No matter
what the outcome of your request, we give notice
here tonight that you will no longer enjoy the comfort
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of our silence.” Szalai explained that gays and les-
bians intend to remain silent no longer in the face of
discrimination. =% >

Alderman C. Voelker said that an employee’s sex-
ual orientation is not an issue, and that council should
not ‘‘invade the bedrooms of the city.” Gay or lesbian
employees of the city “don’t come around and tell
me’’ that they are gay, and if they did, “‘l wouldn’t be
overjoyed, but | wouldn’t discriminate against them,”
he said. .

Carroll said that the best council could do was issue
a policy statement for the city itself, since council lacks
the authority from the provincial government to pass
a by-law banning discrimination that would extend
out into the community.

On motion by Ald. Voelker, council deferred mak-
ing any decision about the policy until city staff has
had a chance to gather more information on what
other municipalities have done.

No doubt council will be waiting to see the reaction
from the city at large before making any decision.
Since election time is two years away, and the policy
in Kitchener caused little reaction one way or the
other from the electorate, council will probably be ina
position to vote with its conscience. On the basis of
conscience alone, it is very difficult to justify not pass-
ing the policy.

Paul Barton

NO MORE CENTRE
DANCES

We regret to inform our-readers (most of whom know
already), that the K-W Lesbian and Gay Dance Com-
mittee will no longer be holding dances at the Studio,
Centre in the Square, Kitchener.

The last two dances lost money to the Dance Com-
mittee because of sparse attendance. While most of
the people at the dances felt that the music had
improved and the hall was at a great location, the
many who stayed away apparently didn’t agree.

The Dance Committee has no plans for the imme-
diate future. Dances will be held from time to time by
individual groups and will be announced in the Com-
munity Events section of this newsletter.




GLOW NEWS is a monthly publication of Gay Liber-
ation of Waterloo. GLOW NEWS is available free of
charge to GLOW members or at GLOW events or by
subscription. Rates: Canada — $10.00 for 12 issues;
U.S. and foreign — $12 for 12 issues.

GLOW acts as an educational resource on homosex-
uality as well as a support and social group for the gay
community. GLOW has an information/couseling
phone line (384 open weeknights from 7 to 10
pm, a library and resource materials for members.

GLOW: is a member of the Gay Community Dance
Committee, a Toronto-based coalition of groups that
organizes fund-raising dances, and is also. part of the
Coalition for Gay Rights in Ontario, a province-wide
organization fighting for full human rights for lesbians
and gay men.

Any ideas or suggestions for this newsletter are wel-
come. Send material to GLOW News, c/o Federation
of Students, University of Waterloo, Waterloo
Ontario N2L.-3G1. Deadline for the October issue is
Wednesday, September 21.

Personal ads will be accepted at the rate of five cents a
word. Acceptance of ads is at the discretion of the
GLOW executive. GLOW cannot convey messages
to those taking out ads — use your own address or
post office box.

The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily
those of GLOW or the Federation of Students of the
University of Waterloo unless otherwise indicated.

This newsletter was designed and typeset by volun-
teer labour at Dumont Press Graphix, 97 Victoria
Street North, Kitchener.

All original photographs by Wayne Bell.

Contributing to this issue were Paul Barton, Wayne
Bell, Joe Berbec, Sybil Frei, Ralph Johnston, Greg
Meadows, Todd Schneider, Mary Spies, Joe Szalai
and Lesley Turner.
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'HERSTORY OF A
[ ESBIAN RADIO
SHOW

Wanna have a whole lot of fun and be politically
effective, too? Of course there are many ways to do
this, from walking down the street with your friend/
lover to trashing heterosexist billboards in the middle
of the night. Anything you really feel like doing is
probably a good idea. There is one political act [ can
recommend as being particularly enjoyable as well as
potentially extremely powerful. 'm referring to hav-
ing a lesbian or gay radio show.

Probably many people would imagine this to be a
fairly outlandish proposition. How many stations
would be interested in having a show like that?
Wouldn't the CRTC balk a little at the suggestion, and
watch like a hawk for transgressions? Here in
Kitchener-Waterloo we have had no problems. First
the campus station was approached about a Gay
News & Views show and created a slot for it thrice a
week. Several women learned to operate the controls
on this programme, then later approached the station
about having a lesbian show. The station agreed and
we’ve never missed a programme since.

It tums out the campus radio station really likes hav-
ing our shows. If nothing else, they stir up con-
troversy. For those community and campus radio
stations for which this fact is not a selling point, the
built-in audience is very attractive. People involved in
campus and community radio often wonder whether
anybody is out there listening. With our show we
know the audience is there because the station gets
comments about the shows all the time; as well, we
get a number of requests, some of them not even from
our friends.

Even if someone were willing for you to have a
radio show, would you want to? For one thing, what
about running those controls? I remember the first

continued on page 13
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GAYS OF WLU

Wilfrid Laurier University is a small campus of 4000
only a block away from the massive math- and
engineering-oriented University of Waterloo. A quiet
conservative campus (mainly business, with music
and arts for the more peculiar), it had the most excite-
ment in recent years when a gay club started up in its
midst. ,

After stalling for ages, the Student Union govern-
ment voted to refuse the club any official recognition
as a campus club, and the storm erupted (conven-
iently, just as their term of office ended . . .). Letters
and articles abounded in the school newspaper, offer-
ing depths and shallows of opinions for months. Peti-
tions and letters, both from the local area and from
across Canada, peppered the Student Union. When
the issue eventually made it to another vote, we were
overwhelmingly accepted, though more for human
rights than because they were thrilled with the idea of
having us around.

This started another uproar — not because the club

shouldn’t have been recognized, but because the
decision was made at a summer meeting when stu-
dents weren’t on campus to voice their opinions (and
we all know how many students sit in on student
council meetings). That finally died down, although
election time still saw our shining new reps promising
they wouldn’t decide issues with such scandalous
timing. '
When the first uproar started, the news hit the
Kitchener paper and even the Toronto Star — as we
found out when one member’s parents phoned him,
saying, ‘‘Tsk, tsk! We heard about those awful
homosexuals trying to form a club at your university!
Isn’'t it good they didn’t get it?"" — little knowing their
own dear son was part of it.

In the midst of all this, we began weekly cof-
feehouses which got 5 to 25 out, including several
from U of W, who don’t want to be seen on their own
campus at anything gay.

When the new school year stated last September,
we had a club table alongside all the other campus
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clubs at Registration (a little chutzpah never hurt any-
one) and actually got four people coming to the table
for pamphlets!

Not being swamped with avid would-be members,
we ended up taking to other clubs around us. We
discussed the virtues of K-Y wvs. vaseline with the
Rugby Club and offered them cross-club membership
(we're still working on that). We carefully observed
the high-powered membership-sales approach of the
Marketing Club (march up to a bewildered frosh with
a big smile, saying, ‘‘Hi! You look like the kind of
intelligent student who knows the joys of being in the
Marketing Club” and thought it had neat possibilities.
“Hi! You look gay! Wouldn’t you love to join our
wonderful club . . .”” Maybe nextyear . . .). Mainly, we
just sat there looking ‘‘normal’” and friendly.

A year later we've settled in on campus. There are
still more closet cases cruising the Games Room and
the Cafeteria than ever make it to a coffeehouse, but
we're trying. We've had films (rumoured to be scan-
dalous — with titles like ‘‘Making Love’” they must be
erotic!) and speakers and helped with community
dances. Our posters get put up even at busy times
now, and they don’t get torn down quite as fast,
except when the English Dept. includes them in their

~ scavenger hunts. Two guys even danced at the Turret

(one of Laurier’'s two pubs) and no one threatened to
bruise them! Harassment has been basically non-
existent, although one frustrated drunk hockey player
did verbalize at the president once.

And so we go on. There have been battles and
frustrations (especially booking rooms, which is diffi-
cult for everyone on this campus) and lots of fun too. It
can be hilarious being a supposedly scandalous
group. Our biggest concern now is whether enough
people will come out to keep things going after the
original few graduate (hint, hint). For that we’ll have
to wait and see. Who knows? Maybe this year will see
us coming out in droves! We should be — there’s

enough of us around. ..
Ralph Johnston
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YOU ARE NOT THE ONLY ONE!!

The Lesbian Organ
Kitchener offers womyn the
opportunity to meet in hassle-
free social gatherings.

For information about becoming a
member. locations and times of
meetings and activities. write:

Ontario N2H 6M3 or call 578 ).

P.O. Box 2422. Sm. B. Kitchener.
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PUTTING IN TIME AT

GLOW
Kitchener-




were last seen running down Michael St. shout-

ing, ‘‘Help, the queers are after us.” )
If you go to the park, remember that you

have as much right as anyone else to be there.

The above incident shows once again that the

thugs in the park are not really looking for a

fight. They are looking for a victim. Refuse to be

victimized!
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